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Quarter Fall 2025
		Study Title: Greatest Truths of All Time

Sermon Title: Sermon Outline: The Greatest Command 
 
The Greatest Command 
Text: Joshua 22:1–5 
 
Introduction: 

Story/Illustration: 
Tell the story of a soldier returning home after years of deployment. Before he boards the plane, his commanding officer embraces him and says, “You’ve served well. But don’t forget who you are. Live with honor — always.” 

Transition: 
This is the moment we find in Joshua 22. The eastern tribes had fulfilled their mission — they fought faithfully with their fellow Israelites — and now, as they prepare to return across the Jordan to their land, Joshua reminds them of the greatest command they must carry home. 
 
Main Points: 
 
1. Remember Your Faithfulness (v. 1–2) 
“You have done all that Moses… commanded, and you have obeyed me in everything I commanded.” 

· Joshua commends the eastern tribes (Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh) for keeping their word and standing with their brothers in battle. 
· This is a rare example of unity and integrity among the tribes. 

Illustration: 
Loyalty under pressure — like firefighters rushing into danger for others, not themselves. They didn’t fight for their own land, but for their brothers’ inheritance. 

Application: 
How have you served others even when the reward wasn’t immediate? Faithfulness in God’s mission often means putting others first. 
 
2. Return with a Command (v. 4–5a) 
“Now that the Lord your God has given your fellow Israelites rest… return to your homes…” 

· They are released with blessing, not just discharge. 
· But with that release comes a reminder: life in the land must reflect loyalty to God. 

Transition to next point: 
Their task wasn’t over — it had just shifted. From the battlefield to the home field — and that’s often where it’s hardest to live for God. 
 
3. The Greatest Command — Love the Lord (v. 5b) 
“...love the Lord your God, walk in obedience to him, keep his commands, hold fast to him and serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.” 

This is the heart of the passage — five powerful verbs: 
· Love the Lord 
· Walk in His ways 
· Keep His commands 
· Hold fast to Him 
· Serve Him wholeheartedly 
These aren't just religious duties — they describe a life of devotion and relationship with God. 

Illustration: 
Think of marriage vows — love, cherish, be faithful. It's not about rules, but about relationship. God wants our whole heart, not just rule-keeping. 
 
Conclusion: 
Joshua wasn’t just telling them how to live in the land — he was reminding them how to live in covenant. 
The greatest command isn’t new. It’s always been about loving God above all, and living like it — at work, at home, in public, and in private. 
 
Call to Action: 
· Are you returning home from a season of battle or duty? Carry the command with you. 
· Are you living in a place of rest? Don’t let comfort dull your commitment. 
· Will you love and serve the Lord with your whole heart — wherever He sends you next? 
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