[image: Icon

Description automatically generated]
Quarter: Fall 2025
Study Title: How to Handle Life’s Interruptions


Sermon Title: When Life Goes Terribly Wrong
Text: 1 Peter 2:19–20 (CSB) 
For it brings favor if, because of a consciousness of God, someone endures grief from suffering unjustly. 20 For what credit is there if when you do wrong and are beaten, you endure it? But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God..-- 1 Peter 2:19-20 (CSB) 

Introduction: The Story of a Wrongly Accused Man 
Imagine a young man named James who worked faithfully at his job. He showed up early, treated coworkers kindly, and never cut corners. But one day, he was accused of theft—something he didn’t do. Despite his integrity, he was fired. His name was tarnished, and he was left asking: Why is this happening to me? 

Have you ever been there? Doing what’s right—but things still go terribly wrong? This is exactly what Peter addresses. Christians in his day were facing unjust persecution, not because they were doing wrong, but because they were doing right. 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
I. Suffering Is Sometimes Unjust—But Not Wasted (v. 19) 
For it brings favor if, because of a consciousness of God,.

Explanation: Some suffering is not the result of wrongdoing but of righteousness. 

Illustration: Joseph in Genesis—imprisoned not for a crime, but for rejecting sin. 

Application: Just because things go wrong doesn’t mean you’re doing wrong. Sometimes you suffer precisely because you’re doing what’s right. 
 
II. Endurance in Suffering Honors God (v. 19b) 
someone endures grief from suffering unjustly

Explanation: Peter says this kind of suffering—endured while being mindful of God—is “a gracious thing.” It is pleasing to the Lord. 

Illustration: Like a soldier staying in formation under fire, faithfulness under pressure shows loyalty to the commander. 

Application: Keep your focus on God in suffering. Not on revenge, not on self-pity. God is watching and working. 



 
III. Suffering for Wrongdoing Is Expected, Not Commendable (v. 20a) 
For what credit is there if when you do wrong and are beaten, you endure it

Explanation: There’s no virtue in enduring punishment you earned. That’s justice, not grace. 

Illustration: A student who cheats and fails can’t complain about unfair treatment. 

Application: Make sure your suffering isn’t self-inflicted. If life is hard because of your choices, repent. If it’s hard despite your righteousness, rejoice. 
 
IV. Suffering for Doing Good Is Honored by God (v. 20b) 
But when you do what is good and suffer, if you endure it, this brings favor with God.

Explanation: God sees and esteems unjust suffering endured in righteousness. 

Illustration: Jesus Himself is our ultimate example—He did nothing wrong, yet suffered everything for us. 

Application: When life goes terribly wrong, keep doing right. God takes special note of faithful endurance. Heaven sees what earth forgets. 
 
Conclusion: The Cross Wasn't Fair—But It Was Faithful 
No one suffered more unjustly than Jesus. He did good and was hated. He loved and was killed. But God turned that tragedy into triumph. And the same God watches over you. 

Closing Illustration: 
Gold is refined by fire. The heat feels destructive, but it is actually revealing value. When life goes terribly wrong, God may be refining something eternal in you. 
 
Invitation / Call to Response: 
Are you facing something unfair today? Being misunderstood, mistreated, or attacked for doing right? Don’t give up. God sees. God knows. And in His eyes, your endurance is precious. 
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