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Dealing with Temptation 

 

 

Sermon Title: The Voice of God Never Contradicts the Gospel 

To be used with Session 1: The Source of Temptation 

Scripture: Genesis 3:1-7 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “The Source of Temptation,” this 

sermon will build upon the study’s main point that we have no one to blame but ourselves when 

we fall into sin. The world in which we live today seems to take pride in flaunting a variety of 

ways to sin (even though they don’t call it sin) and blaming someone else for the consequences 

from it. The reality, however, is that the original source of temptation has never changed from 

the very beginning when Adam and Eve gave into temptation and sinned in the garden.  

 

Introduction: You’ve likely seen Satan portrayed in a variety of ways on television and in 

movies. He has been portrayed as a little red man with horns and a tail, a bargainer dressed in a 

tuxedo, a cartoon character sitting on your shoulder and planting ideas in your head, as well as a 

being completely evil. His portrayal in all these ways have led a lot of people to believe that 

Satan doesn’t really exist. And those that believe he exists proclaim that the devil is the one that 

made them sin, assuming he holds enough power over them to make them commit sins. From 

this passage in Genesis, we can identify Satan for who he really is as well as discover the limits 

of his power. The truth of the matter is that Satan can’t make us do anything, but we do have to 

acknowledge that he has power to tempt us.  

 

1. Satan Is Our Enemy (Gen. 3:1a) 

 

God told us that the serpent was the most cunning out of all the wild animals that He had 

created. The word cunning gives us a giant clue to the true nature of who the devil, Satan, 

truly is. To be cunning is to purposely deceive someone by using words of trickery, being 

shrewd to obtain the deceivers’ purpose. Satan’s purpose is to plant seeds of doubt in our 

lives that cause us to doubt who God is. If Satan can get us to begin doubting who God is, 

then we will have no problem in yielding to the temptation that is put in front of us. When 

Satan first entered into the garden, he disguised himself as a serpent. From the very 

beginning, his intent was to deceive Eve and eventually Adam into disobeying God.  

 

While the world may cast Satan in a variety of roles, we need to be aware that He is first and 

foremost our enemy. We must be aware that as an enemy, he will never have our best interest 

in mind.  

 

2. Satan Has A Strategy 

a. He causes us to doubt (Gen. 3:3-4). 
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Eve knew what God had said about the tree in the middle of the garden. They had walked 

past that tree numerous times before and had not eaten from it. In her conversation with 

the serpent, she even repeated what God had told them about that tree. Satan ,being who 

he is, planted a seed of doubt about God’s Word. He wanted Eve to question what she 

had heard. Did God really mean that they would die if they ate from it? How many times 

do we question God’s words or meaning—especially when facing temptation? Just like 

Eve, we can allow seeds of doubt to be planted in our minds. The moment we begin to 

question something that we know to be true from God’s Word, that is the moment we 

must choose to either stand strong or allow ourselves to give in to temptation.  

 

b. He contradicts the Word of God (Gen. 3:5). 

Satan’s strategy to lead us to give in to temptation includes pointing to something that 

stands in direct opposition of what God has said. He purposely contradicts God’s Word 

in order to make us question whether or not God’s Word is truth. In his conversation with 

Eve, Satan convinced her that the tree was going to make them like God and that’s why 

He didn’t want them to eat from it. Satan does that in our lives today as well. We know 

what God says and yet we often choose to “put our own words in God’s mouth.” All the 

while Satan sits back and lets us believe that our words are truth. 

 

c. He gets us to focus on a desirable end (Gen. 3:6). 

Satan uses his schemes and tactics to make us believe that we will be better off giving in 

to the temptation. We have all heard the statement “The grass is always greener on the 

other side” and that is exactly what Satan wants us to believe. We don’t have to look far 

in our culture today to see this tactic being used over and over again. It rears its ugly head 

in everything from addictions to how we treat one another.  

 

With this strategic, Satan is not showing us the true end. He only takes our focus so far, 

to the point where the sin offers something desirable. But we must go further to see the 

consequences of that sin. We must see the harm it brings to our lives and our relationship 

with God. 

 

d. He appeals to our senses (Gen. 3:6). 

Finally, Satan knows where our weaknesses are. He uses the things of this world to 

awake our senses. Our world has fallen into the trap of “if it feels good, then go ahead 

and do it.” The lie our culture has bought into is “How can something so good be so 

wrong.” However, God’s Word tells us: “There is a way that seems right to a person, 

but its end is the way to death” (Prov. 16:25). 

 

3. A Choice Must Be Made (Gen. 3:6) 

When the serpent finished unveiling his various strategies with Eve, she had a choice to 

make. Satan didn’t make the choice for her as it was hers to make alone. He may have 

planted the seeds, but Eve made the final decision to eat the fruit. Likewise, Adam made the 

choice himself. Eve didn’t force him to take it, she just offered it to him. When it comes to 

temptation, not matter how big or small it is, there is nobody else that is responsible to make 

the choice than us. We alone are responsible. 
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Conclusion: While Satan can definitely influence us, there are ways to overcome every 

temptation. Encourage the congregation to keep track in a journal this week of the times they are 

being tempted. Encourage them to identify which strategy Satan tried to use on them and what 

strategy was the hardest for them to resist giving into. Challenge them to overcome temptation 

by quoting Scripture when they are being tempted. Encourage them to find someone who could 

be an accountability partner to them so that, when they are being tempted, they can call that 

person for the encouragement they need to stand strong and overcome the temptation. 

 

“No temptation has come upon you except what is common to humanity. But God is faithful; he 

will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation he will also 

provide the way out so that you may be able to bear it” (1 Cor. 10:13). 

 

Randy Fields has served as the lead pastor at New Covenant Baptist Church in Grass Valley for 

the past 17 years.  He has served churches in California since graduating from Azusa Pacific 

University in 1986. He also serves as a coach, activities coordinator at a local continuation 

school in Grass Valley that their church adopted and has ministered to in a variety of ways over 

the past 17 years. 
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