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Sermon Series: Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World
To be used with Session:  Jesus Matters
Sermon Title Possibilities: “The Final Boss!”
Scripture: Colossians 1:15-22

Connection To Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World,” this sermon teaches that we must acknowledge the necessity of Jesus.  Like a salesperson trying to convince people to buy their product, they typically must share how and why the product will be helpful…in addition to testifying how the product has personally benefited them.  In a likewise manner, we cannot effectively evangelize without emphasizing that Jesus is not merely optional, but He is mandatory.  We cannot survive without Him.  Just as we need air to breath and blood flow to function, all of us need Jesus in order to survive.  There’s no us without Him.

Introduction: As a lifelong fan of WWE wrestling, one of my favorite superstars is Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson.  Throughout his storied career, he has gained many nicknames, such as “The People’s Champion” and “The Brahma Bull.”  However, he recently added a new one to his already impressive list, “The Final Boss.”  This is reminiscent of how Muhammad Ali used to refer to himself as, “The Greatest,” in that one who is a Final Boss is the absolute best.  They are the greatest and most significant obstacle that any person faces, and no one has any hope of being great without getting past the Final Boss.  As we examine Paul’s letter to the Colossian church, we see how he characterizes the Lord.  While God is by no means an obstacle or an enemy, the fact is that He is the greatest in every sense of the word.  

1. Colossians 1:15-17 – “Founder” 
Most individuals who are currently pastors were elected to the position by a committee or the congregation.  However, there are some current pastors who are also the founders of the churches they serve, meaning God gave them a vision to organize a new church and they obeyed God’s direction.  This is typically why some people have themselves listed as, “Pastor & Founder.” These titles acknowledge both their role as leader, as well as the fact that they started the church. 

The Apostle Paul writes to the Colossians and reminds them the world was founded by the Lord, thus making Him the pastor and founder of the world.  Verses 15-16 of chapter 1 says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
For everything was created by him, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through him and for him.”  In other words, none of this would be here without Christ.  He is not simply a member of a larger cast, but He is the entire cast.  And no show occurs without The Founder.  
2. Colossians 1: 18-20 – “Leader”
One of my all-time favorite movies is the 1989 classic, Lean on Me, starring Morgan Freeman.  Freeman portrays high school principal, Joe Clark, who was tasked with reforming a troubled inner city New Jersey school.  Upon his arrival to the school, Clark made it clear from his first day on the job that there was only one boss in the school and that his word was law.  Given the urgency of the situation, there was no time for compromise or even collaboration, but ultimately things needed to be taken over in immediate fashion.

In a likewise manner, Paul says in verse 18, “He is also head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He might come to have first place in everything.”  There are some who create things and leave them for others to govern.  However, God both created the world and rules it.  He is not merely a founder with no stake in how His creation functions, but He rules with a gracious, merciful, iron fist, all at the same time.  While God is gentler and patient than Joe Clark appeared to be, similarly, the sentiment of both is the same. Authority rested in a singular place. God is not one to share His throne or authority. 

3. Colossians 1:21-22 – “Savior”
There’s a story of a young boy who was drowning in a swimming pool and was rescued by a firefighter.  In the years that passed, the boy never forgot the firefighter that saved him.  One day when the boy was a grown man, he found the firefighter and thanked him personally for rescuing him.  He felt indebted to the firefighter because had he not pulled him out of that pool, the boy would have never made it, let alone made it to adulthood.  The now grown man remained grateful to the firefighter for his heroic rescue.

Paul says in verse 21 of our text, “Once you were alienated and hostile in your minds as expressed in your evil actions. 22 But now he has reconciled you by his physical body through his death, to present you holy, faultless, and blameless before him” (vv.21-22).  Paul uses this language to remind the Colossian church of Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross.  This wasn’t just a great man being killed, but Jesus took our place.  The punishment we should’ve had to endure, He endured for us.  Like the firefighter who rescued the boy, we were sinking in the pool of sin, but He came and got us out.  He didn’t just create us and the world, nor does He solely rule the world, but He cares for us.  He protects us and rescues us from dangers seen and unseen.  

Conclusion: Jesus is The Final Boss.  As we share His Word with the world, we cannot do so effectively without recognizing this.  He is not merely a great man that existed once upon a time, but He is very much alive, well, and in control.  The Lord created us, He rules over us, and He has rescued us.  All of this and more is why the Lord is the Final Boss.  Think about the ways in which water can exist: Solid (Ice), Liquid (Water), and Gas (Steam).  In a likewise manner, God shows up in 3 forms: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Each are a different form of the exact same thing.  No other being has the ability to show up in that fashion.  There is truly no one better than The Final Boss.  Give Him a try.
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