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Dealing with Temptation 

 

 

Sermon Title: First Things First 

To be used with Session 4: The Temptation to Place Something Else Before God 

Scripture: Matthew 6:25-33 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “The Temptation to Place 

Something Else Before God,” this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that the greatest 

joy comes from exalting God. In our world today, people worry about everything. Christians are 

no exception. We have replaced our love for God and a desire to keep Him in first place with the 

daily worries about life itself. Help your congregation understand that when we worry about 

anything, not only does it take God out of first place in our lives, but it also simply robs us of our 

joy. In Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount, He addressed this issue of worry and the importance of 

keeping Him in first place in our lives and what happens when we do.  

 

Introduction: My wife and I have a dog. One of the things I’ve noticed through the years is that 

she doesn’t worry about her fur. As far as we know, she doesn’t worry about much of anything. 

When she is hungry, she lets us know. When she needs to go outside and do her thing, she lets us 

know that too. In fact, our dog is a happy go-lucky dog. She lives simply with the trust that we'll 

give her what she needs.  

 

You know what’s cool about dogs? They love unconditionally. They’re usually happy, and they 

love to be by our side. One might would say that dogs have their priorities straight. Wouldn't it 

be neat if we could all be like dogs in that we simply don't worry about a thing and, as a result, 

we're just plain happy. 

 

There are so many things in life that can knock God out of being first place in our lives. The 

quest to gain as many material things as possible will definitely take Him out of first place. 

Relationships that are not honoring God will do the same thing. Then there is the constant desire 

to always want more wealth no matter how much we have in our bank accounts. But what about 

worrying about the daily things in life such as food and clothes for our body? While we may not 

think these can take God out of first place in our lives, the reality is they often do.  

 

1. Worrying replaces God’s position 

a. There’s more to life than just physical things (Matt. 6:25-28). 

When we become preoccupied with the ordinary things in life such as food and clothes 

and how we will get them, God’s position in our lives has been moved out of first place. 

Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount gave some very practical illustrations to help us 

understand that there is more to life than just food and clothes. The birds don’t store up 

food to make sure they have enough for tomorrow and neither do the wildflowers worry 

about how they are going to get enough nutrients to grow. God simply provides for their 

every need. In fact, all of nature depends on God to supply what they need.  

 



Humans are the only ones who tend to worry about having enough money and material 

possessions to satisfy our daily needs. Does the Bible say that the birds and the flowers 

are worth more than man? No! We find in Psalms 147:9-11 that the psalmist echoes what 

Jesus was teaching here on the mount. God provides for nature what it needs, and that He 

will do the same for us when we have a proper fear of God, giving Him the proper place 

in our lives.  

 

b. Worrying causes us to have a weak faith (Matt. 6:29-31). 

Jesus pointed out that Solomon, even in all his splendor and riches as a king, was not 

dressed nor taken care of like the lilies of the field. We tend to place value in things that 

are temporary. God tells us that the lilies of the fields are temporary and when they are 

dried up, they are thrown into the furnace. Don’t miss the point here. If God gives so 

much attention to how the wildflowers appear (most of which are never seen by anyone), 

don’t you think that He will go above and beyond to take care of you?  

 

Jesus used the phrase: “you of little faith.” There is a side effect that happens when we 

allow the things of this world to consume us and God gets pushed aside: our faith 

becomes weaker and weaker the more we allow worry to replace our trust in God to 

provide for our every need. While it is tempting to worry, thinking that we can change 

things by it, worry will never do what only God can do.  

 

2. God wants to be in first place 

a. Don’t be like those who seek after idols (Matt. 6: 32). 

In our lives we do all kinds of things to build a life that we think is all that and more. We 

have planners and watches with alarms to remind us of what’s next on our daily agendas. 

We pursue things in life that, when our life is over and comes to an end, will ultimately 

end up in a yard sale for someone else to buy (that will end up in another yard sale when 

they die). Anything that comes before God can become an idol. That list is an endless list 

of not just material things but also relationships, egos, habits, lifestyles, and a myriad of 

other things. Jesus told us very simply to not be like those who chase after idols. Why? 

Because He knows what we need and has promised to give us what we need.  

 

b. Always put God in first place (Matt. 6: 33). 

Jesus tried to make it as simple as possible for us to understand the principle of keeping 

Him in first place. He told us to seek after Him. That is a continuous, purposeful seeking, 

not allowing anything else to get between us and our relationship with Him. He told us 

that when we do that, everything else is going to be taken care of. Do we know who God 

is? He is the one who created all things. He is someone who loves us unconditionally. He 

has promised to meet all of our needs and never leave us. All that He asks from us is to 

follow Him and allow Him to be first in our lives. He wants to be the most important 

thing in your life. Why is that so hard for us to understand? Because we regularly face the 

temptation to allow anything and everything to take His place.  

 

Conclusion: The only way we are going to be able to make sure that worry or other things don’t 

take God out of first place in our lives is to become more and more like Christ. Jesus never had a 

moment when He walked on this earth that God wasn’t at the center of His life. We can put God 



first. We can lead a God-centered, Christ-centered life when we truly do seek after Him. So, 

embrace these steps when worry comes knocking:  

 

1. Seek God and His righteousness. 

2. Have faith and trust that He will take care of you. 

3. Repeat steps 1 & 2 until your answer comes. 

 

It doesn’t get any easier than that.  
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