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Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 5: God is Faithful
Sermon Title Possibilities: Great is Thy Faithfulness
Scripture: Deuteronomy 7:6-16

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “God Is: Understanding the Character of God,” this sermon shares the idea that to know what faithfulness looks like, we need only look to God. The Bible shows us that God never falters in what He says or promises.

Introduction: One of the most sung hymns in the church is "Great Is Thy Faithfulness." What's interesting is that the man who wrote it, Thomas Chisholm, didn't live a life filled with success, fame, or luxury. He struggled with poor health for most of his adult life, which kept him from holding steady employment or pursuing the ministry the way he had hoped. He had no dramatic miracles or sudden breakthroughs that changed his circumstances. His life was quiet, ordinary, and most often difficult.
Yet Chisholm wrote the words to this hymn not because life had been easy, but because God had been consistent. Amid uncertainty and limitations, he noticed something that never changed—God's faithfulness. Year after year, God provided what was needed. Strength for the day and hope for tomorrow. 
That same truth is at the heart of Deuteronomy 7. God reminds His people that His faithfulness is not based on their strength or success. It is rooted in His character. When everything else feels unreliable, God remains faithful.
1. God Is Faithful to His People (vv. 6–8)
God begins by reminding Israel who they are. They are not chosen because they are powerful or numerous. They are chosen because God set His love on them. This passage makes it clear that God's faithfulness to His people is rooted in grace. God did not pick Israel because of what they brought to the table; God chose them because of His own loving purpose. That matters because God's commitment to His people does not rise and fall with their success or failure. He is faithful because He has decided to be faithful. 


2. God is Faithful to His Covenant (vv. 9-11)
These verses move us from relationship to responsibility. God is not only faithful in love; He is faithful in agreement. He keeps covenant and steadfast love to a thousand generations. That language emphasizes duration and dependability. God does not abandon His covenant relationship with us. 

At the same time, God's faithfulness does not remove accountability. The covenant includes both blessing and consequence. God is faithful to reward obedience and faithful to address disobedience. Faithfulness means God will do exactly what He has said. We can rely on God's word because God never contradicts Himself or changes His mind. God's covenant faithfulness gives us confidence that God will always act in alignment with His character.

3. God's Faithfulness Demands Obedience (vv. 12-16)
God's faithfulness is not meant to produce passivity. God's faithfulness calls for a response. Because God keeps His promises, Israel is called to live differently. While obedience is not a way to earn God's faithfulness, it is a response to it. God promises protection, provision, health, and blessing, not as manipulation, but as assurance. When we trust God's faithfulness, obedience becomes an act of gratitude rather than an obligation. When God proves faithful again and again, the appropriate response is commitment. Faithfulness received should lead to faithfulness reflected. 

Conclusion: Deuteronomy 7 reminds us that God's faithfulness is steady in a world full of broken promises. God is faithful to His people, faithful to His covenant, and faithful in the way He calls us to live. The question is not whether God will keep His word because He already has. The question is how we will respond. When we trust God's faithfulness, we are freed from cynicism and fear. We learn to live with confidence, obedience, and hope. God has never failed His people, and He will not start now. Great is His faithfulness.
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