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Fall 2025
Sermon Series: The Greatest Truths of All Time
To be used with Session 2: The Greatest Need 
Sermon Title: How Jesus Meets Our Greatest Need
Scripture: Luke 5:17-26

Connection with Unit Theme: To compliment the Bible study, “The Greatest Truths of All Time,” this sermon emphasizes that faith must be supported by corresponding actions to be meaningful. Simply professing faith, without exhibiting it through conduct, renders such faith ineffective. Therefore, the greatest need is a steadfast commitment to Jesus Christ through faith. This session reveals that two men brought a bedridden friend to Jesus for healing. They believed God could restore his health. Unable to access Jesus, they resolved to carry him onto the roof and lower him inside. Their greatest need was to reach Jesus for healing, and their faith would not allow them to be hindered. Our greatest need is also faith, which is demonstrated in the book Calling by Pierce Brantly. The book presents Saul, who put his faith in what he possessed. Years later, he trusted his armor in a final battle. He neglected to put his faith in the One who had provided his gear for war. Ultimately, he trusted in his own abilities and possessions, rather than in God, and this led to his demise. 

Introduction
This lesson explores the concept of the greatest need, which focuses on faith in Jesus Christ. People encountering challenges in life may turn to faith as a source of support. But addressing these obstacles often requires active engagement rather than relying solely on words. This theme is evident in today’s narrative, which presents a paralyzed individual brought before Jesus by friends. They demonstrated persistence based on an expectation of healing. Dependence on God requires faith, while dependence on self emphasizes dependence on one’s own abilities, possessions, or other people. The need for faith—whether in oneself, others, or something considered greater—is frequently discussed when facing difficult decisions. For Christians, faith in Jesus Christ is sought because it is viewed as a central element of religious practice. Faith in Jesus is our greatest need.

He Allows Us to Come to Him – Luke 5:17-19
According to this passage, Jesus is depicted as the source of all healing. He consistently receives those who approach Him, exemplified by His response to the paralytic man brought by his friends. Observing their faith, Jesus did not turn them away; instead, He welcomed them. This illustrates that Christ permits individuals to approach Him regardless of their circumstances. Throughout a spiritual journey, individuals may encounter others who question or critique their expressions of worship. This can be likened to the actions of the Pharisees and Scribes, who traveled from various villages in Galilee and Judea in verse 17 to scrutinize Jesus.  In contrast, there are instances where individuals demonstrated significant faith, as exemplified by the men who brought a paralyzed person to Jesus, expressing confidence in His capacity to heal. This act of faith was promptly recognized by Jesus, resulting in the individual’s recovery. The man understood that he could come to Jesus and that the necessity was to approach Him with both faith and trust.

Encouragement to Trust - Luke 5:20-21 
These verses show the trust and compassion of friends helping a paralyzed man seek healing from Jesus Christ. The actions of lowering their friend through the roof demonstrated both their collective faith in Jesus and their determination to seek his intervention. Their actions encourage us to trust. Francis Lambert notes that through the faith of others, a statement is addressed to the sick individual: “Friend, your sins are forgiven” (v. 20). Although it is widely acknowledged that he possessed personal faith, this instance illustrates how one individual’s faith can have a profoundly positive influence on another. Some acquaintances may criticize your beliefs, much like the Pharisees and Scribes questioned the doings of Jesus by saying, “Who is this man that speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” (v. 21). Truly, their critical nature was opposed to Jesus’s work. 

Forgiveness and Obedience - Luke 5:22-26
The Bible consistently underscores obedience as a fundamental value. The prophet Samuel expressed his disappointment with King Saul for failing to follow God’s instructions. In response, Samuel stated, “To obey is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22b). While the Scribes questioned Jesus’s abilities in forgiving sins, he addressed their thoughts by asking, “Why are you thinking this in your heart?” (v. 22). Adhering to Jesus’s teachings involves obedience to His guidance. Key principles of obedience in this context include loving others, showing kindness, and engaging in prayer. The text describes how Jesus responded to the thoughts of the Pharisees and Scribes by questioning their reasoning. Some individuals may react with jealousy towards others’ perceived success or positive experiences, especially if they are experiencing difficulties themselves. In similar situations, there may be people who do not understand or relate to what is happening in someone else’s life. When walking with Jesus, there may be those who perceive you as a threat due to misunderstandings. 

Conclusion
This chapter in Luke shows that our greatest need is Jesus Christ. Despite criticism and doubts, especially those from the Pharisees and Scribes who questioned His authority to forgive sins, Jesus demonstrated His identity through His actions. In our journey of faith, individuals may observe and scrutinize our actions. It is essential to demonstrate our values through consistent behavior, following the example set by Jesus. While challenges can arise, it remains essential to recognize that our greatest need is a steadfast relationship with Jesus Christ, whose guidance is fundamental to our walk. The individuals who brought the paralyzed man to Jesus demonstrated a significant level of trust in their faith. Believing that Jesus could heal their companion, they made extraordinary efforts by carrying him to the roof and lowering him before Jesus. Noting their actions as an expression of faith, Jesus instructed the man to “Get up, take your stretcher, and go home” (v. 24), resulting in his healing. Upon standing and walking, the formerly paralyzed man began to praise God (v. 25). The miracle caused the entire crowd to be astonished and moved them to give glory to God (v. 26).
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