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Fall 2025
Sermon Series: The Greatest Return
To be used with Session 6: How Are We to Love God and His People?
Sermon Title: The Return of Jesus’s Impact 
Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:16—5:8

Connection With Unit Theme: To compliment the Bible study, “The Greatest Truths of All Time,” this sermon focuses on Jesus’s return and its perceived impact. The return of Christ, also known as the Second Coming or Second Advent, holds significant importance in Christian theology. It describes the future event Christians believe will happen when Jesus Christ returns to earth after His ascension, which will ultimately lead to the judgement of the living and the dead, and the establishment of His eternal kingdom. The trials and suffering of the church in the world will end with Jesus’s return. Jesus reminds us that no one knows when He will come. Only God knows the time for the end of the world. It is essential to recognize that Jesus is depicted as the Servant of God during His time on earth. Given this understanding, certain matters require our attention before Jesus’s return so that we are adequately prepared. In the same way that prudent homeowners protect their property against theft, we should remain vigilant for the coming of the Son of Man, which may occur unexpectedly. In the same way that caretakers are entrusted with the management of an estate during the owner’s absence, we are called to conduct ourselves wisely and responsibly while awaiting the return of Jesus. Indeed, there will come a time when Jesus, as our Master, will return to assess the actions and stewardship of His followers.

Live Encouraged – 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18: These verses describe the return of Jesus as an event likened to Noah’s flood, where the occurrence was announced in advance. In the case of the flood, many did not respond until it happened. One area of analysis in these verses is the statement that certain events are predicted to occur before the return of Christ. According to the text, challenges faced by the church are expected to conclude with the return of Jesus Christ, which is described as a clear event, accompanied by specific occurrences. The analogy is drawn with how trees reflect seasonal changes and how specific events are presented as indicators of this anticipated return. The certainty of His Word is affirmed, indicating its enduring validity. Jesus emphasizes that the exact timing of His return remains unknown to us and to Him. This assertion does not conflict with prior teachings that certain prerequisites must be fulfilled beforehand. Ultimately, only God possesses knowledge of when the end of the world will occur.

Live Expectant – 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3: In the book of Matthew, a parable with a wedding theme is recorded. The “virgins” are those who, like modern bridesmaids, accompany the bride; in the customs of Jesus’s day, they would accompany her to the bridegroom’s house. In this parable, half of the maidens demonstrate prudence by preparing for the bridegroom’s arrival at an uncertain time, while the other half do not make any arrangements. When the bridegroom is delayed, all the women become drowsy, and the announcement of his impending arrival at midnight catches them off guard. Those with sufficient oil can receive the bridegroom, whereas those who failed to prepare are left unready. The central message of the parable emphasizes the unexpected nature of the bridegroom’s return. The directive in verse 13 underscores this: “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” The narrative asserts that Jesus will return, and when this event occurs, the true character of the kingdom of heaven will be revealed. Individuals who have followed and served Him will be prepared to greet Him upon His return.

Live Empowered – 1 Thessalonians 5:4-8: According to biblical accounts, certain events are expected to happen worldwide before Jesus returns, including wars, reports of wars, famines, and earthquakes in various places. Along with these natural disasters, there will also be a time of spiritual decline. The church is expected to face persecution, during which some individuals who identify as Christians may betray others and abandon their faith. However, this is a good time to reflect and start actively managing our lives. Just as caretakers are trusted to manage property during the owner’s absence, we are called to live wisely and responsibly while waiting for Jesus’s return. This event will happen unexpectedly; therefore, continuous vigilance and readiness are essential. Staying consistent in our efforts and preparedness is wise, since our actions could be evaluated at any time. Still, there’s no need to have a negative outlook. While some Bible interpreters highlight passages that suggest an unavoidable spiritual decline before the Lord’s return, there’s also evidence that such a decline in some regions may be offset by growth and blessings elsewhere. The Word of God continually points toward the salvation of individuals, ensuring positive outcomes despite challenges.

Conclusion: According to the gospel of Matthew, Jesus stated that neither He nor others knew the exact day or hour of His return, indicating it would occur unexpectedly (24:36). Subsequent biblical passages written after the resurrection suggest that this event might happen soon. Believers are encouraged to be diligent and to live in a way that aligns with their values while waiting for the return of Jesus. This includes efforts towards holiness, peace, and leading a life without blame, as well as serving others and communicating their beliefs about Christ’s return. Rather than a passive approach, this period is seen as one of proactive and hopeful engagement while anticipating the fulfillment of end time religious teachings.
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