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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 3: When Your Understanding Falls Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: Instrument in the Redeemer’s Hands 
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” God shows Mary that she is the one that will give birth to the Messiah, the savior of the world. 

Introduction: Looking at the history of America, we see several men and women who have been used to bring about change in this country. Men and women like Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Harriet Tubman. Looking at their stories, each one of them felt inadequate for the task that was given to them. They were not looking to be used in the way that they were used. Their story is like Mary, the mother of Jesus’s story. She was just an ordinary woman who loved God, but God had a supernatural calling on her life. She was not looking to be used by God in this way, but God’s will is what ultimately stood.

1. A Divine Appointment (Luke 1:26-30)

The angel (a messenger) Gabriel was sent to deliver a message to Mary (vs. 28) that she had favor from God, and that the Lord is with her. We see that Mary was greatly troubled and tried to discern what kind of message this was. She was trying to comprehend, “Why me?!” William Arnt defines this word “favor” when he writes, “To cause to be the recipient of a benefit, bestow favor on, favor highly, bless.[footnoteRef:1]  This favor is not based on merit, but only on God’s grace. God is gracious to show His favor to Mary, not for her glory, but for His glory. We also cannot comprehend God’s grace towards us. We too must understand that God has a divine appointment for us, just as He had for Mary. This divine appointment from God must not cause Mary or us to fear, but it should cause us to fix our eyes on the God who shows favor. He is an on time God. [1:  William Arndt et al., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 1081.
] 


2. A Divine Assignment (Luke 1:31-34)

The message from Gabriel (vs. 31) brings more confusion. Gabriel said, “You will conceive in your womb and bear a son.” Mary has what Henry Blackaby calls a “crisis of belief.” He said, “God’s invitation for you to work with Him always leads you to a crisis of belief that requires faith and action.”[footnoteRef:2] Mary’s comprehension is that she is a virgin (vs. 34). She has never had sexual relations with a man. So, how can she give birth to a son?  Again, Mary must not trust what she can comprehend, but trust the God of the message, the God that promised (vs. 32-33), “that she will bear a son. This son will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give Him the throne of his father David, and that he will reign over the house of Jacob forever.” Mary must take God at His word and so should we! Spurgeon said, “The providence of God is the great protector of our life and usefulness, and under the divine care we are perfectly safe from danger.”[footnoteRef:3] Mary must look to this providential God who cares for and has a plan her life. This providential God has a divine assignment for us too.  [2:  https://www.lifeway.com/en/articles/7-realities-of-experiencing-god 
]  [3:  Essential Works of Charles Spurgeon (ed. Barbour Publishing, 2009) - ISBN: 9781607423256
] 


3. A Divine Power (Luke 1:35-38)

The angel Gabriel answered Mary’s question as to how she will conceive. Gabriel said, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (vs. 35). The Holy Spirit will be the one to perform this miracle. The miracle of the virgin birth, or sometimes called the immaculate conception, is foundational to Christianity. What we believe about the virgin birth shapes what we believe about the God of the Bible. This God promised that he would send forth a son through the seed of Abraham (Genesis 12). This seed will be Savior of the world. To deny the virgin birth would be to deny the resurrection. Irenaeus said, “If one does not accept the Son of God’s birth from a Virgin, how can he accept His resurrection from the dead?”[footnoteRef:4] What Mary believed about the virgin birth will shape what she believed about His resurrection. This news of a Savior coming was not foreign news to Mary. What was foreign was that he would come forth through her womb! Mary must understand that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the same God that is at work in her womb and Elizabeth’s (vs. 36). She must understand that it is not her plan or power but the Holy Spirit’s plan and power! The Spirit will lead you into the way of the cross, as He led Jesus to the cross, and that is definitely not a safe or pretty or comfortable place to be. The Holy Spirit of God will mold you into the person you were made to be.”[footnoteRef:5] By the power of the Holy Spirit he molded Mary into the person she was supposed to be and he is doing the same with us today. He has power and authority to do all things, and we must submit to 
His authority [4:  Irenaeus, Dem. 38. Translation from On the Apostolic Preaching, trans. and ed John Behr, Popular Patristics Series 17 (Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 1997), 64.
]  [5:  Francis Chan (2009). “Forgotten God: Reversing Our Tragic Neglect of the Holy Spirit”, p.50, David C Cook] 


Conclusion: This divine assignment that Mary had to carry the Messiah in her womb is different than our assignment in a physical sense.  We too must carry the Messiah with us and share Him to a lost and dying world, so that they too may experience the Prince of Peace’s presence and power. We do it knowing that we are not special, but God’s favor is set upon us; a favor that is given so that the world may experience His glory. Yes, God wants to show His power to use ordinary people like us. We are instruments in the redeemer’s hands! Would you take Him at 
His word?
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