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Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 1: God is Holy
Sermon Title Possibilities: When Holy Voices Cry Out
Scripture: Psalms 99:6-8

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study "God Is: Understanding the Character of God," this sermon calls the church to reclaim intercessory leadership—leaders who pray before they act, seek God before they speak, and are willing to bear the weight of the people before God. When faithful voices cry out, heaven still responds.
[bookmark: _Int_in1tUC0s]Introduction: U.S. Representative John Lewis said that “If you see something that is not right, not fair, not just, you have a moral obligation to do something about it.” Lewis suggested that what moves history forward are not passive observers, but courageous leaders willing to stand in the gap. Psalm 99:6–8 places us in that sacred tradition. It calls our attention to Moses, Aaron, and Samuel—leaders who did not simply manage people but interceded for them. These leaders called on the Lord in moments of crisis. And the text testifies that the holy God answered them.

1. Faithful Leaders Who Called on the Lord (v.6)
Moses, Aaron, and Samuel are named not for their positions but for their posture. They were leaders who called on the Lord. Leadership in this text is rooted in prayerful dependence, not authority alone. These three stood as intercessors, mediators between God and the people, reminding us that faithful leadership begins on its knees.

2. Faithful Leaders Who Committed to the Lord (v.7) 
"They kept his decrees and the statutes he gave them." Prayer and obedience are inseparable. Our relationship with God is sustained through covenantal living. As Jesus said in Luke 6:46, "Why do you call me 'Lord, Lord,' and don't do the things I say?" we must live in faithful obedience to the Word of God.

3. Faithful Forgiveness Without Denial of Justice (v.8)
Imagine sitting in a courtroom where the verdict has already been announced, yet someone steps forward—not to deny the guilt, but to plead for mercy and transformation. That is what Moses, Aaron, and Samuel did. They did not excuse their people's failures; they stood in the gap and trusted the character of God. And the holy God responded. He did not respond with silence, or with destruction, but with forgiveness shaped by truth.

Conclusion: Here is the challenge for us: stop waiting for perfect leaders and become faithful intercessors. This text does not ask us to be flawless or perfect. Moses, Aaron, and Samuel were not perfect. The text calls for us to be available. Who is God calling you to stand in the gap for? Your family? Your church? Your community? This nation? Our country is trembling under injustice, division, and despair, not because God has stopped speaking, but because too few are calling. When faithful voices cry out, heaven still responds. And God is waiting for someone willing to stand in the gap.
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