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Dealing with Temptation 

 

Sermon Title: Testing or Trusting? Which Will You Choose? 

To be used with Session 3: The Temptation to Test God 

Scripture: Judges 6:11-17, 36-40, 7:16-22 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “The Temptation To Test God,” 

this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we can trust God without putting Him to 

the test. There is a massive lack of trust in today’s society. We used to be able to take people at 

their word. Today, no matter where you go or who you talk to, we want some kind of guarantee. 

We often do the same thing with God when it comes to His promises to us. Ultimately, we have 

to choose whether we are going to test God or trust Him and His Word. 

 

Introduction: When my boys were little, we lived in a house that had a wood stove in the front 

room that we kept the house warm during the cold winter months. The boys loved to help me 

haul in wood and then watch me put the wood in the stove. We had always taught them and 

regularly reminded them not to touch the stove because it was extremely hot to the touch and 

would burn them. One day our oldest decided he was going to test dad’s wisdom on whether or 

not the stove was hot and would burn. It goes without saying that it was hot and his little fingers 

immediately figured it out. Dad’s words were the truth. How many times do we hear about God’s 

promises to us and then decide that we have to test Him to make sure that what He said was true? 

From our passages in the book of Judges, we will see that Gideon tested God even though God 

had given him multiple promises that he would be the one that would save Israel from the 

Midianites.  

 

1. God Spoke, Gideon Tested 

A. The Promise To A Warrior (Judg. 6:11-12). God sent an angel to bring Gideon a 

message. We find Gideon threshing wheat by the winepress. He was using a winepress to 

thresh the wheat because if they were to use the wheel to thresh the wheat or the feet of 

the oxen, the Midianites would come and take it away as soon as it was threshed. So the 

people in that area were threshing the wheat in secret so as the dust would not be seen. 

The winepress was a great place to do that. It may surprise us that an angel would even 

speak to Gideon because he was just a lowly farmer, but the message he brought to 

Gideon was that (1) the Lord was with him, and (2) he was a valiant warrior. The 

message that the angel gave to Gideon exemplifies the fact that God so many times in 

Scripture uses the “weak things of this world” to accomplish great and marvelous things 

for Him.   

 

B. Gideon Put God To The Test (Judg. 6:13-17). As the conversation with the angel 

continued, Gideon began to question what’s going on. Gideon had faith in God, but it was 

a weak faith. He questioned God’s wisdom in considering Gideon a warrior who would 

defeat the Midianites. Gideon gave multiple excuses as to why he was not a good 



candidate for the job. The angel told him again that he would be able to defeat the 

Midianites as if he were the only one fighting.  

 

Gideon still questioned God to the point of testing Him and asking for a sign. He wanted 

to be certain that it was God who was speaking through the angel and not some crazy 

man who was just sitting under a tree. While Gideon had some valid questions, the fact 

remains that his failure to trust the word from God brought him to the point of needing to 

test God.  

 

We can’t be too hard on Gideon because most of us would have done the same thing. I 

love this quote from A.W. Tozer who wrote “All God’s acts are done in perfect wisdom, 

first for His own glory, and then for the highest good of the greatest number for the 

longest time.”  In times of doubt in our lives, we must trust God and His word instead of 

testing Him. We all will experience doubt at some time in our spiritual journey, but those 

times should be when we learn to lean on His Word and trust in His promises to never 

leave us or forsake us. 

 

2. Gideon got specific with the test (Judg. 6:36 – 40). Gideon asked God to give him a sign, 

not just once but twice. Did Gideon demonstrate a whole-hearted trust in God? No, he didn’t. 

The bottom line is that Gideon tested God because he didn’t completely trust Him. So even 

though God had told Gideon that he was going to be a mighty warrior, Gideon chose not to 

believe. As a result, He put God to the test. Failure to trust God completely will always lead 

us to make bad decisions. 

 

3. God Reversed the Test (Judg. 7:1-8). After testing God, Gideon proceeded with what God 

had originally asked him to do. The call was given to join Gideons army and thousands of 

men responded. While having a lot of men in the army was a good thing, God informed 

Gideon there were too many men. So, twenty-two thousand of them were dismissed to return 

home. We are not told what Gideon may have been thinking but losing that many men had to 

have been a little nerve racking. Gideon was told that he still had too many men and was 

given some very specific instructions on how to get his army down to 300 men. Imagine 

going up against an army much bigger than yours with such few men. The reduction of the 

army was God’s way of testing Gideon to see if he really did trust Him. We know from the 

rest of the story that Gideon became a mighty warrior and that his army defeated the 

Midianites. 

 

Conclusion: When we look at this story of Gideon, there are a couple of things we can learn 

from it. First is the need to trust God’s word to us. While God doesn’t speak audibly to us today, 

His Word gives us all the instructions we need to live the life that He wants us to live. When 

challenges come along that are much bigger and we don’t see how it is possible to gain the 

victory over them, we must trust God knows best. Gideon doubted that he could become the 

mighty warrior God told him he would become. As a result, he put God to the test.  

 

Second, we should not be surprised if God tests us to see if we really do trust Him. God will 

walk with us through whatever challenge that comes our way. Many times, God’s plan is for us 

to face what seems like insurmountable challenges so that He can do what only God can do. That 



was the case for Gideon and his army, and it can be the same for us. It all comes down to the fact 

that it is better to trust God than to test Him.  
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