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Sermon Series: Seize the Day: Embracing a Mission with Purpose
To be used with Session 2: A Mission with a Message
Sermon Title Possibilities: What the Mission Requires
Scripture: Acts 3:12-20, 24-26

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “A Mission with a Message” this sermon supports the truth that we have a relationship with God through Christ alone by keeping Jesus at the center of the mission, the message, and the response. In Acts 3, Peter refuses to let the miracle or the messengers take credit, declaring that the man was healed by faith in the name of Jesus (Acts 3:16). The sermon exposes humanity’s rejection of Christ, showing why reconciliation with God requires a Savior. It then calls for repentance, making clear that forgiveness, renewal, and restoration come only by turning to Christ. The sermon affirms that access to God is not achieved through works or religion, but through faith in Jesus alone.
Introduction: Every mission has requirements. A job requires training. A team requires commitment. A calling requires obedience. No mission succeeds without people who are willing to meet what it demands. Acts 3 reminds us that God’s mission does not begin with miracles—it begins with faithful people who are willing to respond. Before Peter ever preached, before the crowd ever listened, before the miracle ever became a message, Peter and John were simply walking in obedience. They were on their way to pray, attentive to God and sensitive to people.
Along the way, God placed an opportunity in front of them. Someone had to be willing to see what others ignored, to speak when silence was easier, and to stand for Christ when it would have been more convenient to keep walking. This passage forces us to look inward before we look outward. God’s mission is still moving, and it still has requirements. That leads us to a simple but serious question: What does God’s mission require of you? 
1. Announce the Redeemer (Acts 3:12–16)
Peter now has a captive audience. The people have just witnessed a man healed who had been laid at the gate for many years, and Peter uses this moment to announce the good news about the Redeemer. He immediately redirects their focus. In verse 12, Peter makes it clear that the healing was not accomplished by his own power or godliness. He says, “Fellow Israelites, why are you amazed at this? Why do you stare at us, as though we had made him walk by our own power or godliness?” Peter wants them to understand—it was not us. Like a doctor in an emergency room, Jesus is the One who deserves attention, not the tools. The miracle was real, but the miracle was not the message. The healing pointed beyond itself to the Redeemer.

In verse 13, Peter identifies the true source. He declares “The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, has glorified his servant Jesus.” This is the Redeemer long promised through the patriarchs and proclaimed by the prophets. Jesus came to do the will of the Father and accomplish His redemptive purpose.

Peter then describes the Redeemer’s character. In verse 14, Jesus is called the Holy and Righteous One. He is set apart from all others. No one has lived as He lived or made a way as He has made. Finally, in verse 16, Peter explains that it is by faith in His name that the man was made strong. The healing testifies that salvation, restoration, and new life are found in Jesus Christ alone. That is why Peter announces the Redeemer.

2. Announce the Rejection (Acts 3:13–15, 17–18)
Peter does not avoid the truth—he announces the rejection plainly. In Acts 3:13–15, Peter tells the people exactly what they did. He says, “You denied the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer released to you. You killed the source of life, whom God raised from the dead; we are witnesses of this” (vv.14-15). Three times Peter places responsibility squarely on them. This was not a misunderstanding or a mistake. It was a deliberate rejection of Jesus.

Peter then acknowledges in verse 17 that they acted in ignorance, but ignorance did not remove guilt. Instead, verse 18 makes it clear that God used their rejection to fulfill what He foretold through the prophets—that the Christ would suffer. Their rejection did not derail God’s plan; it accomplished it. Here is the sobering reality: a cure rejected does not lose its power—it only loses its benefit to the one who refuses it. Jesus was the remedy God provided, yet He was denied, despised, and rejected. Isaiah chapter 53 foretold it, and Peter now declares it. This is why the rejection must be announced. Humanity is guilty—not only Israel that day, but all who have seen Christ revealed and turned away. The cross was not an accident. Someone had to pay the penalty for sin, and the Redeemer paid it in full.

We must announce a person’s rejection so that they might recognize their condition and be ready to hear the call to repentance.

3. Announce the Requirement (Acts 3:19–20, 26)
Peter moves from explanation to invitation. In verse 19, Peter says, “Therefore repent and turn back, so that your sins may be wiped out.” To understand this command, we must understand what repentance truly means. Repentance means to turn—to turn from the way you have been going, from the way you have been living, and from the way you have been thinking—and to turn to Christ in faith. When we repent, the Bible makes it clear that God brings forgiveness. Isaiah 1:18 tells us that our sins “will be as white as snow.” But repentance does not stop with forgiveness; it also brings refreshing. Psalm 51:10–12 teaches that renewal comes from the presence of God. When God enters our lives, He refreshes us from the inside out.

Repentance also leads to restoration. Acts 3:26 tells us that God blesses us by turning us from our iniquities and setting us on a new direction. Think of it this way: when you are going the wrong way, slowing down is not enough—you have to turn around. Jesus Himself said in Luke 13:3, “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as well.” And Paul reminds us that God is not looking for people who are merely sorry for doing wrong, but for those who experience godly sorrow. Godly sorrow recognizes that we have not lived up to who God created us to be, and the Bible says it produces repentance that leads to salvation. God does not call us to feel sorry about sin—He calls us to turn from it.

Conclusion: The mission of God does not require perfection—it requires obedience. It requires eyes that see, hearts that care, mouths that speak, and lives that point to Christ. The question is not whether God has a mission. The question is whether you are willing to meet its requirements. This week, ask God to show you where He is already working—and be willing to step in. 
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