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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 1: When Your Faith Falls Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: “The Impossible Is Possible” 
Scripture: Matthew 17:14-20

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” It helps us understand that we cannot depend on our own strength to do God’s work, but we must place our faith in the God who became flesh and watch him do great work through us.

Introduction: Michael Jordan (MJ) is considered to many as the greatest basketball player to ever play the game. He took the league by storm when he entered the NBA. Over the years, he won the rookie of the year and made the All-Star team. Unfortunately, with all his success in his early years, he failed to win a championship. He never could beat the bad boy Pistons; they defeated him and the Chicago Bulls every time they played. MJ and the Bulls needed help! They needed a new coach. Eventually, Phil Jackson took over as head coach and as they placed their faith in this new coach and his system of coaching, they would soon beat the bad boy Pistons after four years of defeat. They had to stop depending on their own talent to win and place their faith in the coach. This is the same thing we see in the book of Matthew when the disciples were depending on their own strength to heal a demon possessed boy. They could not heal the boy because they were trying to heal in their own strength and not placing their faith in Jesus who has the power to heal all things. 

1. When Your Faith Falls Short (Matthew 17:14-16).

This pericope shows us the failure of the disciples because of their lack of faith. A father was in desperate need of healing for his demon possessed son. His posture reveals his faith but also points us to the overall point that Jesus makes. He knelt before Jesus and cried out for the Lord to have mercy on his son. His desperate cry shows his love for his son and his faith that Jesus could heal. Unfortunately, he had already sought healing from the disciples, but they could not heal his son. The man said, “And I brought him to your disciples, and they could not heal” (vs.16).

Jesus was the man’s last resort, but truthfully Jesus is his only resort! The man’s faith (vs.14-15) was desperate, but the disciple’s faith at times seemed dead. His faith was deliberate, and their faith was diluted by looking to their own strength. God shows his glory to those whose faith is dependent upon him, not for those whose faith at times takes a detour from him. The disciples were trying to heal in their own strength, but the man looks to the God-man for healing. This is very unfortunate because the context shows us that Peter, James, and John had just experienced His glory as Christ was transfigured before their very eyes. They are to continue to grow in their faith. 

2. See God Working Around You (Matthew 17:17-18).

Jesus’ words in (vs.17) were very strong when he said, “O faithless and twisted generation.” His patience seemed to run out here on both the crowd and the disciples. As was stated above, God had been at work as they saw Christ transfigured before their very eyes and performed a number of miracles, but they at times still lacked faith. The kind of faith that Jesus seeks is a faith that is fully fixed on him as the Messiah; but they at times are forgetting Him! In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” The crowd is twisting this truth, so Jesus again reveals his power and his glory in (vs. 17-18). He rebukes the demon and immediately the boy was healed. We must fix our faith to be continually fixed on the God who has always been at work around us. Despite Israel’s and the disciple’s failures, God wanted them to remember to place their faith fully in the God who will 
never fail. 

3. Start with Mustard Seed Faith (Matthew 17:19-20).

The disciples came to Jesus in verse 19 and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” They are clueless to their lack of faith. Christ wanted them to remember that it’s not about “WE” but “ME.” That is, the power to heal does not come from man but the Messiah. The One who has come to save mankind from sins and to make all things new. This shows the disciples, the crowd, and even us today that it is not about how much faith we have but who we have faith in. Jesus, the true Messiah, brings immediate healing and deserves all the glory. He is able to do far more than we can ask or think. 

Conclusion: When failure happens, we must stop looking to do things in our own strength. Instead, we must place our faith in the God who has demonstrated his power and promises that he will never leave us nor forsake us. It only takes a little faith in a big God for Him to move mountains.    
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