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Fall 2025
Sermon Series: The Greatest Truths of All Time
To be used with Session 1: The Greatest Name
Sermon Title Possibilities: What’s in a Name?
Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-12

Connection with Unit Theme: To compliment the Bible study, “The Greatest Truths of All Time,” this sermon explores a focus on “The Greatest Name.” Names are significant because they shape identity and convey history and meaning. Consider:
· Your name and its origins
· Brand names like Apple® or Nike®
· Nation or city names that reflect identity and pride
In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, the question “what’s in a name?” means that a name doesn’t change the true nature of something. Juliet argues Romeo would be the same person she loves regardless of his family name. In biblical texts, names are often linked to more than just identification; they act as symbols that are connected to a person’s character, destiny, or relationship with God. Understanding how names are used in the Bible can provide insights into spiritual principles and faith.

Introduction: Names are essential in shaping people’s identity for how others see them. Some names carry deep meaning in different cultures and religions. For example, children are expected to live out the meaning of their names. A boy named Christopher whose name means Christ-like would be expected to live with Christ-like values. We can know the nature of God by His various names. He is known as Yahweh (Almighty God), Elohim (Creator God), El Roi (the God who sees me), and many others. From birth and beyond, individuals are called by names given to them by parents, other family members, friends, and communities in recognition of their achievements and character traits. For many people, names can fulfill a deep need for acceptance and belonging, which can involve both spiritual and philosophical connections.

God’s Grace - Isaiah 42:1-4
At times, we may experience moments of lost hope, which can serve as opportunities to reflect and renew our relationship with God. Whenever we lose our way or stumble through life, we can take great pride in finding our way back to God. This was the state of the Israelites. Many commentary writers believe Isaiah referred to the Israelites as God’s servants. However, this was a name they did not deserve because of repeated times of rebellion. Even the remnant did not escape the judgement of God. So, Isaiah is more appropriately referring to Jesus Christ as “servant” in verse 1. Jesus is the One who fulfills the description in verses 2-4. We can call on Him during times of need. God reminded Israel that this servant has redemptive qualities. This shows us that we don’t have to be afraid when we walk in obedience to God’s commands. Even to unworthy people, God offers His grace. He shows that despite perceived shortcomings a purposeful role is set aside for us. God wants us to desire Him and is seeking a relationship with us.

God’s Name - Isaiah 42:5-8 
There exudes great power in these verses, because God is talking about Himself. Not only does God present His name, which He says is “the Lord” or “Yahweh,” He offers descriptions of His name and reveals God’s righteous purpose for His people because of His name. God pledges support to accomplish His own mission, using His almighty power to aid those who follow His will. As Yahweh, His “covenant for the people” (v. 6) confirms that the servant is not simply Israel but likely a specific group within it, such as the faithful remnant, or possibly an individual. The expression “covenant of the people” denotes a formal relationship between God and those who already possess His revelation of purpose, whereas the phrase “a light for the nations” (v. 6) indicates an expansion in the reach of this revelation. This passage reflects both liberation and enlightenment. In ancient times, prisons were very dark; so bringing light also meant granting freedom. Freeing captives implies victory over oppressors and kingship, while giving sight to the blind and enlightening Gentiles highlights the prophetic role of the Spirit-anointed Servant of God.

God’s Song - Isaiah 42:9-12
This passage emphasizes God’s unique identity as Yahweh and the Servant’s connection to Israel, illustrating God’s support for His people. It underscores that God alone is self-existent and omnipotent, with glory unmatched by any other being or idol. The Servant’s role is to honor God, reflecting themes found in Ephesians 1:1-14 and Philippians 2:5-11. “New things" (v. 9) likely refer to past prophecies, while new revelations concern the Servant, assuring that God will lead His people to salvation through Him. Past prophecies have come true: Israel was taken into captivity and endured many hardships. Their voluntary return to their homeland was enabled by their captors and was unprecedented in history.

The passage in Isaiah contains expressions of praise linked to the Servant’s work, which is described as extending to distant regions. The song is a new one. However, before a new song can exist, there must be an old one. This “new song” (v. 10) follows a previous tradition of praise. Recalling perhaps Exodus 15:3-12 suggests that the old song was sung by Israel at its release from Egyptian bondage, as seen in Israel’s celebration. If the song is inspired by the work of the Servant, then He is to achieve a new Exodus, a great victory over God’s enemies. What an incredible paradox, when the gentleness of the Servant is considered. 

Conclusion
Each of Jesus’s names emphasizes His role as Savior. Names reflect identity, origin, and culture. They are essential in shaping a person's identity and influence how others see them. Some names carry deep significance in various cultures and religions. Many people are unfamiliar with the names of Jesus, and because names hold such importance, learning His names helps us understand His different attributes. 

Also, God reveals His names in Scripture. When studying the names of God, it’s helpful to remember that names in the ancient world often worked differently than they do today. Ann Spangler states in her book “Praying the Names of God” that names like Abba, “Father;” Yahweh Yireh, “The Lord Will Provide;” and El Shadday, “God Almighty” bring comfort, hope, and awe, while names like Esh Oklah, “consuming Fire;” and El Kanna, “jealous God,” challenge us to a purer, more passionate commitment. The same is true for the names and titles of Jesus, which offer a rich and deeper understanding of His character and purpose. Titles like “Bright Morning Star” and “Prince of Peace” are not only beautiful but deeply meaningful, revealing facets of His life and ministry we may have previously overlooked. 
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