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Quarter Fall 2025
	Study Title: Greatest Truths of All Time


Sermon Title: 
 The Greatest Sin 
Text: 1 John 5:14–17 
 
Introduction: 
Open with this reflection: 
"We often categorize sins — lying, anger, pride — but what does Scripture mean when it speaks of a sin so serious that we’re told not to pray for it?" 

Illustration: 
Imagine a doctor saying, “This illness is beyond treatment — there’s nothing more we can do.” That’s the tone many hear in this passage, but John isn’t trying to paralyze us with fear — he’s urging us to take sin seriously and pray with discernment and compassion. 
 
Main Points: 
 
1. The Power of Prayer in Dealing with Sin (v. 14–15) 
“If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us…” 

· John sets the foundation: our confidence in prayer comes from knowing we’re asking according to God’s will. 
· When a believer sins, God calls others to intercede in love, not in judgment. 

Illustration: 
When a building catches fire, people call 911 — they don’t argue about whose fault it was. In the church, prayer is the emergency call to heaven. 
 
2. The Call to Intercede for Sinning Believers (v. 16a) 
“If anyone sees his brother commit a sin not leading to death, he should pray and God will give him life…” 

· The reflex of a spiritual person should be intercession, not accusation. 
· Many sins are serious, but repentable — and God answers prayers that seek the restoration of others. 

Application: 
Who are you praying for right now who may be wandering from the faith? 
 
3. The Warning about Sin Leading to Death (v. 16b) 
“There is a sin that leads to death…”
 
· This likely refers not to a specific act but a heart condition: persistent, unrepentant rejection of God’s truth, even after full exposure. 
· Possibly ties to blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31–32) or apostasy (Hebrews 6:4–6). 
· We are not told to judge the heart, but to know that not all sin is equal in consequence. 

Illustration: 
Like a disease ignored for too long, willful sin hardens the heart to the point where it resists even the cure. 
 
4. All Sin Is Serious, But Not All Is Fatal (v. 17) 
“All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin that does not lead to death.” 

· John isn’t encouraging apathy about “lesser sins” — he's emphasizing the need for discernment and the hope of redemption. 
· There’s a life-giving difference between a believer struggling in weakness and one hardened in defiance. 
 
Conclusion: 
The greatest sin is not merely moral failure — it’s the persistent refusal to repent, even in the face of God's mercy and truth. 
But the greatest hope? 
That God gives life to those we pray for — that no one is beyond reach, unless they continually reject the only One who can save them. 
 
Call to Action: 
· Pray boldly for those who have fallen into sin. 
· Guard your own heart from drifting into spiritual apathy or hardness. 
· Rest in the confidence that God hears the prayers of His people and loves to restore broken lives. 
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