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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 5: When Your Finances Fall Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: “He’s Enough”
Scripture: Luke 12:13-21; 21:1-4
Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” Six out of ten Americans believe money can buy happiness. There’s no true security or contentment in these things that do not last. God offers us something more secure and comforting—and its eternal. Luke helps us see that the only thing that will satisfy is having Christ as the true treasure. 

Introduction: In recent college football news, the LSU Tigers football program fired their coach, Brian Kelly. Upon their firing, he is owed a buyout of $53.3 million. There has been much speculation as to why they fired him, especially because he has won over 70% of his games. One thing that is not debated is that college football has become a “win now” mentality. With the new Name Image and Likeness (NIL) deal, top money givers are paying for players and with these gifts they are demanding immediate success. You must win today because there will be no tomorrow! A $53.3 million buyout shows us that college football programs are willing to do whatever it takes to win. James Franklin’s $49 million buyout after being fired from Penn State is a testament to this. Unfortunately, we are seeing this in churches; demands of immediate growth in the church or the pastor gets fired. Some churches have adopted a prosperity gospel that teaches primarily about the financial prosperity that God brings his people. This is what we see as we look at the Parable of the Rich Fool and the Widow’s Mite.


1. Forsake Gold and Self (Luke 12:13-15).

Enough is enough when enough satisfies. Unfortunately, enough is never enough when it is focused on self. Someone in the crowd calls out to Jesus with a need and asks Jesus to tell his brother to divide his inheritance. The surrounding context of Jesus’s teaching about covetousness leads us to believe that this man did not have a need but truly wanted to feed his greed. This is similar to what is being taught in some churches today. Instead of forsaking self, preachers are promoting themselves. This leads to a consumeristic Christ follower. Christ told his disciples to take care or be on guard against this (vs. 15). God’s people must take care or be on guard against coveting what others have. To “take care” is action that the believer must continually pursue. This is a “command” from Jesus, it is not an “option.” To be “on guard” is a command. God’s people must put in the work to forsake self.  We must die to our selfish desires daily. Our pursuit must not towards our possessions, but towards the One who possesses us! Christ gives a stern warning here to guard our hearts.  

 2. Focus on Glory for the Savior (Luke 12:16-20). 

Jesus told His disciples a parable of the rich fool. The land of the rich produced much, so much that he had nowhere to store his crops. So, he thought that it was wise to tear down his barns so that he may build larger ones to store up his possessions. This farmer is focused on himself and what he has. Ten times he shares the pronoun “I” or “me.” His life is solely fixed on himself. He wants to eat, drink, and be merry. This is exactly what is being taught today; build bigger barns so that you can have more possessions and this will allow you to eat, drink and be merry! God is warning against this life’s pursuit. He calls the rich man a fool because he laid up for himself treasures on this earth and not treasures in Christ (vs. 20-21). William Carey said, “What is there in the whole earth worth living for but the glory of God and the salvation of souls. I’m not afraid of failure; I’m afraid of succeeding at things that don’t matter.”[footnoteRef:1] Instead of looking to gain riches for self we must live our lives for the glory of a Savior. John Piper said, “My joy grows with every soul that seeks the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Remember, you have one life. That’s all. You were made for God. Don’t waste it.”[footnoteRef:2] A life that is lived for self is a wasted life! [1:  https://www.globalfrontiermissions.org/william-carey-the-father-of-modern-missions-and-his-legacy-in-india
]  [2:  John Piper Don’t Waste Your Life 
] 


3. Focus on the Gift Giver (Luke 21:1-4). 

Christ is looking for the one whose heart is completely surrendered to him. Luke helps us see a heart that is totally surrendered to him and he helps us see hearts that are fixed on self. Jesus was looking and he saw the rich putting money into the offering box, and he saw a poor widow putting money in as well (vs. 1). He helps us see the motives of those who were rich as they gave to be seen, but the poor widow gave sacrificially. They gave out of their abundance, but she gave out of her poverty. Their motives were wrong; her motives were pure. They gave plenty; she gave a penny. They gave haughty; she gave until it hurt. The rich gave half-heartedly; she gave whole-heartedly. Her gift teaches God’s people that she possessed something far more valuable than money; she possessed Christ. We too must be people who focus on the gift giver, Christ Himself. Jesus plus nothing equals everything!

Conclusion: In a world focused on Name, Image, and Likeness, God’s people must be people focused on something else. God’s people are not focused on glory for their names, but they are focused on the name that is above every name. The name that “every knee will bow, and every tongue will confess that He is Lord” (Phil. 2:10). One day the world will wish they liked Him and not themselves. So, we must not be “I” and “Me” people, but “HIM” people. We must focus on Christ and His glory. C.T. Studd said, “There is only one life that will soon be past and only what is done for Christ will last.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://reasonsforhopejesus.com/only-one-life-twill-soon-be-past-by-c-t-studd-1860-1931/] 
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