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Sermon Series: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions
To be used with Session 6: When Doing God’s Work Is Interrupted 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Responsiveness in Interruptions
Scripture: Acts 16:4-15

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon complements the Bible study “How to Handle Life’s Interruptions.” It challenges us to have the right mindset in ministry. The message encourages us to stay anchored to the ancient Word, but responsive to our contemporary context. We are reminded that while we have an unchanging message, we must have changing methods.
Introduction: Acts chapter sixteen is a powerful chapter about the ministry of Paul and Silas. Herein we see Paul & Silas’ Discipleship v.1-5, Paul & Silas’s Leadership v.6-18, Paul & Silas’s Worship v.19-26, and Paul & Silas’s Ambassadorship v.27-40. In this message I want to focus primarily on verses four through fifteen. I want us to learn from Paul and Silas how to have the right priorities, the right posture, and the right passion. Think with me about Being Given to Disciple-Making, Being Guided by the Holy Spirit, and Being Game for New Avenues of Ministry.

1. Be Given to Disciple-Making (v. 4-5)
Paul and Silas left what we call the Jerusalem Council (Acts 15) and went to Derbe and Lystra. There they enlisted and young man that Paul had won to Christ and discipled in the faith—namely Timothy. Then they went through the cities where the saints were and delivered the decrees made by the apostles in Jerusalem. Then the text says that when they got through visiting the different congregations, “the churches were strengthened in the faith and increased in number daily.” This is a powerful portrait of disciple-making. Paul, not only discipled Timothy, but he also enlisted Timothy and Silas to help disciple the Christians that made up the congregations that were formed in various cities. This is the Commission from our Lord (Matt. 28:18-20), this is the work of the church (Acts 2:38-42), and this should be the focus of the leadership of the pastor (2 Tim. 2:1-2). The greatest response we can give to the Person and Work of Jesus Christ is to be intentionally and consistently involved in disciple-making.



2. Be Guided by the Holy Spirit (v. 6-10)
Paul, Silas, Timothy and the rest of their team went to Asia Minor to preach, but the Holy Spirit prevented them. They tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit didn’t allow them. Instead, the Spirit Paul through a vision in the night to go do the work in Macedonia. Notice that they did not maintain their own agenda when they discovered it was not the Lord’s agenda. Rather, they adjusted and got aligned with the Holy Spirit. You and I need to listen to the Spirit, we need to obey the Spirit, and we need to follow the leadership of the Spirit. Always remember that the Lord’s plans are far better than ours. When the work you are doing for the Lord is interrupted seek to discern what the Lord’s will is for how and where you serve Him.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk170805936]Be Game for New Avenues of Ministry (v. 11-15)
By all indications, this portion of Scripture reveals the embryonic beginning of the church at Philippi. Instead of speaking in a synagogue on the Sabbath, Paul and team went to a place of prayer, evangelized a person of influence, and then embraced and baptized a whole family. Wow! If they hadn’t been willing to spend their Sabbath in a non-conventional manner, the church at Philippi may never have gotten started. If they were stuck on doing ministry the same way every time, then Lydia and her family probably wouldn’t have been converted to the faith. When our ministries are interrupted, we must remember that God is still in the business of working through us in ways that makes an eternal difference.
[bookmark: _Hlk170806155]
Conclusion: When doing God’s work is interrupted, you handle the interruptions by being given to disciple-making, being guided by the Holy Spirit, and being game for new avenues of ministry. Examine your heart right now. Ask yourself, do I have the right priorities? Do I have the right posture? Do I have the right passion? May the Lord help us to be disciple-making disciples, persons guided by and submitted to the Holy Spirit and willing to employ different approaches and avenue to ministry. 
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