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Sermon Series: Seize the Day: Embracing a Mission with Purpose
To be used with Session 1: A Mission Full of Opportunities 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Opportunities On Every Corner
Scripture: Acts 3:1-10

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “A Mission Full of Opportunities,” this sermon supports the truth that we intersect with people who need Christ by showing that God places gospel opportunities within everyday routines. In Acts 3, Peter and John did not search for a mission field. They encountered one on their way to prayer. Their meeting with the lame man was not accidental but providential. This sermon emphasizes perception, teaching that believers often cross paths with people in need of Christ without recognizing the opportunity. The issue is not proximity but awareness. By highlighting how Peter and John noticed what others ignored, the sermon reminds the church that God intentionally positions His people where need and opportunity meet. Every intersection becomes a divine invitation to point someone to Christ.
Introduction: Have you ever missed an exit? Why did you miss it? You were not lost. You weren’t paying attention. The road didn’t change, your perception did! That is often how spiritual opportunities are missed. God places them directly in our path, but we are focused on where we are going instead of what God is doing along the way.
Acts 3 opens with Peter and John heading to the temple at a familiar hour on a familiar route. Nothing was different. Yet on that ordinary corner, God placed a divine opportunity. What others walked pass, they perceived. What seemed routine became a redemptive moment. This passage reminds us that God does not reserve opportunities for special moments. He places them on every corner of daily life—if we are willing to open your eyes and see them.

1. An Opportunity to Perceive (Acts 3:1-5)
Peter and John went up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour, which was about 3:00 p.m. The Jewish people had three established times for corporate prayer: 9:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 3:00 p.m. The ninth hour was especially significant because it coincided with the evening sacrifice. In this routine moment, God used it to create an unexpected ministry opportunity.

Because Peter and John were sensitive to those around them, they noticed a lame man who had been in this condition from birth. He sat daily at the gate called Beautiful, begging for help. Many other worshipers likely passed by him each day without a second thought. However, Peter and John perceived what others missed. They did not just see a man begging. They saw a divine appointment. According to the Law, provisions were made for the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless, and the widow through the storing of the third tithe every third year (Deut. 14:28-29). The LORD also instructed the Israelites to care for the poor within their gates, commanding them to deal generously with open hands and willing hearts. He warned them not to harbor wicked thoughts that would lead them to withhold help from those in need 
(Deut. 15:7-10).

Instead of ignoring a man in need, Peter and John engaged him. Peter fixed his eyes on the man and said, “Look at us” (Acts 3:4). Their response reminds us that ministry begins with awareness. True service starts by perceiving the opportunities God places directly in our path.

2. An Opportunity to Present His Ways (Acts 3:6-7)
In response to the man’s request, Peter and John used the opportunity afforded to them to model the ways of God. They recognized what the lame man truly needed. While giving alms would have brought temporary comfort, through the power of God, this man’s life could experience eternal change. Rather than offering silver or gold, the apostles offered him Jesus. They used the moment to present Christ. The disciples understood that healing, life change, and restoration are found in the authority of Christ. Peter declared, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk” (v.6). Their work operated by faith in Christ and they sought to exalt Him—not themselves.

Furthermore, Peter’s actions represented obedient faith. He reached out, took the man by the hand, and lifted him up before it was evident that healing had occurred. He acted before the results were visible. Through this moment, Peter and John demonstrated that God’s ways are purposeful, powerful, and restorative. It is essential for believers to pattern their ways after Christ. We must look for opportunities to display His love, compassion, and care whenever they arise—even when we are on our way to church, to work, or to play.


3. An Opportunity to Proclaim His Works (Acts 3:8-10)
The man was healed through the power of God. In response, the once-lame man leaped and praised God. He had been limited to sitting outside the temple, but now, for the first time, he was able to enter the temple. He became a visible testimony of Christ’s power working through His disciples. The very place where he once sat became a stage on which God displayed His work in his life. The place where he pleaded for help became a platform from which praise was offered to God. The work of God is undeniable when it transforms a person’s life.

Luke is meticulous in noting that “all the people saw him walking and praising God” (v. 9). They recognized him as the same man who had begged at the Beautiful Gate. This recognition is crucial, because God’s works are magnified when the contrast between a person’s former condition and present change is clearly seen. The healing removed all doubt among the people. What had taken place was unmistakably the work of God through Peter. This wonder and amazement created the opportunity for Peter to proclaim Christ. The healed man did not preach a sermon, yet his life proclaimed God’s work. His praise pointed upward, and his transformation pointed outward. God used this restored man to capture hearts and minds, proving that when He works, He also opens the door for His Word to be proclaimed.


Conclusion: When you leave this place today, you will step onto a road filled with corners: corners of conversation, corners of routine, corners of interruption. On each one, God may place a person in your path. Like Peter and John, you may be on your way to something good, even something spiritual; but God may be calling you to notice someone in need along the way.
So, here is the challenge. This week, slow down enough to see. Ask God to open your eyes to the people you normally walk past. Be willing to stop, to speak, to serve, and to point others to Christ. You may not have silver or gold, but you have what truly matters. Remember, the miracle did not begin with a sermon—it began at a corner. And God is still placing opportunities on every corner for those willing to respond.
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