Sermon Outline: When Your Faith Falls Short
Text: Mark 9:23
Theme: Trusting Christ when our faith feels weak
Thesis: Even when our faith feels small, Jesus invites us to trust Him—and He meets us where we are.

Introduction
Story Idea:
Tell the story of Charles Blondin, the famous tightrope walker who crossed Niagara Falls in the 1800s. He asked the crowd if they believed he could cross with someone on his back. Everyone shouted “Yes!” but when he asked for a volunteer, no one stepped forward. Their words showed belief, but their actions showed doubt.
Transition:
Like the father in Mark 9 who brought his demon-possessed son to Jesus, sometimes our faith talks big but feels small. We want to believe, but fear and doubt creep in.

I. The Challenge of Weak Faith
Text: Mark 9:17–22 (context)
· The father had tried everything—religious leaders, disciples, rituals—and nothing worked.
· By the time he reached Jesus, he was tired, discouraged, and doubtful.
· He said, “If you can do anything…” (v. 22)
Illustration:
A car battery that almost works — it turns over but never starts. Sometimes our faith has power, but not enough spark to ignite trust.
Point: Weak faith is often born out of long disappointment and repeated failure.

II. The Call to Believe Anyway
Text: Mark 9:23
· Jesus doesn’t shame the man for his doubt. Instead, He redirects his focus:
“Everything is possible for one who believes.”
· Faith is not about how strong we feel—it’s about Who we trust.
· The man cried out, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (v. 24)
Illustration:
Like a small child jumping from the edge of a pool—they may be scared, but they jump because they trust the parent will catch them. The power isn’t in the jump; it’s in the arms that catch them.
Point: Jesus isn’t demanding perfect faith—He’s asking for honest faith.

III. The Compassion of Jesus When Faith Falls Short
Text: Mark 9:25–27
· Jesus cast out the demon even though the father’s faith was mixed with doubt.
· Jesus meets us where our faith is, and grows it as we walk with Him.
· God’s mercy is greater than our doubts.
Illustration:
A GPS recalculates even when you miss a turn. Jesus doesn’t abandon us when our faith falters—He gently redirects us back to Him.
Point: When our faith falters, Jesus’ faithfulness remains.

Conclusion:
· Everyone has moments when their faith falls short.
· Jesus is not waiting for us to have perfect belief, only a willing heart.
· Like the father, we can pray:
“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief.”
Call to Action:
· Surrender your situation to Jesus today—even if your faith feels small.
· Trust not in the size of your faith, but in the strength of your Savior.
Closing Verse:
Matthew 17:20 — “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed… nothing will be impossible for you.”

