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Fall 2025
Sermon Series: The Greatest Truths of All Time
To be used with Session 4: The Greatest Gift
Sermon Title: The Greatest Gift Christ Offers
Scripture: Romans 5:6-11,18-21

Connection With Unit Theme: To compliment the Bible study, “The Greatest Truths of All Time,” this sermon focuses on the profound gift granted to humanity—the gift of Jesus Christ. It will reflect on the significance of Jesus’s actions in offering His life through crucifixion at Calvary. Considering the rarity of someone sacrificing their life for another, the message emphasizes that Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice by willingly going to the cross. The passage also illustrates the love that God has for His people, emphasizing that the greatest demonstration of love is the willingness to sacrifice one's life for others. Within Christian doctrine, individuals are regarded as justified before God through the atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross. Most Christians teach that saving faith involves belief in Jesus, whose death and resurrection are viewed as providing justification for those who accept Him as Lord and Savior.

Romans 5:6-8 – The Gift of God’s Love: We understand there is no greater love than the love of Jesus Christ. His love was demonstrated when He offered Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. Christianity teaches us that humans are inherently sinful and cannot attain salvation by themselves. It is also generally rare for someone to sacrifice their life for another person. According to the text, Jesus chose to sacrifice His life on behalf of all individuals. According to 1 Corinthians 2:12, it’s because of the Holy Spirit that we can understand this powerful thing that Christ did. It reads: “Now we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who comes from God, so that we may understand what has been freely given to us by God.” 

Yet, what exactly is this greatest gift that Christ offers? At its heart, it is the gift of reconciliation—a restoration of the relationship between humanity and God that was once fractured by sin. Paul’s words in the book of Romans ring with hope as he declares that, while we were still powerless and estranged, Christ died for us. Unlike gifts that tarnish or fade, this is a gift eternal in value and limitless in reach.

The Gift of Reconciliation – Romans 5:9-11: According to these verses, Christ’s death and the subsequent sending of the Holy Spirit are presented as acts of love intended to offer guidance in daily life. Through Christ’s sacrifice, believers are not only forgiven but welcomed as beloved children into God’s family. The gift is not merely a pardon, but peace, not just an acquittal, but adoption. This generous act moves beyond the bounds of human love. It is offered while we are still in need, still imperfect, still undeserving by our own merits.

We are invited to marvel at such love and to recognize that the greatest gift is not a material possession or fleeting comfort, but the unshakeable assurance of grace, acceptance, and everlasting life through Jesus Christ. This gift of reconciliation carries profound implications for daily living. It means that each believer can approach God not with trembling or fear, but with confidence as dearly loved children. Our past failures and shortcomings do not dictate our future, for the gift of Christ’s righteousness covers us. Such assurance fosters a deep sense of peace—a peace that surpasses understanding and anchors the soul amid life’s storms.

The Gift of Eternal Life – Romans 5:18-21:  Believers, formerly held captive by the reign of sin and death, now reign in righteousness and look forward to eternal life through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Through one man sin was brought into the world, and through one man righteousness overtook and defeated sin for the world.

[bookmark: _Hlk204775863]But in the shadow of God’s wrath shines the brilliance of His mercy. The same verses that warns of judgment also proclaims the unmerited favor extended to all who, through faith, embrace Christ’s sacrifice. This grace is not earned or deserved; it is offered freely. The greatest gift imaginable breaks the chains of alienation and draws us into communion with our Creator. 
Moreover, receiving the greatest gift calls us to become givers ourselves. We are invited to mirror the love and grace we have received, extending forgiveness and compassion to others. In this way, the gift multiplies, spreading hope and healing through communities and generations.

Conclusion: Ultimately, the greatest gift that Christ offers is a life transformed by love—a love that gave everything so that we might gain everything in Him. May our response be one of humble gratitude, living testimonies to the power of reconciliation, and unwavering hope rooted in the promise of eternal life. Judgment resulting in condemnation came to everyone because of one person’s offense, and likewise, the free gift of eternal life became available to all through the righteousness of one person. Adam’s initial act of disobedience introduced sin and mortality into the world. From the time of Eden until the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ on the cross, Adam’s transgression resulted in death that prevailed among humanity. But Christ delivered us from it all. 


Bio: Dr. Harry G. Zimmerman Jr. is a minister and teacher of God’s Word. He has earned a Master of Theology and a Doctor of Ministry in Evangelical and Expository Preaching. He is currently pursuing a Doctor of Education in Ministry with a concentration in Black Church Leadership at SBTS. Dr. Zimmerman and his wife, Christina, serves at Faith United Baptist Church.
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