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Sermon Series: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions
To be used with Session 1: When God Interrupts Your Life 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Reliance in Interruptions
Scripture: Genesis 11:8-19

Connection with Unit Theme: This sermon complements the Bible study “How to handle Life’s Interruptions.” It reminds us that God’s plan for our lives is the absolute best plan for our lives. It reminds us that we cannot possibly want more and better for ourselves than God does. His love for us guarantees that His will for us if far better than we could ever imagine, desire, or provide for ourselves.
Introduction: The life of Abraham warrants the attention of the Bible reader by virtue of the fact that Scripture alludes to him as the father of the faith. God specifically and strategically chose Abraham to create a people for Himself. In this message, I want to encourage us to exemplify reliance in interruptions by trusting God for the impossible, for the important, and for the improbable.

1. Trust God for the Impossible (v. 8-12)
This portion of Scripture speaks to the call of Abraham and the conception of Sarah. The backstory is Genesis chapter twelve. The Lord had been dealing with mankind as a whole from the time He created Adam in the garden. After the flood in Genesis chapters six through nine, God repopulates the earth and continues to deal with man as one people. Then in chapter eleven we read of how men determined to build a tower that would reach to heaven. To stop this, God confuses their language and causes persons to go their separate ways. Then the Lord determines to establish a people for Himself, through whom the whole world would be blessed. Our text in Hebrews eleven shows us that Abraham and Sarah Responded with Faith (v. 8a, 11), Responded with Faithfulness (v. 8b), Responded with Fortitude (v.9, 11b), and they Responded with Focus (v.10, 12). May the Lords help you and I to trust Him for the impossible by responding to Him with faith, faithfulness, fortitude, and focus.

2. Trust God for the Important (v. 13-16)
At this point in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the Holy Spirit has spoken to us about how Abel worshipped God by faith, how Enoch walked with God by faith, how Noah worked for God by faith, and how Abraham and Sarah waited on God by faith. It now moves from focusing on devotion to speaking about destiny. The emphasis moves from the temporal to the eternal. When the text tells us that saw the promises from a distance, and “confessed that they were foreigners and temporary residents on earth,” and that they were “seeking a homeland,” it is communicating to us that they were focused on heaven and not on earth. This is a challenge to us to live with the end in mind. The first point challenges us to Respond to the Call of God, this point challenges us to Respond with Confidence in the Promise of God. Let’s be ‘foreigners” who come from somewhere else and pilgrims who are on our way to somewhere else.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk170805936]Trust God for the Improbable (v. 17-19)
Now the text challenges us to have colossal faith. It encourages us to believe the unbelievable and to trust that God can do the improbable. That is exactly what Abraham did. God fulfilled His promise to Abraham to give him a child in his old age. God had said that through Isaac He would raise up an offspring that would outnumber the stars in heaven and the sand on the seashore. The Lord had told Abraham that through his seed all the families of the earth would be blessed. Then, in Genesis chapter twenty-two, the Lord commanded Abraham to sacrifice his only son on one of the mountains in Moriah. Abraham exemplified immediate and full obedience by going to do exactly what God told him to do, despite the implications that jeopardized the manifestation of the promise. What we learn from our text is the fact that Abraham believed that God could and would raise Isaac from the dead to make good on His promise. The first point shows us How to Respond to the Call, the second point shows us How to Respond with Confidence, and now the third point shows us How to Respond with Commitment.
[bookmark: _Hlk170806155]
Conclusion: When God Interrupts Your Life, you handle the interruptions by Trusting Him for the Impossible, Trusting Him for the Impossible, and trusting Him for the Improbable. How is God leading you to trust Him today. Is He challenging you to trust Him for salvation, for your sanctification, or for your situation. Perhaps, He’s challenging you to trusting Him in all three ways and more. Place yourself in His hands today. He is faithful.
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