Sermon Title: Jesus Shared
Text: Romans 1:21–23 (ESV)
“For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.”

Introduction
· Opening Thought:
Sharing Jesus is more than preaching or inviting someone to church—it’s reflecting His glory in a world that often rejects Him. Paul describes a world that knew God but failed to honor Him, choosing substitutes that cannot save.
· Bridge to Text:
Romans 1 warns of the dangers when God is not shared or acknowledged. Today, we’ll see why Jesus must be shared so others can see His glory and not settle for empty substitutes.
· Illustration:
Imagine a house with a broken lightbulb. People stumble in the dark, bumping into furniture. Sharing Jesus is like replacing the bulb with His light, allowing others to see clearly.

Main Points

I. Jesus Shared Reveals the Glory of God (v. 23)
“…they exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man…”
· Explanation:
The human heart often replaces God’s glory with temporary things—money, power, entertainment. Sharing Jesus points others back to the immortal glory of God, not temporary substitutes.
· Application:
Live in a way that reflects God’s glory. Let your actions, words, and choices display the majesty of Christ.
· Illustration:
A mirror reflects light. When we share Jesus, our lives reflect the glory of God to the world.

II. Jesus Shared Brings Light to Darkened Hearts (v. 21)
“…their foolish hearts were darkened.”
· Explanation:
Sin and self-reliance darken hearts. Jesus is the light that exposes truth and brings understanding. Sharing Him helps others step out of darkness.
· Application:
Be intentional in conversations, kindness, and testimony. Small acts of love and truth can illuminate God’s light in someone’s life.
· Illustration:
Like a flashlight in a cave, Jesus’ presence through us can guide someone safely through spiritual darkness.

III. Jesus Shared Reaches Those Who Think They Are Wise (v. 22)
“Claiming to be wise, they became fools…”
· Explanation:
Many trust in intellect, philosophy, or religion to find meaning. Sharing Jesus breaks through human wisdom, revealing true wisdom found only in God.
· Application:
Don’t be afraid to engage respectfully with those who “think they know it all.” Your example and words can demonstrate God’s wisdom in action.
· Illustration:
A compass corrects a lost hiker. Sharing Jesus points people toward true direction, even when they think they are on the right path.

Conclusion
· Summary:
Jesus must be shared because He reveals God’s glory, brings light to darkened hearts, and reaches those who think they are wise.
· Call to Action:
Examine your life: Are you reflecting, illuminating, and pointing others to Jesus daily? Make it your mission to share Him in word, deed, and example.
· Closing Scripture:
Matthew 5:14–16 — “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden… let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”

