Sermon Series: God Is: Understanding the Character of God
To be used with Session 1: God is Holy

Sermon Title Possibilities: God is Set Apart as the One True God. Our response to His holiness includes worship and service.

Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study "God Is: Understanding the Character of God," this sermon calls the church to bow before our holy God in worship and to respond to His call to serve Him.
Introduction: Why This Study Is Important:
The world is overrun with religions, philosophies, and personal opinions regarding the nature and character of God. Left to our own devices, we typically make God in our own image and make Him into the kind of God we want. We are not left to figure God out on our own. Through the Bible, God has revealed Himself to us. Through the revelation of Scripture—and His ultimate revelation through Jesus Christ—we can see exactly who God is. Today we focus on the holiness of God. When we see Him, we are drawn to worship Him.

Session: 1
Date of First Use: March 1, 2026
Title: God Is Holy

The Point: God is set apart from everything else and deserves our worship.

Life Connection: Every culture has some religious element, but each culture makes God in its own image. That god tends not to be too different from the people who worship it; there is nothing unique about their god. We desperately need a God who is beyond us and beyond our ability to fully explain or understand. That God has revealed Himself. He is holy—completely separate from His creation—yet He calls us to know Him and walk with Him. 

Session Passage: Psalm 99:1-9

Sermon Passage: Isaiah 6:1-8

Introduction: When we think about the phrase “God is holy,” we tend to immediately focus on God as perfect, moral, without spot or blemish. While all of that is true, we often neglect another aspect of the word holy. Holy can also be defined “to be set apart.” An example of this from the Old Testament would be the utensils used in the temple in the worship of God. These objects were designated or set apart for the purpose of being used only in worship. These were different from every day or ordinary vessels because of their purpose. When we understand that God is holy because He is set apart, He is unique, He is different from from us, we have a more wholistic perspective of this attribute of God.

Note: In each of these Scripture divisions, point to how we are to respond to the holiness of God: We are to worship Him.

1. Isaiah 6:1-4. God is set apart in His greatness.
In this scene, Isaiah saw the Lord seated on a throne and His glory was filling the temple. Angelic beings were present, worshiping the God by proclaiming these words:
	
	“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Armies;
	his glory fills the whole earth.” (6:3).

In this context of worship, God is lifted up, exalted as the One who is worthy of worship. This is what we do when we worship God. He is set apart and exalted as the great and awesome God who is worthy of our worship.

2. Isaiah 6:5-7. God is Holy and we are not.

When Isaiah experiences this magnificent moment of worship, he immediately recognizes that God is holy and that he is not. His sinfulness comes to the forefront of his mind. He realizes that he is not worthy to be in God’s presence because of his sin. He echo’s the prayer of David in Psalm 51:

	1 Be gracious to me, God,
	according to your faithful love;
	according to your abundant compassion,
	blot out my rebellion.
	2 Completely wash away my guilt
	and cleanse me from my sin.
	3 For I am conscious of my rebellion,
	And my sin is always before me.
	4 Against you ​— ​you alone ​— ​I have sinned
	and done this evil in your sight.
	So you are right when you pass sentence;
	you are blameless when you judge.
	5 Indeed, I was guilty when I was born;
	I was sinful when my mother conceived me. -- Psalm 51:1-5 (CSB)

God is set apart in His justice (Psalm 99:4-5). Yet He forgives us of our sins. Isaiah experiences God’s grace as his “iniquity is removed and his sin is atoned for (Isaiah 6:7). We are forgiven when we recognize our sinfulness and receive God’s forgiveness by placing our faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior.

3. Isaiah 6:8. God sets us apart to serve Him.
	Isaiah experienced a moment of worship in the presence of God that changed him 	forever. In God’s presence he recognized his sin. He received God’s forgiveness. Then he 	heard the Lord speaking to him:
		Then I heard the voice of the Lord asking:
		Who will I send?
		Who will go for us?
		I said: Here I am. Send me. -- Isaiah 6:8 (CSB)
	When Isaiah heard God call to him his immediate response was to say “Yes, I’ll go. Send 	me.” Before Isaiah knew the task that God had for him, he said “yes.” 
	When we come into God’s presence in worship, we recognize that He is a great and 	awesome God. We recognize that He is holy and that we are not, that we are sinners and 	need cleansing. By His grace we experience forgiveness. When He invites us to join Him 	in His work, our response needs to be that we follow the example of Isaiah: I’ll go, here 	am I, send me.


