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Sermon Series: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions
To be used with Session 4: When Well-Meaning People Interrupt Your Plans 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Redemptive-Service in Interruptions
Scripture: Luke 8:40-50, 54-56

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon complements the Bible study “How to Handle Life’s Interruptions.” This message encourages us to seek t be like Jesus in our attitude, our affection, and our affirmation. It challenges us to be both prepared and willing to serve people when them, nor their needs, are not on our schedule or radar.
Introduction: Luke chapter eight is interesting and intriguing. It is centered around the Word of God expressed by Jesus Christ. The chapter can be broken up into three major sections: Jesus Teaches about Receiving the Word (v.1-18), Jesus Teaches about Responding to the Word (v.19-21), and Jesus Demonstrates the Revolutionary Power of the Word (v.22-56). In this message, I want to encourage you to mimic our Master by having a Compliant Spirit, having a Compassionate Spirit and having a Confident Spirit.
1. Have a Compliant Spirit (Luke 8:40-42)
This portion of Scripture calls our attention to The Work of Jesus and The Willingness of Jesus. We are reminded of the work of Jesus in verse forty where the Bible says: “When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed Him, for they were all expecting Him” (v.40). A few things to note. Number one, Jesus had just returned from delivering who was possessed by many demons. After delivering the man, Christ deployed the man to go preach the good news about his encounter and experience with Jesus Christ. The other thing to notice is that Christ was welcomed by the crowd because they were waiting on Him. They were waiting on Him because they knew that He had already been healing, forgiving, teaching, and ministering to the people in those parts. In other words, they were aware of the work He had been doing. The challenge for you and I is to do the work of evangelizing and empowering just like Jesus did. The willingness of Christ that we must emulate can be seen in the fact that He came back to the people and chose to go home with Jairus. Let’s be willing to serve wherever and whenever we are need.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk204592958]Have a Compassionate Spirit (Luke 8:43-48)
[bookmark: _Hlk170806155]In the compliance of Christ, we see the attitude to emulate, but in the compassion of Jesus we see the affection to embody. Christ embraced the crowds, and He embraced the women with the issue of blood. We should follow His model and embrace those who are lost and hurting. Jesus constantly showed us how to embrace the lost, like when He sat and ate with sinners (Luke 15:1-2), and when He had compassion on the people and instructed the disciples to pray for workers (Matt. 9:35-38). This portion encourages us to embrace people, like He did the crowds, empower people, like He did the woman through the power that went out of Him into her, and to encourage people, like He did when He told her “Daughter…your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”
3. [bookmark: _Hlk170805936]Have a Confident Spirit (Luke 8:44-50, 54-56)
Christ shows us the attitude to emulate, the affection to embody, and the affirmation to express. At Jairus’ house, Jesus told the people to stop crying and Jairus and family to be confident. He gave each of them affirmation and assurance. We can do this without lying, pretending, or downplaying traumatic situations. All we must do is remind people of the goodness and power of God (Rom. 8:28-29; Ps. 121:1-8). We must let people know that they are love by us and God, and that the Lord is able to do the impossible. 

Conclusion: When Well-Meaning People Interrupt Your Plans, you handle the interruptions by having a Compliant Spirit, having a Compassionate Spirit, and having a Confident Spirit. You and I must engage with a spiritual presence, exude a spiritual power, and express spiritual confidence during life’s interruptions.
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