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Sermon Title: Our Gospel Debt to a Lost World 

To be used with Session 2: Sharing Christ 

Scripture: Romans 1:14-17 

 

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Sharing Christ,” this sermon 

will focus on what should compel every true Christian to share Christ with a lost and dying 

world. One would argue, and rightly so, that the Lord’s Great Commission given to His church 

(Matt. 28:18-20) should be sufficient reason for God’s people to obey. Yet, God is gracious to 

include in His Word additional reasons for obedience. One of these comes to us from the apostle 

Paul’s own personal testimony of what compelled him to share Christ.   

 

Introduction: In these few verses of Romans 1, we have a window into Paul’s heart and 

ministry. We have Paul’s personal testimony of what compelled him to be one of the most 

effective missionaries and church planters this world has ever known. His testimony, and 

accordingly this sermon, is neatly organized around three “I am” declarations. Paul declared, “I 

am obligated (i.e., a debtor),” “I am eager,” and “I am not ashamed.”  

 

1. The gospel debt we owe to a lost world (Rom. 1:14). 

For most of us, the concept of personal debt is rarely a positive one. Paul, however, 

celebrated his position as a debtor. Effectively, he saw himself indebted to everyone and 

everywhere, whether civilized or uncivilized, Greek speakers or those of every other 

language in the world (barbarous), and educated or uneducated. Of course, Paul’s debt was 

not a monetary debt, but rather a gospel debt. What a radical reversal after his conversion to 

Christ. Paul went from a deeply rooted personal crusade to utterly destroy the gospel and all 

those who promoted it to an unwavering compulsion to preach the gospel no matter the cost 

(cf. 1 Cor. 9:16-17).  

 

Every member of Christ’s church today is the same kind of debtor. This indebtedness defines 

us as a people, establishes the ultimate purpose of all our ministries, and, therefore, explains 

the reason for our existence in this world as the Lord’s church. It is a gospel debt we owe to a 

lost and dying world, and, like Paul, we should willingly pay toward that debt, knowing that 

it will not be paid off until Jesus comes. 

  

2. The eagerness to share the gospel Debt (Rom. 1:15). 

The staggering size of Paul’s gospel debt (a world of lostness) produced in him an eagerness 

to make daily payments. (The coordinating conjunction “so” introduces a clause of result.) 

After Paul had been forced to leave Thessalonica, he assured the fledgling church, “We 

greatly desired (prothumos) and made every effort to return and see you face to face” (1 

Thess. 2:17). That is the idea behind this rare New Testament word. It conveys the strong 

emotions of passion, enthusiasm, and zeal. 



 

In our American culture today, we are witnessing unprecedented levels of extreme acts of 

depravity. Wickedness is increasing seemingly without restraint. But the problem is still 

lostness, the remedy is still the gospel of Jesus Christ, and its promise of salvation has been 

entrusted to the church. The enormity of our gospel debt to this lost world should produce in 

us an eagerness to make daily payments.    

 

3. The unashamed belief in the gospel message (Rom. 1:16-17). 

In John R. W. Stott’s commentary on this passage, he quoted the great Scottish preacher 

James Stewart. “There is no sense,” observed Stewart, “in declaring that you’re not ashamed 

of something unless you’ve been tempted to feel ashamed of it.”1 Paul knew well this 

temptation, as do we all. He knew that the message of the gospel was “a stumbling block to 

the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles” (1 Cor. 1:23). He knew firsthand that when the 

gospel is preached, it arouses opposition, induces contempt, and at the very least provokes 

ridicule. Yet, he remained unashamed, and he cites at least two reasons why. 

 

a. The gospel is the power of God to save the believing (v. 16).  

No matter where it is proclaimed and regardless of the level of opposition, the gospel 

always results in salvation for those who believe. Paul preached the gospel in Jerusalem, 

the religious center of the world, and he was attacked by a mob of angry, murderous 

Jews. But some of them believed and were saved. Paul preached the gospel at Athens, the 

intellectual center of the world, and he was mocked and ridiculed. But some of them 

believed and were saved. Paul preached the gospel at Rome, the governing center of the 

world, and he was eventually martyred. But some of them believed and were saved, 

including some from Caesar’s own household.  

 

b. The gospel is God’s righteousness bestowed on the faithful (v. 17). 

Our salvation begins and continues according to the principle of faith (“a righteousness 

that is by faith from first to last,” Rom. 1:17, NIV). First, there is the faithfulness of God 

in His provision of the gospel and with His promise to save (Ps. 33:4; Heb. 10:23). Next, 

there is the believer’s faith in the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which becomes the 

basis upon which God imputes Christ’s righteousness (the doctrine of justification, cf. 

Rom. 5:1-19). From this point forward, there is the believer’s ongoing life of faith. “The 

righteous will live by faith.”  

 

Conclusion: Who holds the note on our gospel debt? We could draw an imaginary circle around 

our home and extended family members, and we would find some of our creditors. We could 

then widen the circle to encompass our community—where we learn, work, shop, and play. 

Many of our creditors live there, and we owe them the gospel. With each ever-widening 

concentric circle we would find ourselves at the center point surrounded by creditors from “every 

tribe and tongue and people and nation” (Rev. 5:9) who are desperate for our faithful witness. 
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