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Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 3: God is Just
Sermon Title Possibilities: When You Have Nothing to Hide
Scripture: Psalm 7:1-5

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “God Is: Understanding the Character of God,” this sermon centers on the theological truth that God is just. We are called to understand the justice of God against the injustices of this world. 
Introduction: In the movie Just Mercy, based on real events, Walter McMillian, an African American man in Alabama, was wrongly convicted of murder and sentenced to death. There was no physical evidence tying him to the crime, and multiple witnesses placed him elsewhere at the time it occurred. Still, he was convicted. For years, the justice system said he was guilty, even when the facts didn't line up. It wasn't until lawyer Bryan Stevenson kept pushing for the truth that Walter was finally exonerated and released.
Stories like this remind us of something uncomfortable but real: human systems of justice can get it wrong. We know too often that bias, fear, pressure, profiling, racism, and power can twist outcomes. Psalm 7 speaks into that reality. David understands that people can falsely accuse and that systems can fail. That's why he doesn't place his hope in human judgment. He turns to God. Because God is righteous, God alone can establish justice—and that makes all the difference when the truth is on the line.
1. God is the Only Safe Place When Justice is Threatened (v. 1)
Because God is righteous, David knows exactly where to go when his life and reputation are under threat. He doesn't run to public opinion, power, or self-defense. He runs to God for refuge. David understands something we often forget; human systems, even when they mean well; can be uneven, emotional, and incomplete. People judge based on limited information, personal bias, and pressure. God does not. God sees the whole picture. God knows the truth before it is spoken and after it is twisted.

2. God Takes Threats Seriously Because Justice Matters (v. 2)
David does not downplay the danger he is facing. However, he understands that God's justice is real. He names the threat plainly. Many threats or injustices are spoken euphemistically, as if they don't exist. David knows that righteousness does not ignore harm or minimize wrongdoing. A just God does not ask us to be silent about what is happening; God invites honesty. That matters in a time like ours, when injustice often feels constant and overwhelming. We live in a world where violence is normalized, truth is questioned, and systems that are supposed to protect people sometimes fail them. Too often, suffering is explained away or treated as collateral damage. When we name injustice honestly before a righteous God, we are not being faithless; we are trusting that God's justice is strong enough to handle the truth and committed enough to act.

3. God's Righteousness Calls for Self-Examination (vv. 3-4)
David does something many are unwilling to do, look at the man in the mirror. David is willing to be searched. Instead of assuming he is right, David asks God to examine his actions. But that kind of honesty only happens when you trust the judge's character. Before we demand justice from the outside, we should ask whether we have contributed to the problem. David names specific possibilities—violence, betrayal, harm—because righteousness requires clarity. In a culture that rushes to defend itself, this text teaches restraint and reflection. Justice begins with truth, and truth begins with self-examination. When we invite God to search us, we move from defensiveness to integrity and from accusation to accountability.

4. God's Justice is Based on His Integrity (v. 5)
Because God is righteous, David is willing to accept the outcome. In verse 5, David makes a bold statement—if he is guilty, he is willing to face the consequences. David trusts that a righteous God will judge fairly, without favoritism or distortion. He would rather live with the truth than protect a false image. This is a hard word for a culture that values appearance over integrity. We are often more concerned with how things look than with what is right. But justice is not about winning the argument or controlling the narrative; it is about standing honestly before God. Practically, this means owning our mistakes instead of hiding them, making things right when we have caused harm, and trusting God with the results. 

Conclusion: Psalm 7 reminds us that because God is righteous, justice does not depend on power, popularity, or perception – it depends on truth. David shows us what it looks like to live with nothing to hide by running to God, telling the truth about danger, inviting self-examination, and trusting God with the outcome. This kind of faith does not deny pain, ignore wrongdoing, or protect image at the expense of integrity. Instead, it places everything in the hands of a righteous God. When we believe that God alone establishes justice, we can let go of the need to defend ourselves at all costs. We can tell the truth, accept accountability, and stand firm even when the process is slow. Justice may not come quickly, but with God it will come rightly. And that is enough to keep us faithful, honest, and hopeful.
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