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Sermon Series: Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World
To be used with Session:  Jesus Shared
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Divine Tutoring”
Scripture: Acts 17:16-18, 22-23, 30-31

Connection To Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World,” this sermon brings this series of messages to a close and emphasizes the importance of truly sharing Jesus with the world.  Every connection that God allows us to make is an opportunity to share the gospel.  As stated before, this goes far beyond sharing the words of the Bible, but it also requires that we model Christ like behavior through our day-to-day conduct.  While people often regard certain interactions and “random” or “by chance,” the reality is that nothing that our God does is random.  We serve an intentional God who has a reason for everything He does and allows.  Therefore, encounter that involves the sharing of the gospel is a worthwhile encounter. 

Introduction: Everyone learns at a different pace.  While there are those who pick up on things quickly, there are others who sometimes require additional help in order to grasp concepts.  This is why several schools offer tutoring. History has proven that tutoring is an effective tool, as some students learn better with private instruction versus the traditional model.  Acts 17 teaches about Paul giving Athens a tutoring session to ensure that they knew the gospel and applied it to their lives.  This wasn’t merely just another sermon, but like any good tutor, Paul took the time to learn his students, listen to his students, and help his students.  As this passage demonstrates to us, Paul was indeed a divine tutor.

1. Acts 17:16-18 – “Divinely Driven to Help”
There’s a story of a middle school class that went walking through the area near their school one day.  As they walked, they noticed the vast number of homeless people and vandalized property that surrounded them.  It greatly disturbed them and motivated them to do something about it.  They returned to their school and spoke with the teachers and principal and organized a community cleanup day in which the neighborhood came together to refurbish the area and provide resources to the less fortunate.  This all started after the students saw the troubling condition of the neighborhood. 

Acts 17 recounts Paul’s trip to Athens where he was waiting on Silas and Timothy to accompany him on the remainder of his missionary journey.  While waiting in Athens, the Bible tells us that Paul took notice of the condition of the city.  Specifically, as it pertained to the number of idols that existed.  “While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed when he saw that the city was full of idols” (v.16).  Similar to the students who saw the poverty and despair surrounding their school, Paul was greatly impacted by the idolatry that he saw.  It was at this moment that the Spirit of The Lord drove Paul to do something about it.  There was a reason why Paul went to Athens.  They needed The Lord.  

2. Acts 17:22-23 – “The Power of Relatability”
In the 2000 movie, “Road Trip,” the main character, Josh, is tasked with preparing for a midterm exam for one of his most difficult classes.  He has less than 2 days to grasp the concept of western philosophy, or he would be in danger of flunking out of college.  Josh’s friend, Rubin, offers to tutor him.  When Josh expresses doubt in his ability to do so in such a short time, Rubin reassures him by saying, “The key is just finding a way to relate to the material.”  Therefore, Rubin takes Josh’s love for professional wrestling and uses it as a metaphor for western philosophy.  This technique proves successful as Josh ends up getting a B+ on his exam, thus salvaging his scholastic journey.  

The apostle Paul equally understood the importance of relatability in his interactions with the people in Athens.  Just as relatability makes it easier to remember things for an exam, Paul realizes that establishing commonalities with his audience would bode well for him in evangelizing to them.  Therefore, he takes something problematic and uses it as a tool of relatability.  In verses 22-23, Paul acknowledges the idols that they have been worshipping, but then he raises the religious nature of this idolatry as a way of introducing the one and true God who is worthy of worship.  That’s why he says “…Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you” (v.23b) Paul was inviting them into a new and greater worship of the actual God who could do way more than any other being.  

3. Acts 17:30-31 – “Keep the Main Thing the Main Thing”
There’s a popular phrase that the new generation has grown quite fond of lately; “Keep the main thing the main thing!”  This is a modernized way of encouraging one to stay focused and stay on task.  Whatever the objective is should remain the primary focus, and all distractions should be avoided at all costs.  There is great danger in losing sight of a goal.  Marriages have fallen apart because a spouse lost sight of the importance of the marriage.  Childhoods have been ruined because parents have neglected to be parents.  Churches have fallen apart because pastors and other leaders have forgotten what the church is truly about.  The point is that when God gives us a job, it behooves us to focus so that we can do that job well. 

As Paul concludes his time in Athens, he takes the foundation that he’s laid with sharing the gospel and establishing relatability with the people to level with his audience and essentially open the doors of the church.  He has preached and taught the word, given practical application, and tied it to their lives in a way that they understood.  Now that time had arrived for him to extend the invitation.  Verse 30 says, “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to repent.”  This was ultimately the primary objective of Paul’s discourse with Athens, to get them to repent and turn to God.  Paul kept it 100 with them and warned them of the dangers of not repenting.  However, he equally emphasized the blessings that come with turning to God and presented them in such a way that made it impossible to refuse.

Conclusion: Any tutor will testify that the most rewarding aspect of tutoring is seeing the improvement in the students.  For example, when a student who previously struggled with a subject comes to master it, there’s always a feeling of pride when the one that has been invested in excels.  In a likewise manner, when we share the gospel, we should rejoice when we see the power of God’s Holy Spirit changing lives.  While God may use us as an instrument, it’s ultimately Him that does the changing.  As we follow Christ’s instructions of taking the gospel to all nations, let us bear in mind the importance of representing Him correctly.  Our goal should be to see as many people saved as possible.  Heaven can never have too many people.  
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