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Sermon Series: Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World
To be used with Session 1: Truth Matters
Sermon Title Possibilities: “It’s Tight, But It’s Right!”
Scripture: Proverbs 16: 20-25; 30:1-6

Connection To Unit Theme: This sermon compliments the Bible study, “Sharing Jesus in a Post-Christian World,” which is a charge to us as believers to spread the truth of the gospel while being mindful of the ever-changing world around us.  While the God never changes, and the gospel never changes, the reality is that the world around us changes every day.  A number of people think differently, function differently, and even regard God and the church differently.  Therefore, it is crucial that we are clear and intentional with God’s words and standards.  The world in many ways has embraced secularism, materialism, and carnal mindedness.  In many spaces, the reverence and objective consideration of the gospel has disappeared.  That can be rectified, but it’s going to take hard work, intentionality, and commitment to God’s truth.  

Introduction: There is a cliché that’s typically used within the black church, which says, “It’s tight, but it’s right!”    It basically means that while what is being said is hard to hear, it is both accurate and necessary.  Anyone who is a true student of gospel preaching knows that one crucial aspect of preaching teaching accountability and speaking against evil, injustice, and sin.  As Paul warned in 2 Timothy 4:3, “For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear what they want to hear.”  

Therefore, we must preach in such a way that prevents such false doctrines from taking hold.  Some truths of the gospel are difficult to hear because they challenge us look in the mirror and to do better.  As we examine some of Solomon’s insights in Proverbs, we will encounter some rather difficult truths.  However, despite them not being easy to hear and apply, the reality is that they are accurate.  There is too much at stake for God to try and spare our feelings.  So even if what He says is tight, it is always right.

1. Proverbs 16: 20-25 – “How to Prevent Avoidable Errors”
“Everyone makes mistakes,” is a common phrase used in our society.  It speaks to the inherently flawed nature of humanity and the fact that all of us get something wrong at some point.  However, there are some mishaps that are avoidable.  For example, when completing an assignment, many people make errors when they don’t fully read the instructions.  Others often cause car accidents when they’re not paying attention to the road or are otherwise distracted.  While some errors are just going to happen due to ways in which life happens, the reality is that there are many mistakes and problems that don’t have to occur.  
Solomon’s writings to us in the Book of Proverbs provides us with several insights to help us avoid these errors.  Notice his warning in verse 25 of Proverbs 16, “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way to death.”  In other words, many of us have in our minds what is right, what is just, and what is true.  However, since our minds are already flawed and programmed to misunderstand things, that only guarantees that trusting our own understanding will eventually result in error.  This is why we need to trust in God’s Word, truth, and instructions.  Solomon acknowledged this when he said earlier in Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight.”  

2. Proverbs 30: 1-4 – “You Can’t Handle the Truth!”
“You want answers? I want the truth! You can’t handle the truth!”  Sound familiar?  This immortal exchange has been etched on the fabric of our world since the release of the 1992 Hollywood Blockbuster, A Few Good Men. While the movie is filled with a number of gripping moments, none is more remembered than the dramatically intense court dialogue between the characters played by Tom Cruise and Jack Nicholson.  The line essentially means that as much as you say you want to know the truth, the truth is too complex and complicated for your mind to comprehend.  Not only that, but if you heard the truth, it would shatter everything that you thought you knew.

Solomon’s discourse in Proverbs 30:1-4 essentially tells his audience a similar sentiment.  We can’t handle the truth.  This isn’t just because we don’t want to hear certain things, but because God’s ways and mind are so far beyond ours that we aren’t even capable of handling the truth.  Verses 2-3 says, “I am more stupid than any other person, and I lack a human’s ability to understand. I have not gained wisdom, and I have no knowledge of the Holy One.”  This is mighty rich coming from Solomon, who Scripture refers to as the wisest man to ever live (1 Kings 4:29-34) and yet even he had enough sense to recognize that compared to God, he knew absolutely nothing.  This is yet another reminder of the importance of relying on God and not ourselves.  

3. Proverbs 30:5-6 – “The Eternal Reliable Source”
Ever had someone tell you, “A reliable source told me this or that?”  This is yet another common phrase in today’s vernacular.  A reliable source is defined as, “something/someone that is credible, trustworthy, and authoritative, whose claims can be backed up by evidence.”  It is something that is free from bias, but gives an accurate assessment based on facts.  This is common when it comes to news stories, and even in the political world as certain individuals with decent track records are often called upon to lend their insights.  One thing that it crucial as one consults sources is to verify the authenticity and dependability of the source.  There are many so called sources out there that are simply spewing misinformation.  However, if one doesn’t take the time to verify accuracy, anything can be accepted as the truth.  

As we engage our text, Solomon says, “Every word of God is pure; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him” (Prov. 30:5).  In other words, God is not correct some of the time and incorrect other times, but our God is always right.  If God said it, then that’s how it is.  Therefore, God is the Eternal Reliable Source.  His track record speaks for itself.  You can count on Him.  That’s why Jesus said in John 14:6, “…I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.”  In short, He is not merely a source, but He is the source. 

Conclusion: God wants what’s best for His children, and He demonstrates this through giving us His Word.  He doesn’t just want us to have it for the sake of knowledge, but He seeks to warn us so that we don’t go the wrong way.  As previously stated, there are some truths that God provides that are difficult to hear.  However, if God didn’t love us so much, He wouldn’t bother telling us.  Many of us have a tendency to look at God’s Word as a book of rules and things we can’t do.  However, let us challenge ourselves to reassess and consider that the Bible is a book of love.  God demonstrating His love and concern for each of us through giving us a glimpse into His heart, mind, and work here on Earth.  
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