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Sermon Series: Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World
To be used with Session:  Jesus Displayed
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Yes, We Deliver”
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 9:16-27


Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World,” this sermon highlights how Jesus is displayed in the world. One of Jesus’s most basic instructions is found in Mark 16 – The Great Commission: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”  Jesus instructed His disciples to take the gospel to everyone, as opposed to having everyone come to them to get it.  For us to effectively share Jesus with our current world, we have the courage and the intentionality to get up and take it to them.  Not only that, but we must not become content with merely presenting Him with words, but we must ensure that our actions are also an adequate display of who Jesus is and all that Jesus stands for.  

Introduction: One of the most enjoyable aspects of eating restaurant food is the convenience of delivery.  While many of us enjoy the experience of going to a restaurant to enjoy a meal, there’s something special about having the food brought to our home and enjoying it within the comfort of our own space.  This is typically why many restaurants include offer delivery.  Additionally, with the recent creation of services such as DoorDash and Uber Eats, it has become easier to have meals delivered to our door.  In Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church, he speaks of his motivation to deliver the gospel everywhere he goes and He desires to do so in such a way that brings glory to God’s name and that draws more people to Him.  Just as delivery services want to positively reflect their product, Paul encourages us to positively reflect Christ as we deliver Him to the world.  

1. 1 Corinthians 9:16-18 – “Motivated to Deliver”
Whenever someone is hired by a restaurant, they are typically required to study and memorize company policy, doctrine, and procedures.  While every restaurant has their own approach to business, the gist of each one is providing a quality product and experience that will cause the customers to keep coming.  It’s this commitment to pleasing the customers that often enables a company to offer services such as delivery.  A good delivery person should always go out with the goal of representing the company well.  Not only that but using their role as a delivery person to draw others to the product.  The motivation isn’t solely to drop off a product, but to provide an experience that far transcends one transaction. 

Paul writes to the church at Corinth and expresses a similar sentiment in his discourse about why he preaches.  As we read in this text, Paul was truly motivated to deliver God’s word to God’s people, and to do so in a way that would make God look good.  Paul’s wording indicates the urgency with which he regarded his calling, and how this wasn’t just a job, but a divine mandate.  Notice how he says in verse 17, “For if I do this willingly, I have a reward, but if unwillingly, I am entrusted with a commission.”  As Paul alludes to, a mishandling this mandate could have disastrous consequences for the Kingdom.  Just as a delivery person mishandling a delivery reflects negatively on the company, us mishandling the gospel reflects negatively on the Lord.  

2. 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 – “We Deliver to All Areas”
Ever had the experience of calling a restaurant for delivery, only to be told that they “we don’t deliver to your area?”  A frustration like no other settles upon us when we realize that our location is a barrier to us receiving what we want and need.  While every restaurant understandably services particular areas, there are some instances in which it’s not a matter of a neighborhood being outside of their jurisdiction, but the delivery person simply not desiring to go to certain areas.  This ultimately creates a narrative that only certain people in certain areas are worthy of service.

In verses 19-23, Paul continues his discourse regarding his motivation to deliver the gospel to all.  He specifically speaks of making sure that more people are won to the kingdom and that no one is excluded for any reason.  “…I have become all things to all people, so that I may by every possible means save some. Now I do all this because of the gospel, so that I may share in the blessings” (vv.22-23). No one can truly win more people if they are afraid to go where the people are.  Think about fishing.  There are areas in the water where fish are known to gather.  No one can expect to catch fish if they’re not willing to pursue them.  The same applies to winning souls for the kingdom of God.  We must deliver the word to them wherever they are and however they are.  

3. 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 – “The Best Quality 100% Guaranteed”
Today, you can’t purchase anything or use any service without being asked to complete a survey.  While many companies use these methodologies to generate feedback to improve their product, in most cases this is simply them evaluating how well they live up to the standards that they’ve set for themselves.  Many restaurants state, “satisfaction guaranteed,” or “The Best Quality 100% Guaranteed.”  While anyone can make that claim, it takes quite a bit to be able to back it up.

The Apostle Paul concludes this address by voicing his motivation to live a quality life.  A life that will be pleasing to God and reflect Him well to the people as He delivers the word.  He says in verses 26-27, “So I do not run like one who runs aimlessly or box like one beating the air. Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified.

Paul doesn’t want anything in his life to be a hindrance to the word of God getting out.  This should be the motivation of all of us as we journey through life.  We should never be content living in such a way that presents God as anything other than great.  Excellence isn’t merely an option, but it should be a way of life.  This applies in the service industry, and it absolutely applies in the kingdom of God.  

Conclusion: In a classic episode of, “The Cosby Show,” Bill Cosby uses an analogy while reprimanding his daughter for not properly introducing her fiancé to the family.  He spoke of having a favorite food prepared in immaculate fashion, only to be presented at the table on a garbage can lid.  The lack of effort placed into the presentation made the delicious meal far less appetizing.  In a likewise manner, to effectively share Jesus with the world, we must realize presentation matters. Presenting Jesus on a garbage can lid instead of in love, and then we act surprised when people don’t want Him.  Just as none of us would eat food delivered to us on a garbage can lid, none of us should be content delivering Jesus or His word any kind of way.  God’s people deserve better, and so does He.  
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