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Quarter: Fall 2025 
Study Title: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions


Sermon Title: When Your Actions Cause an Interruption
Text: Acts 7:23–29 (CSB) 
23 “When he was forty years old, he decided to visit his own people, the Israelites. 24 When he saw one of them being mistreated, he came to his rescue and avenged the oppressed man by striking down the Egyptian. 25 He assumed his people would understand that God would give them deliverance through him, but they did not understand. 26 The next day he showed up while they were fighting and tried to reconcile them peacefully, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why are you mistreating each other? ’27 “But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed Moses aside, saying: Who appointed you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 Do you want to kill me, the same way you killed the Egyptian yesterday? 29 “When he heard this, Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons -- Acts 7:23-29 (CSB) 
Introduction: A Story of a Misstep with Big Consequences 
Meet Lisa—a passionate young teacher. One day, she saw a student being bullied and, in a moment of anger, shouted at the bullies in front of the entire school. Her intentions were good, but her approach was unwise. Parents complained. She was disciplined and later reassigned. Her heart was right—but her actions brought a painful interruption. 

Have you ever tried to do the right thing—but went about it the wrong way? Moses did. And his decision interrupted everything. 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
I. Good Intentions Don’t Guarantee Right Actions (vv. 23–24) 
When he saw one of them being mistreated, he came to his rescue.

Explanation: Moses had a sincere desire to help his people. His heart was moved with compassion—but his method was impulsive and violent. 

Illustration: Like someone trying to put out a grease fire with water—right concern, wrong method, worse outcome. 

Application: Ask God for not just the right motives, but also the right method. Zeal without wisdom can do damage. 
 
II. Misguided Actions Can Delay God’s Plan (v. 25) 
He assumed his people would understand that God would give them deliverance through him, but they did not understand.

Explanation: Moses assumed his timing and strategy were God’s—but he was premature. He acted before God commissioned him. 

Illustration: Like harvesting fruit too early—what was meant to nourish becomes bitter. 

Application: Don’t confuse your calling with your timing. God may call you—but not yet send you. 
 
III. Even Good People Can Cause a Setback (vv. 26–27) 
“But the one who was mistreating his neighbor pushed Moses aside.”

Explanation: Moses tried to reconcile two Israelites—but his past action discredited his leadership. His influence was damaged. 

Illustration: A leader with a temper may lose trust even if they’re right. Trust is fragile. 

Application: One bad decision can harm your witness. Guard your influence with integrity and patience. 
 
IV. Failure Doesn’t Cancel God’s Calling (v. 29) 
Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian

Explanation: Moses ran—but God wasn’t finished. This interruption became a 40-year classroom in the wilderness. 

Illustration: Like a broken GPS rerouting the journey—not a dead end, just a detour. 

Application: Your failure doesn’t define you. God can redeem the interruption and prepare you for greater purpose. 
 
Conclusion: God Uses Interruption to Prepare, Not Punish 
Moses' misstep delayed his mission—but it didn’t destroy it. God used the desert to shape the deliverer. And when your actions cause an interruption, remember: God's grace still works in your wilderness. 

Closing Illustration: 
A sculptor once said, “Every mistake is just a new shape to work with.” In God’s hands, even our wrong turns become part of His masterpiece. 
 
Invitation / Call to Response: 
Have your actions caused an interruption in your life—relationally, spiritually, vocationally? Bring it to God. Own it, learn from it, and trust that He is still working to bring His purpose to pass. 
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