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Spring 2023 

My Encounter with Jesus 

 

 

Sermon Title: God’s Best for Our Worst 

To be used with Session 1: Jesus Died for Me 

Scripture: Romans 5:6-11 

 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “Jesus Died for Me,” this sermon 

supports the session in the Bible study group by showing how Christ died for our sins and made 

us—His enemies—into His forever friends.  

 

Introduction: This past summer, some good friends invited our family and others to spend a day 

at their lake home. It was a beautiful, sunny summer day filled with laughing, grilling out, and 

relaxing on the lake. However, this lovely day worsened when my daughter and I got on the 

family jet ski and decided to take a little tour around the lake. We got lost on the lake, and no 

matter how hard we tried, we could not find our way back to our friend’s lake home.  

 

I will save you the details, but three hours later, we did find our way home thanks to some 

wonderful folks who lived near the lake. Once we reconnected with our family and friends, all 

our unnecessary fears turned to joy and peace.  

 

When was the last time you or someone you loved got lost? I can assure you that it is not a fun 

reality. We are spiritually lost without a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, but we do not have 

to remain in that lost state. Jesus gave His life as a sacrifice to make you forever His own.   

 

1. Jesus Died for Us (Rom. 5:6-8).  

Before we understand the good news of Jesus Christ, we must understand the bad news. The 

bad news is that we are sinners, separated from a holy God due to our sins. There is no 

amount of good work we can do that will make us acceptable before the Lord. If we could be 

or do enough good to earn our acceptance before God, there was no reason for Christ to die 

for us on the cross.  

 

The Bible makes it clear that before Christ, we were “without strength,” “ungodly,” and 

“sinners.” In our culture, we like to think we are sufficient on our own to make things work 

out. We believe we are strong enough to stand on our own two feet. We think we are wise 

enough to find a solution to every problem.   

 

Growing up, I thought of myself as a pretty good kid. In my mind, I wasn’t that bad because I 

didn’t murder anyone. That was my standard. If I didn’t murder anyone, I would be a decent 

human. I didn’t know I was a sinner in need of a Savior. I believed Jesus died on the cross, 

but I did not know why He did. In the summer of 1985, at a youth group event, our speaker 

boldly shared the gospel. Through the faithful preaching of the Bible, I understood who Jesus 

is and why He had to die on the cross to save us from our sins.  
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Our sin may not seem like a big deal to us or others. However, in God’s sight, our sin is so 

evil and offensive that it must be dealt with. Our sin cost the heavenly Father the death of His 

Son, whom He willingly sent to die for us so we could be at peace with God.  

 

2. Jesus Saves Us (Rom. 5:9).  

Many people believe Jesus died only to pay for some of their sins. They may not express it 

that way, but in their hears, they are not assured that God has fully forgiven them of all their 

sins.   

 

I have seen people’s hearts flooded with thankfulness and awe when they understand that 

God has forgiven all their sins through the blood of Jesus Christ. They falsely believe God is 

holding their sin over them, just waiting to pounce on them for struggling with sin. Instead, 

we should be rejoicing with the psalmist who declared, “How joyful is the one 

whose transgression is forgiven” (Ps. 32:1).  

 

Death is never an easy subject to talk about. Perhaps you have known someone close to you, 

such as a dear friend, a parent, or a grandparent who died. Watching my dad battle through 

eleven years of Alzheimer’s disease was the most challenging period of my family’s life. No 

longer suffering, He is present with the Lord, which brings us immense comfort. Believers 

are assured that Christ’s resurrected life guarantees freedom from all condemnation and 

wrath. Because Christ lives, we will unite one day in heaven with all our loved ones saved by 

God’s grace. How thankful we are for the saving grace of King Jesus!  

 

3. Jesus Reconciles Us (Rom. 5:10-11).  

Reconciliation is the work of God through Christ by which He restores us to a favorable 

relationship with Himself. God comes to us through His Son, Jesus Christ, saying, "I forgive 

you. I do not hold your sins against you; we are in fellowship.”  

 

The Apostle Paul makes it so clear throughout his letter to Romans that through Adam’s sin, 

we have ruin (5:9), sin (5:12, 16, 21), and separation from God (5:18). However, thanks to 

our gracious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, as God’s children, we have the following: rescue 

(5:8), righteousness (5:18), and eternal life (5:17, 21), and grace (5:20).  

 

How does God’s work for us in Christ impact our lives now? Because Jesus has reconciled 

us, our lives are forever changed. We are saved from the penalty of sin because Christ died in 

our place. We are saved from the power of sin in our lives because He has given us His Holy 

Spirit and new life in Him. One day in heaven, we will be saved in heaven from the very 

presence of sin. Knowing we have eternal life through faith in Christ our Lord fills us with 

confidence and courage because nothing can ever separate from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus.   

 

Conclusion: Peter Miller was a pastor at the time of the Revolutionary War. He was known and 

respected by General George Washington. In that same town where Miller served was a man 

named Michael Widman. Widman opposed the pastor and was openly and publicly abusive of 

the pastor.   
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That changed when Widman was arrested for treason and sentenced to death.  Peter Miller made 

the fifty-mile trek on foot to Valley Forge to plead for Widman’s life. General Washington 

respected Pastor Miller but said he would not release his friend Widman. 

 

Peter Miller told Washing Widman was not his friend. In fact, he was quite the opposite. 

Widman was a bitter enemy, but Miller did not think him guilty of treason. This changed 

Washington’s perspective and he granted the pardon. Widman went home with Miller, not an 

enemy but as a friend. 

 

That’s what it means to be reconciled. It means that enemies become friends. It means that we 

exchange our hostilities for friendship and are reconciled to God in Christ.  

 

When we were at our worst, God was at His best!  

 

David Cook is the Director of Communications of Adult Life Ministry at First Baptist Atlanta, 

Georgia. He is the husband of Amy and father of JD, Nathan, and Bella, and a graduate of New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary with an MDiv degree. He enjoys an occasional round of 

golf and is incredibly thankful for God's grace. 

 


