
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: Acts 10

Live It Out: Allow your child to invite an unchurched friend to an event at your church, such 
as Vacation Bible School. Tell your child he is helping to tell his friend about Jesus.

Cornelius and his family loved God. When Cornelius was praying, an angel told him that 
God said to find a man named Peter.

Cornelius sent some men to find Peter. When they found Peter, they explained what the 
angel had told Cornelius. 

The next day Peter and the men went to Cornelius’ house. Cornelius was there with his 
family and friends.

Peter told Cornelius that Jesus is God’s Son and that He taught people about God. Peter told 
Cornelius that Jesus went around doing good and made sick people well.

Cornelius, his family, and his friends listened to Peter. They believed everything Peter said 
about Jesus. They loved Jesus, too.

Scripture: Acts 10

Live It Out: Read together Romans 6:4 and other verses about baptism. If your child hasn’t 
been baptized, share the plan of salvation. Tell him that baptism is an act of obedience.

As Cornelius was praying, he saw an angel. The angel told Cornelius that God had heard 
his prayers. The angel told Cornelius to send men to the town of Joppa to find Peter and bring 
him back to Cornelius. The men traveled to Joppa to find Peter.

Peter saw a vision. The vision helped Peter know that the gospel was for all everyone. The 
men told Peter that Cornelius was a Roman, not a Jew like Peter.

God told Peter to go with the men. They went to Cornelius’ house and found Cornelius and 
many relatives and friends waiting to hear Peter’s message from God.

Peter told the people the good news about Jesus. The people listened to Peter and believed. 
The Holy Spirit came to all the people there.

That day the Cornelius and his household were baptized.
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CONNECTION POINT:  
We must guard 
our hearts against 
criticizing others.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: We all have 
opinions and personal 
preferences. This can 
become a problem when 
we use our opinions and 
personal preferences 
as a basis to criticize 
others. This criticism 
becomes even more 
destructive when it’s 
aimed at those whose 
approach to ministry 
is different than ours. 
When individuals are 
ministering in ways that 
are biblical yet perhaps 
different from our own 
ministry, we should 
thank God for how He 
is at work.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Numbers 12:1-15

• Why can gratitude and complaining never coexist?
• Why is it so important that we avoid patterns of complaints and criticism?
• When have you experienced reconciliation after offending someone?

Live It Out: When others act in ways we don’t appreciate, it can be easy to criticize and 
complain. When it’s people who exercise authority in our lives, we might be tempted that 
much more. We must be careful and intentional to honor the authorities in our lives, choosing 
never to complain, but to pray for our leaders (1 Tim. 2:1-2; Rom. 13:1).

We can all be negative or critical at one point or another. Evaluate your own heart for 
complaints against others. Ask God to reveal where you might be compaaring yourself 
to others. The first step is to see yourself as God sees you. Commit to staying away from 
criticism and complaints, and instead choose to find ways to encourage and uplift others.


