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Set Apart: A Life Lived for God 

 

 

Sermon Title: Uncompromised Holiness 

To be used with Session 1: Set Apart: The Holiness of God 

Scripture: Leviticus 10:1-3  

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “Set Apart: The Holiness of God” 

this sermon stresses the importance of recognizing what holiness is and that God’s holiness is 

perfect and permanent. Since the Garden of Eden mankind has attempted to redefine God’s 

nature and make Him less than flawless. But God’s nature is not subject to compromise or 

redefining. Although mankind desires to convert God’s pure holiness into something more easily 

achieved and common, God shows us the true nature of His holiness and His desire for us to 

uphold His holiness through our daily lives. 

Introduction: In the 1993 movie Groundhog Day, Phil Connors wakes up to the same day over 

and over. While no one else is aware of the repetition, Connors is and he goes through a 

progression of reactions as he takes advantage of everyone else before he starts trying to help 

others and improve himself. At one point he tells his coworker, Rita Hanson, that he thinks he is 

God or at least a god. “Well maybe the real God uses tricks, you know? Maybe he’s not 

omnipotent. He’s just been around so long he knows everything.” If God’s nature could be 

summed up in His omniscience, then we have no reason to worship Him and surrender our lives 

and will to His care and control. But God is not just a very wise and all-knowing ancient human. 

He is _______ (provide your own words for God’s nature or use the description in the Baptist 

Faith and Message and end with His perfect holiness).  

1. An Unholy Assumption (Lev. 10:1)  

Aaron, his sons, and the Israelites had just experienced a most dramatic and memorable 

encounter with God. Aaron’s sons had assisted as he offered the prescribed sin, burnt, and peace 

offerings/sacrifices before both he and Moses entered the tent of meeting. When they reappeared, 

they blessed the people and God showed up! While most of the offerings had already been 

burned on the altar, the burnt offering itself remained until God sent a fire to consume it. The 

response by the people was to fall on their faces (9:23-24). 

 

In the very next verse (10:1), two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, then presented 

“unauthorized fire before the LORD.” Exactly what made it unauthorized is not clearly identified 

in the text and scholars can only offer various theories ranging from pride to the introduction of 

pagan worship. One thing is certain: it was God who did not authorize it. Sin is sin, whatever its 

form, because it violates God’s law and God does not ignore our disobedience.  
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2. No Room for Compromise (Lev. 10:2)  

From a human perspective, sending fire to consume the two men may seem like an over-the-top 

reaction. Two reasons we may feel that way are because (1) we know that we, too, are guilty of 

taking His name in vain in various ways and we do not want to suffer such punishment; and (2) 

we may have become desensitized to the severity of sin and do not wish to discipline 

wrongdoing. But from God’s perspective, it was a perfect and holy response, if for no other 

reason than because God is perfect and holy. Aaron was the high priest, but Nadab and Abihu 

were also priests and represented God to the people of Israel. Their actions were not performed 

in obedience to God. They acted in an unholy way while bearing His name to the people. God’s 

display of rejecting their actions matched His display of accepting the offerings that had just 

been given. It is worth noting that the exact same words used to describe God’s acceptance of the 

sacrifice—Fire came from the Lord and consumed…—are repeated in this verse to describe 

God’s response to the sin of Nadab and Abihu. God is immutable and does not fully embrace our 

obedience while at the same time lightly dismissing our disobedience. His response to unholiness 

is as passionate as His response to holiness. 

3. A Matter of Proximity (Leviticus 10:3)  

It is significant to note that amid all of the drama that surrounded the Israelites and the variety of 

emotions and reactions they must have had, God remained steadfast. His agenda did not change 

and He continued in holiness. This is a lesson for all who would follow God. Whatever 

circumstances we face, we should always desire and strive for holiness. 

 

In this verse, God revealed insight into His ways and Aaron acted wisely. The context would 

indicate that the priests were “those who are near me” and the rest of the Israelites were “all the 

people” who witnessed God’s glory as He interacted with the offerings, with Moses and Aaron, 

and with Aaron’s two sons who sinned. God’s holiness is pure and those who bear His name 

must reflect that. Over three thousand years later, when Jesus was teaching His followers how to 

pray, He began with “Our Father in heaven, your name be honored as holy.” (Matt. 6:9) The 

actual Greek word is a verb instead of the adjective holy. It is also an imperative along with the 

next two phrases in that prayer. We pray that our thoughts, words, and actions will hallow His 

name even as God hallows it. As His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20), we have the mandate to 

represent God, including His holiness, rather than our desires and sinfulness. 

 

Finally, we should learn from Aaron’s response: “Aaron remained silent.” “Aaron clearly 

accepted what had taken place without lashing out at Yahweh. In turn Yahweh accepted Aaron’s 

attitude and accounted it to his merit, as will be seen later in this chapter.”1 

 

Conclusion: It is true that no congregation is perfect and that all of us are sinners forgiven by 

God’s grace. We have heard the saying, “If you find the perfect church, don’t join it or it won’t 

 
1 John E. Hartley, Leviticus, Word Biblical Commentary (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1992), 134. 
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be perfect anymore.” The problem arises, however, when we use that as an excuse, even a badge 

of honor, to accept our sinfulness and pretend we cannot change the status quo. 2 Corinthians 7:1 

states, “So then, dear friends, since we have these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from every 

impurity of the flesh and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.” Do our lives 

match our words? Is Jesus our Lord or just another part of our lives? Will we accept a challenge 

today to memorize 2 Corinthians 7:1 and devote ourselves to “cleanse ourselves from every 

impurity of the flesh and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God?” 

Jim Gantenbein lives in Port Orchard, Washington. He and his wife, Cathy, are the grateful 

parents of three married children and eight grandchildren. Jim is a graduate of Oklahoma 

Baptist University and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
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