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Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 7: God is Eternal
Sermon Title Possibilities: Built to Last
Scripture: Psalms 102:26-28

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “God Is: Understanding the Character of God,” this sermon reminds the church that God is eternal and that, when we trust Him, we are given a life that outlasts the life we know on earth.

Introduction: Toyota has built its reputation around a straightforward idea: reliability. In fact, they had a marketing plan[footnoteRef:2] that described their vehicles as "built to last." People buy Toyotas expecting them to go hundreds of thousands of miles, survive rough roads, and outlive trends. For some, a Toyota becomes more than a car—it becomes a symbol of dependability. You trust it to get you where you need to go, year after year. But even the best-built vehicle has a limit. No Toyota lasts forever. Parts wear out, technology changes, and rust shows up. Eventually, even what was built to last reaches its end. [2:  https://www.adsoftheworld.com/campaigns/built-to-last] 

Psalm 102 draws a clear contrast. The psalmist is honest about human weakness and the temporary nature of everything we depend on. Yet in the middle of this reality, the psalmist points to a God who does not wear out, break down, or get replaced. Generations change, creation itself ages     but God remains the same. This text invites us to trust not in what claims to last but in the One who does. Those who trust the eternal God are not anchored to what fades because they are held by what endures forever.

1. God is Extolled in Every Generation (v. 18-22)
In this Psalm, the writer pauses to remind us that what God does in one season is never meant to remain there. These verses tell us that what God does needs to be written down, remembered, and shared with the next generation. When we praise God, it is also a sort of testimony. When people who were once broken or overlooked call on God and experience deliverance, their stories become evidence of God's faithfulness. This psalm reminds us that God hears the cries of those who feel forgotten. The psalmist imagines nations and kings joining together to worship because they have seen what God can do. That vision reminds us that faith is never just personal, it is generational. When we speak honestly about how God has helped us, we are planting hope in the lives of those who come after us. 

2. God Encounters Us In Every Generation (vv. 23-25)
These verses shift the tone from praise to weakness. The psalmist admits weakness, shortened days, and uncertainty about the future. Yet even in that honesty, the psalmist recognizes that God's reign does not change. Human strength fades, but God's authority does not. God was present at the foundation of the earth and remains active as time moves forward. This means that no generation faces life alone. God encounters people in every season of history. This truth gives comfort in times when life is lifing us. Our stories are within a much larger story that God continues to shape. Even when we feel like we are running out of time, God is still in control. God's reign is not seasonal; it is enduring in every generation.

3. God Endures Through Every Generation (v. 26-28)
The psalmist closes with one of the strongest affirmations of hope in all of Scripture. Creation itself will change. Even the heavens will wear out like old clothing. Yet God remains the same. Think about it, everything we depend on eventually changes, but God does not. God's years have no end, and God's promises do not expire. The psalmist ties God's eternity to the future of God's people. The children of God will dwell securely because their lives are anchored in the eternal One. In other words, those who trust God are not left alone to face time. Their future is held by a God who outlasts history itself. When everything else fades, God remains. Those who trust the eternal God will not be lost to time; they will live with Him forever.
Conclusion: Psalm 102 reminds us that our hope is not rooted in our strength, longevity, or ability to keep things together. Generations come and go. Bodies wear down. Systems collapse. But God remains the same. He is praised in every generation, present in every generation, and enduring through every generation. That is why the psalmist ends with confidence, not despair. The future is secure because God is eternal.
So, place your trust in what lasts. When you trust the eternal God, you are no longer defined by what fades. You are anchored in what remains. Even when everything around us feels temporary, those who trust the eternal God can live with confidence; knowing that our story does not end with time but continues with Him forever.
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