Sermon Title: Jesus Matters
Text: John 1:1–3 (ESV)
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.”

Introduction
· Opening Thought:
Every generation must wrestle with one crucial question: “Who is Jesus?” In a world full of philosophies, religions, and voices claiming authority, we must be clear — Jesus is not just a good teacher or moral example. Jesus is God. And Jesus matters.
· Bridge to Text:
John begins his gospel not with a manger or miracles, but with majesty. He pulls back the curtain and shows us that Jesus has always been, is now, and will forever be God.
· Illustration:
Imagine reading the opening credits of a film — the names of the actors, directors, producers. John opens his gospel by revealing that Jesus’ name is on every frame of history. He is not part of the story—He is the Author.

Main Points

I. Jesus Matters Because He Is Eternal (v. 1a)
“In the beginning was the Word…”
· Explanation:
John echoes Genesis 1:1, showing that when time began, Jesus already existed. He is not created; He is the eternal Word.
· Application:
Because Jesus is eternal, we can trust Him beyond the limits of time. He sees the end from the beginning.
· Illustration:
A river has a starting point, but the ocean has none. Jesus is like the ocean — with no beginning and no end.

II. Jesus Matters Because He Is Divine (v. 1b–1c)
“…and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
· Explanation:
Jesus is not just like God—He is God. Distinct in person, united in essence. This makes His words and works divine in authority.
· Application:
We must not treat Jesus as optional or secondary. He deserves our worship, not just our respect.
· Illustration:
If a candle gives light, Jesus is the sun — the source of all light and life, not just a reflection of it.

III. Jesus Matters Because He Is the Creator (v. 3)
“All things were made through him…”
· Explanation:
Jesus is not just present at creation — He is the active Creator. Everything exists because He spoke it into being.
· Application:
If Jesus made everything, He can re-make our broken lives. Nothing is beyond His power to restore.
· Illustration:
A master artist not only paints a masterpiece, but can also restore it when it’s damaged. Jesus, the Creator, can restore your life.

Conclusion
· Summary:
Jesus matters because He is eternal, divine, and the Creator. He is not just part of the story — He is the center of the story.
· Call to Action:
Don’t just know about Him — know Him, trust Him, and worship Him.
· Closing Scripture:
Colossians 1:17 — “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

