
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.
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Scripture: John 21:1-19

Live It Out: Put plastic fish in a tub of water. Give your child an aquarium net to catch the 
fish. Comment that Jesus helped the men catch fish. Say: “Jesus said, ‘I love you.’ John 15:9.”

Peter, John, and some of other disciples had been fishing. They had caught no fish.
A man standing on the shore asked, “Did you catch any fish?” The disciples said no. The 

man told them to put their net down on the right side of the boat. The fishermen threw the net 
into the water. The net was full of fish! There were 153 fish in the net.

John said, “That man is Jesus!” Peter was so excited; he jumped into the water and swam to 
shore. The other men followed in the boat, pulling the net full of fish.

The men reached land and saw fish and bread cooking on a fire. Jesus said, “Come and 
have breakfast with Me.” The men were happy to see Jesus. They were happy Jesus was alive.

After breakfast, Jesus asked Peter three times, “Do you love Me?” Peter answered yes each 
time. Jesus told Peter, “Follow Me.” Jesus wanted Peter to love others and tell them about Jesus.

Scripture: John 18:15-18,25-27; 21:1-19

Live It Out: Guide your child read John 15:9 from the Bible. Say that God showed His love 
through Jesus’ death on the cross. Jesus died to forgive sin, and people can ask to be forgiven.

When Jesus was arrested and taken to Caiaphas, Peter followed. As he waited outside, 
people asked Peter if he knew Jesus. Peter said, “No,” three times.

Many days later after God raised Jesus from the dead, Peter and the disciples went fishing. 
They fished all night but caught nothing. Early that morning, someone standing on the shore 
told the men to throw their nets on the right side of the boat. When the disciples did that, they 
caught many fish. When a disciple recognized that the person on the shore was Jesus, Peter 
jumped out of the boat and swam to Jesus.

Jesus invited Peter and the other disciples to have breakfast with Him. After they ate, Jesus 
asked Peter three times if Peter loved Jesus. Each time Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, You know I 
love You.” Jesus told Peter to tell others about Him. Jesus loved and forgave Peter.
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CONNECTION POINT: 
All that God provides is 
better than the things 
we seek for ourselves.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: We live in a 
materialistic culture 
that is focused on 
pleasure and instant 
gratification. It seems 
that everything 
is promoted and 
advertised in terms 
of how it will make 
life pleasurable—and 
make it pleasurable 
now. Pleasure is not 
inherently wrong. God 
has created us with 
certain desires, but 
God wants to provide 
for those desires. Our 
sin nature entices us 
to fulfill those desires 
in ways that are not 
best for us. We must 
trust God and what He 
provides for our needs 
and pleasures.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:2-10; Matthew 4:1-4

• Why did the Holy Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness? Why was it so important that 
Jesus faced temptation?

• Why do you think the Israelites complained over and over about the ways God provided?
• Why does God allow us to experience difficult circumstances and face trials?

Live It Out: To save us from our sins, Jesus had to become our High Priest, which included 
His becoming like us. In His humanity, Jesus was tempted with the same sins that tempt 
us. However, despite these temptations, He never gave in. At times, we are tempted to make 
selfish choices, but Jesus gives us the power to choose obedience, which is always better. 

When we wish for things we don’t have, we can be drawn toward becoming materialistic. 
One key to battling materialism is through generosity. With your family, reflect on all God has 
given to you and consider how you can be generous and share with others. 


