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THE GREATEST SIN
THE POINT: THE GREATEST SIN IS NEVER TRUSTING JESUS.
GET INTO THE STUDY
After discussing Question #1, read the following:
If you grew up in the 80’s-early 2000’s, you know who Bill Cosby is. Famous for his show, “The Cosby Show,” he had everything going for him—a hit TV show, lots of fans, a great family, and wealth. He embodied the “every dad,” the dad that everyone wanted to have as their father. His fictitious family was one that real families aspired to be like, with a home that everyone in the neighborhood wanted to stop by and visit. This wasn’t just a show, but a time for parents and children to come together and watch TV as a family after a long day. He was a cultural icon.
Then in 2005, it came as a huge shock to see the great entertainer, Bill Cosby, accused of sexual assault. People were dismayed as the truth slowly began to come out – and that was the beginning of the end for the famous man. He fell out of grace with his fans, his family and even the production companies.
As Christians, we never want to fall out of grace with God. He is our Heavenly Father, and offers salvation through His Son, Jesus. In this lesson, we will talk about the greatest sin – that of never trusting Jesus.
Where Is Bill Cosby Now? Inside ‘The Cosby Show’ Star’s Life After Prison
GET INTO THE STUDY (OPTION FOR ADULT LEADER GUIDE)
In advance, play a video clip showing a controversial person or group from history. Then ask Question #1.
STUDY THE BIBLE
Matthew 12:24-29
Read before discussing Question #3:
In modern day, a prime example of a divided kingdom is the country of Libya. Following the 42 year rule of Muammar Qaddafi, upon his death, the country had its first free election in 2013. Today, there is still much division in how to proceed, including gang violence and technical issues with ballots.
“Since the 2011 NATO-backed uprising that toppled longtime leader Muammar Qaddafi, Libya has remained split between Tripoli’s UN-recognized government, led by Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah and its eastern rival administration backed by military strongman Khalifa Haftar.” —Arab News, August 15, 2025
With no reconciliation in sight, it is hard to determine if this small country will ever be able to come together for peace and unity. What one population determines as “right,” the other determines as “wrong.”
However, Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and it’s only through Him that a country—or a person—can have true peace, reconciliation and unity. The Gospel Message, and Jesus Christ Himself, is still controversial today.
Libya to hold rare local vote in test for divided nation
The week’s writer for Extra is Erika Morrison. Erika is the daughter of missionary parents. She lives in Southwest Michigan, where she serves as the executive director of a human services non-profit, and speaks regularly on poverty culture, and having a relationship with Jesus.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
Icebreaker
· What are some names in our nation’s history that are linked with controversy?
· What seemingly-small thing do you find annoying?
· What are some actions our culture has a hard time forgiving?
Matthew 12:22-23. The work of Christ points to the power of God.
· Why is Jesus even today often considered controversial?
· In what ways has Jesus demonstrated God’s power in your life?
· When have you been surprised or astounded by a display of God’s power?
Matthew 12:24-29. The work of Christ points to the presence of God’s Spirit.
· How should believers respond to attacks on our faith?
· Why do you think the Pharisees were so offended by Jesus helping a demon-possessed man?
· When have you seen our culture call good evil or evil good?
Matthew 12:30-32. Willful and persistent unbelief means there will be no forgiveness.
· Why is it not possible to stay neutral about Jesus?
· Are Jesus’s words about forgiveness comforting, challenging, or concerning to you? Explain.
· How would you describe the unforgiveable sin to others?


