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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 6: When Your Confidence Falls Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Never Give Up”
Scripture: 1 John 3:21–4:6
Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” It helps us look to the victorious Savior who is Christ, and it causes the believer to walk in confidence because of Christ.

Introduction: Jimmy Valvano was the famous basketball coach of the North Carolina State Wolfpack where his team won the national championship in 1983. He may be known more for his Espy speech ten years later in 1993. He was giving a speech to bring awareness to the V Foundation for Cancer Research.  In that speech Jimmy V said, “never give up.” These words resonated with the audience then and it resonates with the audience today. He was speaking about his battle with cancer and others who were battling this horrible disease. Unfortunately, he lost his battle to cancer on April 28, 1993, but he never gave up as he battled cancer. Jimmy V lost his battle, but his words and legacy still live today. Just as he won the National Championship in 1983, there are many who are winning the battle with cancer because of the money that the Jimmy V foundation has raised for cancer research. Jimmy V’s words must not only resonate with those who are battling cancer, but also those who are battling Satan. John encourages the believer to recognize Satan and his tactics and to remember that we have a power in us greater than the power who is in the world. So, we too must not give up.  


1. Remembering Whose We are Brings Confidence to Live for Christ (1 John 3:21-24).

John uses the word “beloved” as a term of endearment. He wants these believers to know that he loves them and that God’s love is what allows them to live confidently in Christ. The context explains that our hearts will condemn us at times because we are not perfect people (vs. 19-20). God is greater than our hearts and he is the one that brings confidence to the believer. It is Christ who causes us to love in deed and in truth. Christ, who is truth, is in our hearts.  He is greater than our sin (vs. 23). Our confidence does not come through what we do but what Christ did. It is Christ’s work in us that pushed us to obey his commandments. Our conscience is clean, we are not condemned, and we are confident because we belong to him. We are covered by His blood! Christ’s work causes us to work! We do not work for our salvation, but we work from our salvation. It is the finished work of Christ that causes us to abide in Christ. The love and good deeds that we practice is accredited to the love of Christ and the Holy Spirit that indwells us. So, it is imperative that the believer must not give up. Why? Because Christ was raised up. This is our hope and peace!


2. Remembering the Right Confession Brings Confidence to Live for Christ 
(1 John 4:1-3).

John gives a command to the people of God to test the spirits (vs. 1). We are to test the spirits because there are those who claim to know Christ, but they are false teachers. Karen H. Jobes speaks about this when she said, “This move suggests that one of the issues with which he is dealing in this letter is the problem of professing Christians who claim to have the Spirit, but who speak and act in ways that John knows are not of God.[footnoteRef:1] The litmus test of true saving faith is ones confession of Christ as one sent from God (vs. 3). This confession of the Lordship of Christ brings confidence to live for Christ. C.S. Lewis said, “A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.”[footnoteRef:2] If Christ is not Lord of all then He is not Lord at all. The evidence of him being Lord of one’s life is based on the confession that he is Lord of all. This right confession brings confidence to the believer to live for Christ. The one who does not confess Jesus as Lord is a lunatic, he is the antichrist.  But thanks be to God; greater is He that lives in us than he who lives in the world.  [1:  Karen H. Jobes, 1, 2, & 3 John, ed. Clinton E. Arnold, Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), 176.
]  [2:  https://graceonlinelibrary.org/blog/jesus-was-not-a-great-moral-teacher-c-s-lewis/
] 


3. Remembering Who Won the Victory Brings Confidence to live for Christ 
(1 John 4:4-6).

John uses the term little children because he is speaking about those who are new in Christ 
(vs. 4). He is trying to encourage them that they are from God. False teachers had crept into the church causing these new believers to lose their confidence in Christ. John is encouraging these new believers that although the antichrist is in the world and is seeking to cause confusion, the believer must not be confused but can be confident. This confidence is found because of the One who indwells us. False teachers are roaming around us, but we must not fear because Christ is inside us. He has overcome the world by defeating death hell and the grave. Robert Lowery wrote: 

“Up from the grave He arose, 
With a mighty triumph o'er His foes, 
He arose a Victor from the dark domain, 
And He lives forever, 
With His saints to reign. 
He arose! He arose! 
Hallelujah! Christ arose!”[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  https://gccsatx.com/hymns/up-from-the-grave-he-arose/
] 


He conquered the grave therefore God’s people can be confident as they live for Christ. They speak the things of the world because they are of this world, but our confidence does not come through what they say, but what God says (vs. 6). Our ears are fixed on His voice; the voice that said that it was finished! The finished work of Christ is what brings victory for the believer. As a result of His victory, we do not fight for victory, but from victory! So, let us fight from victory and live confidently in Christ.

Conclusion: John wants God’s people to place their confidence in the one who possesses them, who confesses Him, and who won the victory!  E.M. Bartlett summarizes John’s words when he wrote: 

“I heard an old, old story how a Savior came from glory, 
How He gave His life on Calvary to save a wretch like me; 
I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood's atoning, 
Then I repented of my sins and won the victory 

O victory in Jesus, my Savior, forever! 
He sought me and bought me with His redeeming blood; 
He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him. 
He plunged me to victory beneath the cleansing flood.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.gettymusic.com/fhotm-january25
] 


God’s people can have confidence because the victory belongs to the Lord. We are His. He lives inside of us. Because He won, we win. So, lets fight from victory!
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