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Quarter: Fall 2025
Study Title: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions


Sermon Title: When Doing God’s Work Is Interrupted
Text: Romans 10:14–15 (CSB) 
How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news. -- Romans 10:14-15 (CSB)” 
 
Introduction: The Mission Trip That Was Canceled 
Meet a man named Carlos. He was preparing for his first mission trip—training, fundraising, packing supplies, and praying. Two days before departure, the trip was canceled due to political unrest in the host country. He was heartbroken. “Lord, I was doing Your work—why stop it?” 
Have you ever been passionately doing God’s work—sharing the gospel, teaching, helping others—only to have things suddenly halted? Delays, discouragement, illness, or opposition can feel like interruptions. But what if they are part of God’s plan? 

Romans 10:14–15 reminds us of the essential work of preaching the gospel. But what happens when that good work is interrupted? 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
I. God’s Work Is Urgent, But Not Always Easy (v. 14) 
How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? 

Explanation: The task is clear—people need to hear about Jesus to believe. The need is great. 

Illustration: Like a firefighter who sees smoke but gets stuck in traffic—there’s urgency, but real obstacles. 

Application: Don’t be surprised when doing God’s work is met with resistance or interruption. Urgency doesn’t guarantee ease. 
 
II. Interruptions Test Our Commitment to the Mission (v. 14b) 
And how can they hear without a preacher? 

Explanation: Gospel work requires messengers. When the work is disrupted, we’re forced to ask: Was I in this for the mission or for the momentum? 

Illustration: Like a runner tripping mid-race—will they get up and finish, or give up at the fall? 

Application: Stay committed. An interruption doesn’t mean the mission is over—it means you may need to adapt or endure. 
 
III. Interruptions May Be God’s Way of Redirecting the Work (v. 15a) 
And how can they preach unless they are sent? 

Explanation: No one preaches without being sent. Sometimes God interrupts us—not to stop us, but to send us differently. 

Illustration: Like GPS rerouting due to traffic—same destination, different path. 

Biblical Example: Paul was blocked from going to Asia (Acts 16:6), but God redirected him to Macedonia. 

Application: Ask not just “Why was I stopped?” but “Where are You sending me now, Lord?” 
 
IV. God Still Honors the Heart That Carries the Gospel (v. 15b) 
As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news

Explanation: Whether the mission goes as planned or is interrupted, God honors those who carry His message. 

Illustration: A delivery driver may get delayed, but the sender still values their service. 

Application: Even when your efforts seem delayed or derailed, your obedience is still beautiful to God. 
 
Conclusion: Interrupted but Not Ineffective 
Interruptions in ministry can feel discouraging—but they are not defeats. God is sovereign over even our setbacks. When we keep our eyes on Him, He’ll turn delays into detours, and detours into destinations. 

Final Illustration: 
A missionary once said, “I went to Africa to teach, but a civil war stopped my plans. So, I stayed and prayed. My neighbor got saved. Then their family. Then their village. I thought I was interrupted. God was rerouting.” 
 
Invitation / Call to Response: 
Has your work for God been interrupted lately? A ministry halted, a mission delayed, a calling put on pause? Don’t quit. Don’t lose heart. Ask God to help you trust His hand even in the disruption. He still sends. He still speaks. And He still saves—sometimes in ways we least expect. 
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