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Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 6: God is Life-Giving
Sermon Title Possibilities: Because He Lives
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15: 20-22

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “God Is: Understanding the Character of God,” this sermon declares that the resurrection is infinitely important because it means that, just as Jesus lives, we too can live. That sure hope impacts how we approach each day.

Introduction: "Because He Lives" was written in 1971 by Bill and Gloria Gaither during a season of deep uncertainty in their own lives and in the life of our country. The United States was in the middle of the Vietnam War. The news was filled with assassinations, protests, and social unrest. The future felt unstable and scary. At the same time, Gloria Gaither was pregnant with their third child. She admits that she struggled with fear and anxiety about bringing a child into such a broken and unpredictable world. But out of that tension came the song.
The Gaither's weren't ignoring reality; they were wrestling with it. The turning point came as they reflected on the resurrection of Jesus. If Christ truly conquered death, then fear did not have the final word. Hope did. The lyrics became a confession of faith, "Because He lives, I can face tomorrow." Not because life is easy, but because Christ is alive.
1. Because He Lives: Death Does Not Have the Final Word (v. 20)
Paul begins by making a bold declaration: "But as it is, Christ has been raised from the dead..." (v.20). This is not symbolic language or spiritual metaphor. It is a statement of fact. In a world where death feels final and overwhelming, Paul insists that death has been interrupted. Christ is described as the "first fruits" (v.23), of those who have died, meaning that His resurrection marks the beginning of something larger. First fruits always point to what is coming next. Jesus rose as the first sign that death's hold is broken.

Why does this matter? It matters because death touches every life. It shapes our fears, our urgency, and sometimes our despair. Paul wants believers to understand that death is no longer the ultimate authority. Because Jesus lives, death no longer defines the end of the story. Grief is real, but we are not hopeless. While the resurrection does not erase loss, it does reframe it. When Christ walked out of the grave, He declared that death's power is temporary. Because He lives, death no longer gets the last word.

2. Because He Lives: What was Lost in Adam is Restored in Christ (v.21)
Paul then connects the resurrection to the larger human story. He reminds us that death did not begin randomly. Death entered through Adam. Sin stained creation, and death followed. All of us carries the weight of that reality. But Paul refuses to let Adam have the final say. Just as death came through one man, resurrection comes through another. Jesus is not just a solution to death; He is the answer to our deepest problem, which is sin.

Jesus Christ steps into the brokenness of human history and reverses its direction. What Adam introduced through disobedience, Christ overcomes through obedience. Our failures, weaknesses, and limitations are not the end of the story. Because He lives, restoration is possible. The resurrection tells us that God does not abandon what is broken; God redeems it. Christ does not bypass human pain; He transforms it. Because He lives, the damage done by sin does not have the final claim on our lives.

3. Because He Lives: Life Has Meaning Beyond the Grave (v. 22)
Paul concludes this section by expanding the promise: "For just as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive" (v.22). This verse moves us from history to hope. Resurrection is not just about Jesus; it is about us. Life in Christ extends beyond the grave. Death is not the conclusion; it is the transition. So, what we do now matters because eternity is real.

Because He lives, faith is not wasted, obedience is not pointless, and suffering is not meaningless. The resurrection assures us that God is working toward a future where life wins. This should change how we endure hardship. It should change how we serve others. And it should remind us why we remain faithful when things are hard. Because He lives, we can face tomorrow with courage. Fear does not get the final say. Despair does not define us. Life is worth living—not because circumstances are easy, but because Christ is alive, and His life guarantees ours.
Conclusion: "Because He lives, I can face tomorrow." That lyric is not just words; it is biblical. Paul wants us to know that the resurrection is not just good news for the future; it is a strength for today. Because He lives, death is defeated. Because He lives, brokenness is being restored. Because He lives, our lives have purpose, direction, and hope. The resurrection invites us to live differently. The resurrection invites us to live boldly, faithfully, and confidently, knowing that the story does not end in the grave. Life is worth the living, just because He lives.
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