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Sermon Series: Limited Resources, Limitless God
To be used with Session 2: When Your Circumstances Fall Short
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Joy and Pain”  
Scripture: 2 Corinthians1:8-10; 12:6-10

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible Study “Limited Resources, Limitless God.” Christians learn quickly that following Jesus does not lead to or guarantee a life of ease. While we may wonder why God is not removing our difficulties or blessing us with pleasant circumstances, God does promise us one thing – His presence. Paul helps us see that God uses hard things in our lives to help us depend on Him.

Introduction: “Joy and pain are like sunshine and rain.” These lyrics were written by music artists Frankie, Beverly, and Maze. Joy and pain are one and the same. They wrote this song to speak about the good and the bad times in relationships. This is the same thing that happens in life; there are good and bad times. There is joy and there is pain. This is what the Apostle Paul is teaching the church of Corinth as he has joy, even in pain, because God’s strength is seen the most in pain.

1. Pain pushes us to praise Christ (2 Corinthians 1:8-10).

Paul pours his heart out to the church of Corith in (vs. 8-9) as he shares about the pain that he and others endured. Pain that was beyond their strength, pain that felt like death. Fortunately, the context brings hope even in pain. He said in (vs. 3-4) “3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.” Paul helps us gain a better perspective of the pain that we experience. There is a God who is present in pain, and he comforts us in our pain. The context calls us to bless Christ because he is the one who can bring comfort in affliction. This comfort that we experience must not be hoarded, but we are comforted so that we can comfort others. This is exactly what Paul does in (vs. 8-10). His ultimate desire is for the Corinthian church to be comforted and that only happens when they have a big God theology. That is, even in pain God is still at work. They too must praise Him even in pain and our pain should push us to praise Christ today. 

2. Pain pushes us to depend on Christ (2 Corinthians 12:6-8).

Paul’s heart’s desire is not to boast in himself, nor is it for the Corinthian church to boast in him (vs. 6), but he says something that is contrary to the human mind in (vs. 5). Paul said, “I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.” The world pushes us to hide our weaknesses, but Paul said he boasts in his weakness. The reason why is that Paul understands the purpose of the thorn, the thorn was to keep him from being conceded. Therefore, it humbled him (vs. 7). Paul asked the Lord three times (vs. 8) to take away this thorn. There has been much debate seeking to explain what this thorn was. The text does not give this answer, but it points us to the One who is the answer, Christ. God allows thorns in our lives to bring humility and dependence on him. Pain pushes us to depend on Christ. The joy for the Christian does not come from praise and applause from man, but to know the presence of the God-man is with us even in pain.

3. Pain pushes us to see the power of Christ (2 Corinthians 12: 9-10).

What seemed to be an unanswered prayer to Paul turned out to be an answer to prayer. What seemed to be silence was really God shouting. Paul experienced the power of God through his weakness (vs. 9). This weakness pushed Paul to be dependent on Christ; a dependence that may not have come if he did not have this weakness. This weakness not only pushes Paul to depend on Christ, but it also helped him see the power of Christ. Because of God’s grace, Paul witnessed the power of God in his weakness. In turn, pain was a gift for Paul. God’s grace was revealed through pain. This is where we truly see joy in pain. It really is like sunshine and rain! Amidst the pain and the rain, the Son is still shining. He is working all things out for our good and for his glory. Paul witnessed His power and the Corinthian church witnessed his power. God allows pain in our lives and this pain allows us to see his power and his glory all because his grace is made perfect in our weaknesses. The power of Christ is what causes us to be content in weakness because that is when we find our true strength (vs.10).

Conclusion: There can be joy in pain. Sometimes life looks like sunshine and rain. The painful movement in our lives points us to the One who took all our pain on the cross. Because he became weak, we can have true strength. Those who have a relationship with Him can have true joy in pain. Although we may be going through a painful storm, we can have hope because the Son shines during the storm. He is strong even when we are weak. So, we must not run from pain but we must praise, depend, and see the power of Christ in our pain. 
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