Sermon Outline: When Your Finances Fall Short
Text: James 4:13–14
Theme: Relying on God when financial plans fail
Thesis: When our finances fall short, we must place our security not in money but in God’s sovereignty.

Introduction
Story Idea:
Tell the story of the stock market crash of 1929. Many people who thought they were secure suddenly lost everything overnight. Wealth disappeared, but God did not.
Transition:
James reminds us that financial plans are fragile, and life itself is uncertain. Our earthly security can vanish like mist—but God remains faithful.

I. Financial Plans Are Uncertain (v. 13)
· The people James addresses are confident planners, they speak of where they’ll go, how long they’ll stay, and how much they’ll make.
· Planning is not wrong, but presuming on the future is dangerous.
· Finances are vulnerable to market crashes, job losses, disasters, and disease.
Illustration:
Like building a sandcastle at low tide—it may look solid, but one wave can wash it all away.
Point: Wealth promises stability, but only God provides it.

II. Life Itself Is Unpredictable (v. 14a)
· “You do not even know what will happen tomorrow.”
· Tomorrow is not promised, so placing ultimate trust in money is misplaced.
· Financial security cannot guarantee life, health, or peace.
Illustration:
Like weather forecasts—we can predict trends, but we can’t control the storm.
Point: Financial shortfall reminds us to live by faith, not by forecasts.

III. God’s Sovereignty Is Unshakable (v. 14b)
· “You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.”
· Our lives are brief, but God is eternal.
· God’s provision flows from His sovereignty, not our spreadsheets.
· We must anchor our hearts to God’s will, not our wealth.
Illustration:
Like a kite in the wind—the string (God’s sovereignty) is what keeps it flying, not the kite itself.
Point: When finances fall short, faith in God holds firm.

Conclusion:
· James is not condemning planning—he’s reminding us to plan with humility and trust in God.
· When your finances fail, God’s faithfulness does not.
· True security is not in what you earn but in Who holds your future.
Call to Action:
· Stop presuming—start praying.
· Put God first in your finances (Matthew 6:33).
· Trust Him with both the lack and the plenty.
Closing Verse:
Proverbs 23:5 — “Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone… they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”

