[image: ]



Sermon Series: Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World
To be used with Session:  Jesus Saves
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus!”
Scripture: Acts 2:22-24, 32-41


Connection To Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World,” this sermon focuses on Jesus’s ability to save. Anyone seeking to introduce Jesus to others must emphasize the importance of trusting Him.  No effective relationship lasts without foundation of trust.  The good news for us is that Jesus has an amazing track record of trustworthiness.  We have both historical accounts of this, as well as our own personal experiences with Him.  As we continue this conversation about sharing Jesus with a post-Christian world, we must remember that no conversation about Jesus is complete without the element of trust.  It’s one thing to know about Him, but it’s another thing completely to know Him personally and to have trust in Him.  

Introduction: “Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, just to take Him at His word; just to rest upon His promise, just to know, ‘Thus saith The Lord!’”  This beautiful hymn has been stenciled on the heart of the church since it was written in 1882.  The purpose the hymn is to emphasize a deep sense of trust, faith, and confidence in Jesus, as well as the comfort that this trust brings.  Despite the difficulties of life, there’s something about knowing Jesus is there that keeps us going.  Not only that, but situations will arise in life in which the only way we can survive is to trust in Him.  The book of Acts gives us a glimpse into the early days of God’s church, and the Jesus’s disciples made it a point to highlight the necessity of trusting in the Lord.  

1. Acts 2:22-24 – “Need A Miracle?  Call Jesus”
Most, if not all of us have heard commercials advertising certain businesses services.  Many of these begin with the phrase, “Need thus and so?  Call this person.”  The objective of this is to first, acknowledge the need, and secondly, recommend someone who can fulfill the need.  This has proven to be an effective marketing strategy, as people seeking said service feel a sense of comfort upon hearing that someone can provide what they need.  

In Acts 2, Peter delivers his Pentecost sermon and takes considerable time reintroducing his audience to Jesus.  While some probably were already familiar, Peter made it a point to ensure that no one that heard him didn’t know who he was talking about.  One of the things about Jesus that Peter highlights are the signs and miracles that He performed during His earthly ministry.  This is why verse 22 says, “…This Jesus of Nazareth was a man attested to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you through him, just as you yourselves know.”  While some in Peter’s audience likely witnessed those miracles firsthand, there were others that had only heard about them from others, so Peter made it clear that the only trust Miracle worker was and is Jesus.  Not only that, but Jesus wasn’t merely someone that could work miracles once upon a time, but He is our eternal miracle worker.  

2. Acts 2:32-36 – “You Can’t Cancel Jesus”
“Cancel Culture” has become a way of life for many people.  The gist of the concept is the removing of support for somebody or something following some sort of indiscretion.  For example, several celebrities have been “cancelled” after saying or doing something controversial, which resulted in their projects being cancelled, their losing of money, and essentially become a national disgrace.  While some offenses absolutely warrant accountability and consequences, often, these so-called cancellations come about due to petty differences or bruised egos, rather than actual offenses.  Not only that, but it is easier to “cancel someone” than to have the difficult conversations and seek to understand someone.

As Peter preaches on Pentecost, he acknowledges that Israel attempted to cancel Jesus by crucifixion.  Their aim was to demonize Him, His message, and His purpose.  Not only that, but they sought to permanently silence His voice and protect their own power and comfortability.  Yet Peter asserts “Therefore let all the house of Israel know with certainty that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah” (v.36).  In other words, not only did they not successfully cancel Him, but He sits in a place where no one can stop Him.  As much as people have tried to discredit Jesus and demonize Him, no one has successfully cancelled Him.  And guess what?  They never will.  He will forever be on the throne and there’s nothing that anyone can do about that!

3. Acts 2:37-41 – “Check Yourself and Turn to Jesus”
“You’d better check yourself before your wreck yourself!”  Ever heard that phrase before?  The purpose of this statement is to warn a person that’s on a dangerous path to straighten up before it’s too late.  Additionally, it warns of self-destruction or self-sabotage.  A person ultimately being responsible for their own demise due to their wreck less and irresponsible decisions.  This message usually comes from someone who deeply cares for another and doesn’t want to see them squander their potential.

As Peter brings his sermon to a close, the Bible says that the congregation has been greatly convicted by his words and inquire as to what to do next.  In verse 38, the Lord speaks through Peter saying, “Repent and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  The blessing of this text is that not only is there a warning of the necessity to repent, but there is a promise of hope attached to the warning.  Not only will we be forgiven for our sins and spared eternal damnation, but we will receive the gift of God’s Holy Spirit, which will not just bless us, but we become a blessing to others. Ultimately, it is an offer that no one or nothing can even attempt to match. 

Conclusion: Most people are always looking for a “good deal,” but there are some who are fortunate to stumble upon what’s known as a “sweet deal.”  A Sweet Deal is a highly beneficial opportunity that would be impossible to refuse.  It’s an amazing arrangement that has no strings attached and stands to benefit whoever chooses to take it.  Jesus isn’t merely a sweet deal; He is the blessing that cannot be matched or surpassed.  We have everything to gain and everything to lose when it comes Jesus.  Just as the hymn-writer told us how sweet it is to trust in Him, it is equally sweet to surrender our lives to Him.  It doesn’t get any better than Jesus!
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