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Sermon Series: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions
To be used with Session 2: When Life Goes Terribly Wrong 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Relevance in Interruptions
Scripture: Genesis 39:21-23; 40:5-8; 41:10-14

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon complements the Bible study “How to handle Life’s Interruptions.” It challenges us to look for the hand of God in bad situations. It also encourages us to be willing to allow God to use us in adverse circumstances.
Introduction: At the time of our text Joseph has been stripped of his possession, sequestered to a pit, sold as property, serving in Potiphar’s house, and now because he chose to do right, Potiphar’s wife has falsely accused, and he has been sent to prison. Joseph shows us what it looks like to allow God to use you regardless of circumstances. In this message, I want to encourage us to exemplify relevance in interruptions by trusting God in our predicaments, for our productivity, and for our promotion.

1. Trust God in Your Predicaments (Gen. 39:21-23)
Let’s look at and learn from the situation of Joseph. Joseph has been wrongly accused and unjustly incarcerated, but he is still divinely favored. Joseph is in a bad fix, but he is blessed with divine favor. Listen, your situation may not be favorable, but you are walking with divine favor on your life. Paul says that we already have all spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph. 1:3-7). He says that we are already more than conquerors (Rom. 8:37), and that God is actively and intentionally causing all things to work together for our good (Rom. 8:28). Take courage in the fact that, despite your circumstance, God is still up to something good.

2. Trust God for Your Productivity (Gen. 41:5-8)
Let’s look at and learn from the service of Joseph. While in prison—and though in prison—Joseph was still cognizant of other people. He was compassionate towards other people, and offered counsel to them. We must be mindful of the needs of others like Joseph. The text says, “he saw that they looked distraught” and then inquired about their sad looks. Joseph challenges us to do what Paul said and “consider others as more important than yourselves” (Phil. 2:3). In obedience to the Lord’s second greatest command, we should love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 22:35-39). Joseph was productive in prison because he was cognizant of others, compassionate towards others, and he offered counsel to others. The Lord had gifted Joseph with the ability to interpret serve faithfully and interpret dreams. Those two things helped him gain favor with the guard inside the prison and favor with the king outside the prison. I propose that if you are aware, compassionate, and commit to serving others, God will make you productive despite your predicament.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk170805936]Trust God for Your Promotion (Gen 41:10-14)
[bookmark: _Hlk170806155]Finally, let’s look at and learn from the success of Joesph. As providence would have it, the king had a troubling dream that no one could interpret for him. Then the chief cupbearer recalled when Joseph correctly interpreted his and the butler’s dreams in prison. The king sends for Joseph, tells him his dream; Joseph interprets the dream and offers counsel to the king on how to address the impending famine. The rest is history. Joseph gets promoted. He moves from being stripped of his possession, sequestered to a pit, sold as property, serving under Potipher, and sitting in prison, to being promoted to the status of prime minister. All that to say, if you and I be right, be relevant, and be ready—the Lord will reward us in His own timing and in His own way.

Conclusion: When life goes terribly wrong, you handle the interruptions by Trusting Him in Your Predicaments, Trusting Him for Your Productivity, and trusting Him for Your Promotion. How is God leading you to trust Him today? Is He challenging you to trust Him for salvation, for your sanctification, or for your situation? Perhaps, He’s challenging you to trusting Him in all three ways and more. Place yourself in His hands today. He is faithful.
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