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Sermon Series: Confident in the Face of Questions 

To be used with Session 4:  Is Hell Real?   

Sermon Title Possibilities: Fire and Brimstone 

Scripture:  2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the Bible study “Confident in the Face of 

Questions,” this sermon will draw attention to a place that is often neglected and ignored by 

many people. Acceptable is the use of hell in profanity, but even though some people proclaim 

themselves to be atheist, they refuse to accept the reality of hell. But according to the Bible hell 

is just as real as heaven. The difference is that heaven is a place of eternal life and hell is a place 

of eternal punishment. Christian leaders should bring more attention to this place of “fire and 

brimstone.”  

Introduction: The apostle Paul wrote to the people of Thessalonica to encourage them to remain 

strong and persevere in the face of persecution. He told them that their suffering would one day 

end, and Christ would return and do away with the works of wickedness. Those who practice 

evil will spend eternity in hell. Jesus and many Scriptures spoke of hell. In Matthew 5:22 He 

said, “But I tell you, everyone who is angry with his brother or sister will be subject to judgment. 

Whoever insults his brother or sister will be subject to the court. Whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will 

be subject to hellfire.” If Jesus spoke about hell, that is proof that it is a very real place. So, the 

apostle Paul freely shared about this place of eternal punishment with the Thessalonians. For 

them it was a source of encouragement that those who persecuted them would one day meet their 

just rewards. 

1. God’s Justice (v. 6).  

The words Paul used in his letter to the Thessalonians indicated that he had a deep love for them. 

He did not want them to live with uncertainty about what to expect during the end times, when 

the antichrist comes, and the coming of the Lord. When these events take place, God’s justice 

will be on full display. His justice will make all things right or as it should be. 
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During the end times there will be “new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells” 

(2 Pet. 3:13). The book of Revelation speaks of this along with a description of the glorious 

environment of heaven. The antichrist will do all that is possible to prevent this transistioning. 

He is a person of evil who is hostile toward God and His Son. Throughout history there have 

been individuals with the traits of the antichrist, but there is one who will top the evil acts of past 

antichrists. But not yet; Paul indicated that the antichrist is being held back to be released at a 

future time. At that time, we should not be afraid of anything the antichrist will do, because our 

God is great, and we have been assured “you are from God, little children, and you have 

conquered them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 

John 4:4). 

 

2. The Antichrist’s Demise (vv. 7-8).  

The antichrist does not have a chance against an omnipotent God. He cannot overcome the 

restraints of the Lord. With every generation his work on this earth seems to increase. He is 

intent on rebelling against God and causing others to do the same. He has even begun to 

influence earthly government and laws that were established to guide and protect us. Even so the 

legal authorities in the land restrain his evil because they prevent people living out the evil in 

their hearts. But there will come a time when he will be unrestrained and the earth will 

experience his lawlessness fully. But Christ will overthrow the evil one “with the breath of his 

mouth and will bring him to nothing at the appearance of his coming” (v. 8). 

 

3. The Final Punishment (vv. 9-12).  

The lawless antichrist will be ruthless; he will influence people everywhere on earth by using the 

trickery of Satan. The deception will run deep in the hearts of people, causing them to choose 

immorality over the goodness of God. This is utter blindness of the heart. During those days, 

many sins that were held in check by the law will be legal. Today, homosexually, adultery, lying, 

in some cases murder, and so many other sins are now looked over and accepted. Paul said, 

“Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be deceived: No 

sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or males who have sex with males, no thieves, 

greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers will inherit God’s kingdom” (1 

Cor. 6:9-10). Because of their wickedness people who chose to practice immorality will 

experience the same fate as the antichrist and Satan. They will be thrown into a lake of fire for an 

eternity (Rev. 20:10). After that there will be no chance for repentance. 

 

Conclusion: The way to God is not difficult. One needs only to believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God who was born, died, buried, and rose from the dead. Eternal life is all about Jesus. In 

essence, it is an acceptance of the loving gift of God who desires that all people are saved and 

spend eternity with Him. The alternative is an eternal fate as well. But it is eternal separation 

from God in a lake of fire and brimstone. It is a very real place called hell. 
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Dr. Harry Zimmerman Jr. has been an associate minister since 2005 at various churches. 

Currently he serves as an associate minister at Faith United Missionary Baptist Church and as a 

men’s ministry leader and prayer coordinator. He received a Master of Divinity from The 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Master of Theology and Doctor of Ministry in 

Evangelistic and Expository Preaching from Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary. He is 

married to his wife of 14 years, Christina, and between them, they have four children. 

https://lifewaychristianresources-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lynn_pryor_lifeway_com/Documents/Documents/BSFL%20Writers/www.biblestudiesforlife.com

