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Fall 2023 

Staying True in a World Far From God 

 

 

Sermon Title: A Bright Light for a Dark Day 

To be used with Session 3: Speak Truth Boldly 

Scripture: 1 Kings 18 

 

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Speak Truth Boldly,” this sermon 

will build upon the study’s main point that being a bold witness for God sometimes means 

speaking hard truth.  

Introduction: My first pastorate was in southeast Missouri. One time we had an ice storm a 

couple of weeks before Christmas, and I lost my electricity for a few days. It was still off the 

night we had our annual associational Christmas banquet for pastors. They had electricity at 

the associational office, so I went to the banquet. When I drove back home that night, I wasn’t 

looking forward to spending another night in the dark. As I drew near to the community where 

I lived, I saw lights in the distance. Sure enough, the electricity had come back on! I shouted so 

loud that they probably heard me in the next county!  

 

 When you’ve spent a long time in the darkness, light can be a very welcome sight. That’s true 

spiritually as well as physically. After the death of King Solomon, the northern ten tribes pulled 

away and formed their own kingdom. This kingdom, referred to as the northern kingdom of 

Israel, had a succession of wicked rulers, and it continued to plunge into spiritual darkness. Yet 

in the midst of this darkness God raised up a light. That light was the prophet Elijah. He pointed 

the northern kingdom back toward God when the king refused to do so. During this time of 

spiritual lawlessness, God used Elijah to remind the people that He was still in charge. He was a 

bright light for a dark day. 

 
1. A devastating curse.  

a. God had not sent any rain on Israel for three and a half years.  
The people were worshiping Baal, who was the god of fertility and storms. This was 

God’s way of reminding the people that He still ran the show, whether they liked it or 

not. He was telling them, “You think Baal controls the weather? Let’s see him fix this 

problem!” 

 
b. Even after the long drought, Ahab was still defiant (v. 17). 

You’d think Ahab would have begged Elijah for mercy. You’d think he’d have said, “You 
were right, Elijah! We believe you now! Your God is the true God! Get Him to call off this 
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drought and we’ll worship Him again!” Ahab did nothing of the sort. According to verse 
4, his wife Jezebel was still killing God’s prophets.  
 

c. Those who love and serve the true God will never be able to coexist peacefully with 
those who hate Him.  
Not all atheists or followers of false religions seethe with hatred for God’s people, but 
many of them do. They openly despise God, and they mock those of us who follow Him. 
I daresay many of them would repeal the First Amendment if they could get away with 
it.  
 

2. A decisive contest. 
a. To Elijah’s credit, he did not back down (vv. 18-20). 

Elijah told Ahab to gather all the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel—four hundred and 

fifty of them, to be exact. He also told him to gather the four hundred prophets of 

Asherah, a Canaanite fertility goddess who was believed to be the mother of Baal. The 

Bible makes no mention of these latter prophets at Mount Carmel. We can only 

speculate as to why, but my guess is they chickened out. 

 
b. Elijah asked the people, “How long will you waver between two opinions?” (v. 21) 

Most Americans need to answer that same question. If our God is the one true God, 
then He has the right to demand our obedience in every area of life. He demands your 
obedience in the workplace, at school, in your home, and every other aspect of your life. 
That’s why I lose patience with people who say they keep their religion and their politics 
separate. Someone has wisely said, if Jesus is not Lord of all, then He’s not really Lord at 
all. You show me someone who says he keeps God out of certain areas of his life, and I’ll 
show you someone whose heart is not truly devoted to God.  
 

c. Elijah then proposed a challenge to the prophets of Baal (vv. 22-24). 
You have to hand it to Elijah: he had no fear of these false prophets. Christians these 

days seem to fear the false gods more than they fear the God of the Bible. They say, 

“Well, if we allow prayer in schools and other public places, we’ll have to let the 

Muslims and the Hindus and the Buddhists pray, too.” So what? It’s not like their gods 

are going to hear them!  Adrian Rogers used to say, “The biggest problem in America is 

not that the devil’s crowd prays. The biggest problem is God’s people don’t.” 

 
3. A dramatic conclusion.  

a. When Elijah prayed, God sent fire to consume his sacrifice (vv. 36-38).  
All day long the prophets of Baal prayed and cried out to their god, but nothing 

happened. Remember, there were 450 of them. They even resorted to self-mutilation, 

but their god still didn’t listen. Elijah prepared his sacrifice, saturated it with water, and 

then he prayed a very simple prayer. Fire did indeed fall from heaven, but this was no 

ordinary fire. It burned up the sacrifice, but it also dried up all the water on the altar and 

the trench around it. It even burned up the stones of the altar and the dirt around it.  
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b. In response, the people fell on their faces and worshiped God (v. 39). 

This should remind us of a great truth: even in the darkest of times, God is still God. 
People may mock Him, and they may persecute His servants, but He still reigns. Many 
have tried to dethrone God, but they have failed every time.  As the great preacher S.M. 
Lockridge used to say, “He can’t be impeached and He’s not going to resign.”  
 

c. The same God who showed Himself to Israel is the same God we worship today.  
What if we saw a movement of God in this country that was so powerful and so mighty 

that even the most learned scholars could not explain it? Several years ago I ran across 

an article titled, “Millennials Need a Bigger God, not a Hipper Pastor.” The writer 

contended that many millennials don’t see God as necessary to their lives. What would 

happen if we presented them with a true, biblical understanding of God? What would 

happen if they realized just how desperately they do need God?  Then we might see 

true revival. 

 

Conclusion: When I was a sophomore in college, as it got close to Halloween, rumors began to 

spread that a group of local Satan worshipers was planning to burn area churches on 

Halloween night. To be honest, I’m not even sure that there were any Satan worshipers in the 

area, and to the best of my knowledge no churches were burned that year. Still, that was the 

rumor going around town, and it upset a lot of people. One Sunday evening my pastor 

addressed those rumors from the pulpit. He asked, “Is God dead?” Hopefully, you know the 

answer to that question! Our God is still very much alive, and because He is alive, we need to 

let people know that He reigns. Will they listen? That’s out of our hands. They listened to Elijah, 

but just a short time later, Queen Jezebel fought back with a vengeance and Elijah was forced 

to flee for his life. When you shine the light of truth, the devil will always fight back. 

Nevertheless, our God reigns. Because He reigns, we need to proclaim His truth without fear 

and without shame. People may not listen, but they certainly won’t listen if we don’t tell them. 

Let us be bright lights in these dark days.       

 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a B.S. in 
history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-America Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  
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