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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 4: When Your Provisions Fall Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: “He’s All I Need” 
Scripture: 1 Kings 17:5-16

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” Elijah’s faith helps us not put limits on our limitless God. It also helps us see the importance of depending on this limitless God. 

Introduction: Dottie Peoples wrote a song titled: “On Time God.”  She wrote, 

“He's an on time God, yes he is (oh oh oh)
On time God, yes he is
Job said
He may not come when you want him
But he'll
Be there right on time
I'll tell you
He's an on time God, yes he is”[footnoteRef:1] 

We see that she had a big God theology. She believed that God was a God whose providence and provision was a reality. Her words point us to what God is teaching in 1 Kings 17:5-16. That is, our God is always on time to provide what we need. [1:  https://genius.com/Dottie-peoples-on-time-god-lyrics 
] 


1. God’s Provision in an Unexpected Place (1 King 17:5-7).

Here in verse one, the context shows us that Elijah predicts a drought which is ordained by God as he communicates with Ahab. Iain Provan speaks to this when he said, “In Canaanite religion, Baal had authority over rain and fertility. The absence of rain meant the absence of Baal, who must periodically submit to the god of death Mot (during the dry season), only to be revived at a later date and once again water the earth (during the rainy season). This cyclical and polytheistic view of reality is the focus of Elijah’s challenges.”[footnoteRef:2] Elijah’s challenge here is a set up to call him to look away from what he sees and to listen to what God said. God told Elijah to depart and turn eastward and hide yourself by the brook of Cherith (vs. 3). The Lord promised that he would provide water and food (vs. 4). Cherith was a place where there was not much food supply, but Elijah obeyed God and lived by the brook Cherith.  In order to obey God’s command, he had to have faith in the God of the command. Tony Evans said, “Faith is acting like it is so, even when it’s not so, in order that it may be so, simply because God said so.”[footnoteRef:3] This is the same kind of faith that we must possess. When we take God at His Word, we see that He keeps His Word.  He provided food in famished places as God promised (vs. 4) that He would provide food through the ravens. He kept His word (vs. 6) and the ravens brough him bread and food.  We must not look to a place for our provision, but we must look to a promise of God.  [2:  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 632.
]  [3:  https://tonyevans.org/what-is-faith/
] 


2. God’s provision through an unexpected person (1 King 17:8-12). 

God calls Elijah again but this time it was for him to go Zarephath. God wanted to show his provision again to Elijah.  Simon DeVries speaks to this call on Elijah to go. He said, “Yahweh directs Elijah to leave Israelite territory and travel to Zarephath, on the Mediterranean about seven miles south of Sidon, where he promises that a widow woman (the poorest of all society) will feed him. What he sees when he arrives there is in every way a challenge to faith.”[footnoteRef:4] Leaving Israelite territory could bring many problems. But God’s power, presence, and provision is not limited to location. Elijah rose and went in faith to Zarephath and upon his arrival (vs.10-12) he saw a poor widow with water and preparing food. The fact that she was food is a testament of God power, presence, and provision. God can bring forth a drought, and he can also provide in a drought through an unexpected person. Elijah had to look beyond what he saw. He again had to obey what God said.  He asked her for the water and for the food. We must not look down on the person that God has fixed for our provision. This should move us to have thankful hearts toward God for keeping his promise to provide. He can even use a poor widow with handful of flour in a jar, and a little oil in a jug! Elijah had to believe God by looking beyond a person to provide. He had to remember the Word of God. We too must order our steps in his word.  [4:  Simon J. DeVries, 1 Kings, 2nd ed, vol. 12, Word Biblical Commentary (Dallas: Word, Inc, 2003), 216–217.] 


3. God’s provision extends to all peoples (1 King 17:13-16)

God’s call on Elijah’s life and placing his faith in Him should cause others to place their faith in him too. We see this (vs. 13) when Elijah told the widow not to fear. Context shows that Elijah could say this to her because he too had to not fear when God called him to Cherith and Zarephath. As God showed his provision in an unexpected place and an unexpected person, he could encourage her. It is said that we have been blessed to be a blessing. God showed his faithfulness to Elijah not only for him to witness the power, presence, and provision of God but also for this poor widow to witness it as well. She had to trust that as she gave the food to Elijah that God would provide for her and her son’s needs too. Elijah told her (vs. 14) that God would provide. As a result of her obedience (vs. 15) God provided for her and her household for many days. God is a promise keeper not a promise breaker. The food nor the oil dried up, but God showed up and revealed his power. He did not do it so that Elijah would be praised, but he did it so that he would be praised. We must walk in faith as Elijah walked in faith. On the other side of our obedience his provision is seen as others obey him.

Conclusion: Thomas Chisholm wrote the famous hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” It’s as if he was reading 1 Kings 17 when he wrote this hymn. Chisholm’s words rang true in his day, Elijah’s day, and even today. Chisholm wrote, 

“Great is thy faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies I see
All I have needed thy hand hath provided
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me”[footnoteRef:5]  [5:  https://lyricsandverses.com/song/great-is-thy-faithfulness-traditional-hymn/] 


God has shown His faithfulness and provision for those who were before us, He shows His faithfulness to us and will show it those who after us. He does it not only show His care for us physically, but He does it ultimately to point us to provision that He has provided for us all spiritually. This is when we realize that He is the limitless God and that He is all that we need!
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