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EXTRA! Ideas for Adults – How to Discern the Voice of God –
Session 4

Date: February 12, 2023

Does It Align with God’s Character?

The Point:God never calls us to do something that is outside His character.

Get Into the Study

Share the following after discussing Question 1:

Con-artists and art forgers have captured society’s imagination for years and have featured in popular media
such as the movie Catch Me if You Can and the television show White Collar.

Art forgers are usually extremely talented and spend years learning a particular painter’s style so that even
other professionals have a hard time telling the difference. In fact, many paintings purchased by museums or
collectors that were thought to be authentic are actually fakes.

Washington D.C.’s National Gallery had an exhibit for the Dutch artist Johannes Vermeer, and they
announced that only half of the six paintings were actually by the Dutch master. The remaining three were
found to be completed by another unknown artist, though experts believe it was someone who knew
Vermeer very well.

While these paintings appear to be Vermeer’s upon first glance, closer examination shows that everything
about the painting is different, from the composition of light and colors to the way the pigments were ground
and mixed.

Just as someone who knows us well can see when we are acting out of character, all forgeries can be
spotted by someone who knows the original artwork and artist very well. 

Get Into the Study [Option from the Adult Leader Guide, p. 129]

In advance, play a video clip of someone acting out of character. Then ask Question #1.

Get Into the Study [Option from the Young Adult Leader Guide, p.
137]

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0264464/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1358522/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0
https://www.artistsnetwork.com/art-history/art-forgery-fooled/
https://www.bbc.com/culture/article/20221130-vermeers-secrets-why-were-fascinated-by-art-fakes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OsVeU0wtGQ0&ab_channel=AmyDix
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To introduce the session, show a video that illustrates the bond between mother orangutans and their babies
which is said to be one of the strongest in nature. 

When a baby orangutan is born, it relies solely on its mother for food and teaching it survival skills. It’s said
that the bond is so strong, that a baby hardly ever lets go of its mother for the first few months of life. This
illustration sets up the content of this session and how truly understanding God’s character only comes by
knowing Him in an intimate way.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu_u6cDsChc 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8waa-Tk_uo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZHoUhqENx0 

Study the Bible

Share the following after discussing Question 3:

One common way our culture misrepresents the character of God is by taking a single characteristic of God
and using it to define His entire character.

In an Instagram post supporting LGBTQ+ rights, a page with the username @thefaithfulfeminists stated that
“Jesus’ devotion was to God and love, and love and God; for God and love are one and the same. Literally,
love is love.”

An apologist named Tim Barnett, well-known for his page Red Pen Logic with Mr. B, refuted their
misrepresentation of God with Scripture and sound logic, explaining that “1 John 4:8 says that God is love,
[which] means that it is an essential attribute of God, not God’s only attribute.”

Mr. B concludes his argument saying that “love is something true of God, but is not the same thing as God.”

Study the Bible [Option from the Adult Leader Guide, p. 137]
In advance, play a worship song that praises God for various aspects of His character such as His holiness.
Invite a group member to lead the group in worship or play the song and allow time for reflection and prayer. 

Additional Questions
 

Icebreaker

What personal characteristics possessed by your best friend do you value the most?
What is the funniest “out of character” thing you’ve ever done?
What’s something that would be totally out of character for you to do?

Exodus 34:1-5

What does God’s willingness to establish a relationship with us say about His character?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yu_u6cDsChc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8waa-Tk_uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZHoUhqENx0
https://www.facebook.com/redpenlogic
https://www.facebook.com/redpenlogic/photos/a.623062634857618/1529591424204730/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQvi7AFXv0c&ab_channel=RobinMarkVEVO
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What do these verses show us about God’s relationship to His people?
When have you felt God’s presence in a meaningful way?

Exodus 34:6-7

What attribute of God’s character encourages you the most?
What does God’s unchanging nature mean to you and your relationship with Him?
Which of these characteristics do you find people most likely to overlook or forget?
Why is it significant for followers of God to understand that His character does not change?

Exodus 34:8-9

How does God’s character lead us to worship Him?
What specific steps can believers take to maintain an attitude of awe and reverence toward God?
How does understanding God’s character help us discern His voice?
How does knowing who God is impact what we ask of Him?

For Those in Your Group
 

Send the following link to your group members as either a teaser before the group meets or as a follow-up
thought:

Are There Two Gods in the Bible?

https://lynnhpryor.com/2023/01/30/are-there-two-gods-in-the-bible-2/

