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Sermon Series: Set Apart: A Life Lived for God 

To be used with Session 6: Set Apart for the Journey 

Sermon Title Possibilities: A Christian’s Journey with Jesus 

Scripture: Philippians 3:10-17 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “Set Apart: A Life Lived for God” 

this sermon examines how the Apostle Paul’s eagerness toward finishing well can aid today’s 

Christian towards a lifelong Christian journey.  Since Paul was assured of his destination, he 

made every effort to imitate the life of Christ until they met face to face. In fact, a few chapters 

before he explains in Philippians 1:21-24. “For me, living is Christ and dying is gain.  Now if I live 

on in the flesh, this means fruitful work for me; and I don’t know which one I should choose.  I 

am pressured by both. I have the desire to depart and be with Christ —which is far better — 

but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.  

Introduction: Tony Evans explains, “Many of us are working hard at the Christian life. Many are 

doing overtime efforts; many are coming to church, reading the Bible, saying their prayers, and 

trying to do better, but they are failing. All their efforts are not working. They have made 

promises, committed, and then recommitted. These Christians are sincere. They are honest. 

They are doing their best. The problem is that many Christians are often so focused on 

themselves that they are missing out on what God is really looking for. God’s goal for us is 

simple. He wants to conform us to the image of His Son.”  The Christian journey begins and 

ends at abiding in Christ.  In our own strength it is impossible, but with Jesus all things are 

possible if we believe. Matthew 19:26 states, “But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men 

this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 

 
1. This Journey requires resurrection powered desire (vv. 10-12) 

The book of Philippians captures Paul’s letter to the Philippian church during one of his 

many imprisonments.  However, rather than focusing on himself he encourages the church 

because they are partners in ministry and a great support for his missionary efforts. In this 

chapter of Philippians, Paul is expressing his heartfelt desire to share in the sufferings of 

Christ.  Paul understands that as a Christian nothing we do can be sustained without Christ’s 

resurrection power.  In verses 10-12, Paul informs the church of Philippi that he desires to 
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strive towards living fully in Christ, because Christ has taken hold of him fully.  As Christians, 

we can rest assured that Jesus is always with us, and the Holy Spirit guides us.  And we 

should desire to serve not in our own strength, but by his resurrection powered support.  

This Christian journey cannot be sustained without a desire to know Christ intimately, and 

the power of his resurrection.  Christ is our life, and it is only when we are conformed to his 

image that we experience the joy that Paul writes about.  

 

2. This Journey requires laser focused direction (vv. 13-14) 
If anyone could be given an award during their lifetime commemorating a job well done 
while they are still alive it would be Paul of Tarsus. When Paul was a Jew, he was among the 
most highly decorated, and zealous of his peers. As a result, Paul persecuted Christians prior 
to his conversion.  He was a man that exemplified a laser focused direction.  God used who 
Paul was created to be and he became a powerful tool for the Kingdom.  God wants to do 
the same for us today.  Before we know Christ, we are aimless in our pursuit for meaning, 
direction, and community.  Paul shows us that God has imparted parts of his DNA into fallen 
man, and once we decide to follow Christ, we can use what we are gifted with to bless the 
Kingdom of God.  Even more, humanity would sometimes not even value God’s gifts in us. 
We see in 1 Corinthians 1:27-29, “Instead, God has chosen what is foolish in the world to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong.  God 
has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world —what is viewed as nothing—to 
bring to nothing what is viewed as something, that no one can boast in His presence.” 

 
3. The Journey requires single-minded devotion (vv. 15-17)  

This Christian journey needs to be constantly reminded of our single-minded devotion.  Paul 
in Philippians 2:1-2 states, “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation 
of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by thinking 
the same way,  having the same love,  sharing the same feelings, focusing on one  goal.”  
Our devotion to Christ and his love for all of us drives us to be single minded, and 
wholehearted.  If we remain in Christ on this journey, then we can imitate others that knew 
that he is better than any desire here on earth. We don’t reinvent the wheel, but instead 
fall in line not just out of duty, but devotion. Our devotion to the Lord Jesus fuels our 
motivation to life for him.  We, like Paul will await the day that we can see him face to face.  

 
Conclusion: The Christian journey is required of every believer.  How beautiful it would be if 

every believer in Christ would begin to take the Great Commission seriously.  It is not Great 

advice or a great suggestion but a command to obey. Our journey can be one of joy and 

fulfillment because of the promises of God.  At the conclusion of Matthew 28:20 he states 

emphatically, “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  Knowing that God 

will never leave us or forsake us should be the greatest encouragement to live for him.  Can you 

commit to living this day in light of that day that when Jesus Christ returns?  May it be so, 

Amen.  
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