EXTRA! IDEAS FOR ADULTS – GREATEST TRUTHS – GREATEST NAME
EXTRA supports the group plans in the Bible Studies for Life leader guides.
DATE: SEPTEMBER 7, 2025
THE GREATEST NAME
THE POINT: THERE IS ONLY ONE GOD AND ONLY HIS NAME DESERVES GLORY.
GET INTO THE STUDY
After discussing Question #1, read the following:
It is everywhere—talk of the latest athletes successes, the best pop-star moments, the new cover shoot of that amazing actress. Sports are revered in today’s culture—the best of the best making a name for themselves.
Take for instance Tom Brady. Not only is he a 7-time Superbowl champ, 5-time Superbowl MVP, 3-time NFL MVP, and NFL Offensive Player of the Year. He represents not just himself, but a football team (The Las Vegas Raiders), multiple brands (Gillet, Aston Martin, Under Armour, etc) and his family. He has a lot going for him, making him The GOAT.
What was his response to all this success and glory? Tom Brady states that, “How I became a great player certainly had an impact [on my success]—from showing up day in and day out, to doing whatever it took to get better, be successful, be a role model, and to provide.”
He doesn’t take the glory lightly, but instead says that it’s not just about him, but that he is a role model, a representative to—and for—others.
Everything we do, and everything we have, is from God. No matter what we do or where life takes us, we need to give all the glory to God. For there is only one God, and only His name deserves the glory.
GET INTO THE STUDY (OPTION FOR ADULT LEADER GUIDE)
In advance, play a video clip from of highlights from a great athlete. Then ask Question #1.
STUDY THE BIBLE
Before asking Question #3, read the following:
Tom Brady put football above all else, making it his life. However, when pro-golfer, Scottie Scheffler (who recently won the 2025 Open Championship) was asked about how he approached to his sport, he commented that, “[Golf] is fulfilling from the sense of accomplishment, but it’s not fulfilling from a sense of the deepest places of your heart…That’s why I talk about family being my priority because it really is. I’m blessed to be able to come out here and play golf, but if my golf ever started affecting my home life or it ever affected the relationship I have with my wife or my son, that’s going to be the last day that I play out here for a living.”
Scottie could very easily have made his career, the golf course, winning, or fame define him. It could have become an idol, with nothing else getting in the way of the next win. Instead, he stays grounded and focused, thanks to the love and support of his family. 
There are many things in our lives that can take our focus off of God and put it onto what the world defines as glory – fame, success, money, or status. But we can’t let that define us. We are children of God, and have to put Him first in all we do. As we learn in this lesson, there is only one God, and only He deserves all the glory.
The week’s writer for Extra is Erika Morrison. Erika is the daughter of missionary parents. She lives in Southwest Michigan, where she serves as the executive director of a human services non-profit, and speaks regularly on poverty culture, and having a relationship with Jesus.
STUDY THE BIBLE (OPTION FOR ADULT LEADER GUIDE)
In advance, play a worship song to give your group an opportunity to praise God through song.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
Icebreaker
· Did you like your name when you were growing up? Why or why not?
· What’s the story behind your name?
· In your opinion, who is the greatest name in the field of sports, literature, or cinema?
Isaiah 42:1-4
· How has Jesus served you when you were bruised or burned out?
· Which of the listed characteristics of God in vv. 1-4 distinguish Him from other gods or heroes?
· Which part of the description of Jesus is most compelling to you?
Isaiah 42:5-8
· What practical step(s) can you take this week to purposely give glory to the God who gives breath to every living thing?
· When can you look back and identify the hand of God in your life?
· If God does not give glory or praise to others or idols, why do His followers behave differently?
Isaiah 42:9-12
· What past and future events stir you to give God glory and praise?
· What are some specific steps we can take to glorify God’s name?
· How has God’s faithfulness prompted a new song in your heart?

